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Ministers and Churches.

OUR TORONTO LETTER.

Already rumors of the holiday season are
being heard, mostly ammg parishioners.
The hard working minister will toil on, in
some instances to an ever-decreasing con-
gregation, for some months yet, ere he
thinks of his summer’'s rest. more
fortunate ones, who have denied themselves
for some sensons in order that they may
take a lengthened voyage, are preparing
to cross the ocean, or the prairies to the
western coast. Some less fortunate, whom
overwork or overworry too often com-
pels to lay aside care for a time, are se king
such arrangement as may permit a longer
absence from their pulpits.
feature of ministerial brotherhood, that the
pulpit is often supnlied by the neighbor-
Ing ministers during the entire peniod of
absence. There could be no better tonie
for the sick minister than such a praectical
expression of interest on the part of his
brethren.

The matter of the summer holiday is a ne-
cessity. The demand upon the minister of
even a small charge is so incessant and
exhaustive that he cannot, without injuny
to himself, meet it month after month con-
tinuously. Some cannot afford to rest. A
change, even of (ocality, Is restful. Is it
not possible to arrange that some minister
In a rural charge may exchange with one
in a city or town for two or three Sabbaths
during the summer? The change would be
of service, both to minister and people, en-
larging the outlook of the preacher, stimu-
lating the flagging energies of the congre-
gation.

The meeting of the Assembly's Foreign
Mission Committee in this city during the
past week, was one of unusual interest. The
session lasted 3 days, and the matter discus-
sed will be found, when the report appears
to have a most important beaning upon that
branch of the work of the Church. The re-
sponse of the Church for Foreign Missions
this year has been liberal, but the esti-
mates prepared by the missionaries were so
much in excess of former years, that it was
found impossible to make any additional
appointments to the mission staff this year.
The decision was reached with great re-
gret, for the calls from the Foreign Field
are incessant. The fields are white to har-
vest, but supplies are wanting, and the
Committee will be upheld in dts determina-
tion not to exceed in liability the amount
provided by the Church.

The returned missionavies who were pre-
sent, and others, pleaded that more might
be sent, and finally it was agreed to recom-
mend that the salaries of missionaries now
in the field be reduced, and that the amount
80 obtained should be utilized to send three
additional missionaries out this year, It was
on this ground that Dr. Nugent and Messrs.
J. J. Taylor and T. C. Hood received ap-
pointment. Mr. J. R. Harcourt was ap-
pointed on condition that he secure the pro-
mise of a sufficient sum to pay his salary
apart from the amount estimated for the
Foreign Mission Fund.

We hope the Church will remedy this etep.
It was the only alternative open to the com-
mittee, if they departed from their first
decigion. 1Is it right that the missionaries
themselves should be asked to bear the
burden of the support of the three men
who are being sent out, ostensibly by the
Church of Canada, this year. We do not
wonder that the Committee responded to
the appeals from the Foreign Fileld. It
would be almost blameable if they did noi.
The Church is able to support those three
men, and we hope will do it, without draw-
ing upon the already meagre salary of
those in the foreign flelds.

Messrs. Taylor, Hood and Harcourt, whose
appointment to the Foreign fiel has been
T d the A s Commit-
tee, are members of this year's graduat-
ing class in Knox College. Dr. Nugent Is
a full-fledged graduate in medicine, and will
be a deolded acquisition to the foreign staff.

Prof. Iverach, who has been lecturing in
Winnipeg, and whose s¢-vices have been
in such demand as a preacher there, will
vigit Toronto this week, and will ocoupy the
pulpit of St. Andrew’s Church, next Sab-

bath. His visit to Canada has been greatly .

appreciated and many will be glad of the
opportunity to hear him preach in this eity.

A rumor gained such force about the end
of last week ,that it reached the ear of an
alert reporter, to the effect that the As-
sembly’s Committee on the Twentieth Cen-
tury Fund had completed the draft of its re-
port and recommendations. The report-
er proceeded to give an,outline of the said
recommendations. statement was
promptly denied in one of the morning pa-
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pers, but the committee will shortly meet,
and will decide upon the character of its
report. What its character will be is, so far,

conjecture as no statement has been
authorized by the committee,

OTTAWA AND VICINITY.

