covered that the old Anglo-Saxon ton

and of polite society, and so it remained for two ce
The old language, the Anglo-Saxon or English, remained firmly and
uncompromisingly the language of the people, though it was the language
of - bondage. Norman-French was the language of the few, the cul-
tured, the ruling class ; English, the language of the many, the unre-
fined, the cultivators of the soil, the people. In no way did the con-
quered English show theijr proverbial tenacity more forcibly than in this

clinging*to thejr national speech, ;
he English language, then, was not killed by the Norman Con-

quest ; but English literature was wounded to the death—for the time
almost annihilated.

guage lived on, The song no more was
English tongue found a safe and tender r
the conquered people. The people
could understand each other; but there w.

English dialects became many ; but the
Out of this chaos with i

’

teenth century, a standard English language Sprang into existence, which
ead

from its suitability and the r, Y recognition of it, came to be called the
“King’s English,” just as certain highways in the country, later on, came
to be named the « King’s highway.”

- With it two men leaped into fame : Chaucer, the Father of Eng-
lish verse, and Gower, Moral

Gower, as he has been called on account of
the moral character of his writings,

oral Gower, who was a contem

great poems: one in French, another in Latin, a
By so doing this modes

Now, when this new English language, under the magic pen of
Chaucer, burst forth into the spring-tid i

against its Norman-F rench rival trium
sonorous, superfluous terminations, by
ungainly style, It had also gained s

phantly. [t had lost many of jts

t had put on 3 simpler and less
uch a number of words of Roman