Rev. Dr. Armstro whl preach anniver-
sary sermons In St. Elmo next Sunday.

Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Erskine Church, and
J. Milne, B.A,, of the Glebe, exchanged pul-
pits dast Sunday morning.

Rev. Dr. Robertson, Superintendent of
Home Missions, will preach in St. Andrew's
Church next Sunday morning.

The annual mission meeting of the Carp,
Kinburn and Lowry Presbyterian Churches
will be held in the Lowry Presbyterian
Church, June 15th.

Mr. Low, a divinity student, conducted the
evening service in Stewarton Church last
Sunday night. The pastor, Rev. R. Herbison,
preached in the morning.

The New Edinburgh Y. P. A, connected
with the Presbyterian Church, have invited
Miss M , & returned missionary from
Persia, to lecture before the Society on the
29th inst.

Mrs. John Ross, for two years the very
efticient Superintenaent of tne Wwart Mis-
slonary Training School, has resigned to
take an important position in the Ottawa
Ladles' College.

Rev, J. A, McFarlan, M.A., will hold spe-
cial meetings for the purpose of studying the
Bible, in the Carp Presoytecian Church. T'ne
meeLngs commencea yesterday and will con-
Uuue Lur tWO weeks,

Kev., Dr. Armstrong, preaching .ln St.
Paul s Church last Suuday morniug irom the
text “Not because 1 desire a gut, but be-
cause 1 desire truit,”’ referred to the kind-
ness of the congregation to himself. He drew
a distinction between the gift and the mo-
tive of the gift. A man may have a trinket
not worth a quarter, and because it is o gift
of love he wowd not part with it. A gift
promprea by semish mouves is hateful rather
than accepiable. “Your gift to your pastor
is valued because of the good will in it; be-
cause you seemed to enjoy the opportunity
of giving.”

MARITIME PROUVINGES.

Rev. J. M. Allan preached in St. John's
church, Chatham, last Saboath,

The Oddfeliows presented Rev. G. C. Rob-
ertson with an audress on his leaving Cav-
endish,

There was an exchange of pulpits amongst
the Presbyteman churches of St. John last
dabbath.

Rev., L. A. McLean,
dained as missionary at
on May 26th.

Rev. Adams Archibald assisted at the
communion at Gordon Memorial church,
Bridgetown ,N.S., last Sabbath.

Rev. Wm. Grant, of Port Morien, has ac-
cepted a call to Grand River, C.B.,, and his
translation takes place on June 1lst.

Ti congregation of Snubenacadie have
sue 2eded in inducing their minister, Rev.
Jo..a Murray, to withdraw his resignation.

8t. John's Church, Yarmouth, is under-
going repairs and the mimister, Rev. K. D.
Millar, takes a six weeks' holiday while they
are going on. .

Rev. D. J. Fraser has gone to lecture in
the “Old Kirk,” Pictou, and his pulpit is
supplied next Sabbath by Rev. J. D. Stew-
art, of St. Philip's church, Westville, N.B.,
one of the "Anti-Unlon,’ but thoroughly
friendly congregations.

The Presbytery of Truro has accepted
with deep regret the resignation of Rev,
J. H. Chase, of Onslow. The pulpit will be
declared vacant on July 2nd. Rev. J. W.
Falconer, of Truro, will be moderator of ses-
sion during the vacancy.

The Presbytery of Sydney has made a
new departure in the mode of conferring
Mcense., Messrs. McOdrum, B.A., and De-
noon, B.A., passed their trials in the usual
way at an ordinary session of presbytery,
but the actual conferring of the was
reserved for a public session in the evening
in the presence of a large congregation.

ve service was

B.A., wil be or-
Louisburg, C. B,

Mr. A. F. Figher, B.A., will be ordained
as missionary &* Mosher River on May 3lst.

Messrs. Wm. Forbes, B.A,, and Wm.
Dakin, B.A., were licensed by the Presby-
tery of Truro. Mr. Forbes is about to be
called to Noel, N.8.

Rev. Bwan Gillies, Murray Harbor, Soufh,
P.E.I,, preached in Orwell last Sabbath.
Rev. J. R. McKay officiated on the preced-
ing Sabbath and made a good impression,
Mrs. Robertson, the wife o Rev. H. A,
Robertson, our ry in BEr
with her twe children is returning for a
Visit on account of her health. She has
suffered severely from fever.

The Presbytery of Truro has taken hold
systematically of the Sunday school work
within its bounds. In this department of
church work the Maritime Provinces are
far ahead of Ontario and the West,

The sudden death of Rev. Dr. Carey, late
pastor of the Brussels street Baptist Church, ,
was a shock to his many friends of all de-
nominations in St. John where he spent 21
years of his ministerfal life. A memonial
gex;\"ltce was held in his late charge last Sab-

ath,

At its adjourned meeting last Tuesday
the Presbytery of St. John

Messrs, J . .
Douglas, B.A.
day last.
requested to ordain Mr. Douglas at Spring-
hill, which congregation contributes $150 to-
wards his support as missionary at Hamp-
ton, N.B. The Preshytery of Pictou was
requested to ordain Mr. Arthur Ross, B.A.,
in United Church, New Glasgow, which con-
iributes $300 towards his support as mis-
elonary at Andover, N.B. Rev. J. 8. Mul-
len asked for his presbyterial certificate as
he wished to withdraw from connection
with the Presbytery of St. John., The re-
quest was laid on the table inasmuch as
Mr. Mullen hgs appealel from the decision
of the Commission of Syvod to the General
Assembly regarded the action of the Pres-
bytery in severing his connection with Stan-
ley and Nashwaak. There was a whisper
that he contemplates organizing an inde-
pendent congregation of sympathizers if he
once gets free from Presbyterial oversight.

The London Presbyteiian Council,

The Council met on Monday evening, the
15th, in St. Andrew’s Church. Mr. A. 8. Me-
Gregor in the chair. A special committee
was appointed, with the Rev. J. G. Stuart,
B.A., as Convener, to: lst. rrange a plan
for an exchange of pulpits so that each
Presbyterian minister should conduct at
least one service in every city Presbyterian
Ohurch (7) during the year. 2nd. To map
out the c¢ity into parishes, so that each
church could make a thorough canvass and
attend to new comers to the city. Three pa-
pers read at the previous meeting were dis-
cussed, the subject being “How to make pub-
lic services attractive to non-church attend-
ers and spiritually beneficial to all.” The dis-
cussion grew in interest and warmth as it
progressed and stimulated zeal and Christian
energy. The thanks of the Council were
given to the Advertiser Printing Company
for their enterprise in giving a verbatim re-
port of the Famous Cromwelllan sermon, by
Dr. Joseph Parker, thus giving the people an
opportunity of judging the opinions he so
stro expressed.
i Geo. W. Armstrong, Sec.

The Methodist Magazine for May opens
with a poem on Victorla by Alfred Austin,
Poet Laureate, and an illustrated article on
“The Private Life of the Queen,” by one of
Her Majesty's servants. Two other {illus-
trated articles are “Andrew Hofer: The Ty-
rolese Patriot,” by the Rev. H, H. all,

-A., and “Sir John Franklin,” by E. San-
derson, “Christian Life in A
the Rev. Chas. Huestus, M.A., is an inter-
esting paper on the distinctive peculiarities
of domestic and Christian life in the German
Empire, niso a description some of the
educational and benevolent work carried on
in that land. A number of short articles and
a short story, “Dumb Fox Glove,” by Annie
Turnbull Slosson, give a large qhmu(y of
goood reading matter for the month. William
Briggs, Toronto, and W, C. Coates, Mon-
treal.

Rev. C. W. Gordon, pastor of St. Stephen's
Presbyterian Church, Winnipeg, leaves on

very impressi by

Rev. T. C. Jack, M.A., the moderator pro

tem. At the same meeting the report on
and work was presented,

M on an He will be
absent two or three months on hs tour,
which will include a canoe trip to James
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