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time and harvest, guiding the %armer who

watched her phases into health, wealth and |

wisdom. He cut timber and planted corn,
he set trees and killed his pork in the moon,
while the good house-wife had this incon-
stant star for the centre of her domestic
system ; it prescribed over kitchen and nur-
sery, all revolving areund the source of
moonshioe, from pulling flax, carding tow,
gathering hops, to the weaning of the moon-
faced baby. ~ There is and can be no mode
by which the resources of our country can
be so fully developed as by educating the
vast numbers of those who are to devote
their lives to agricultural employment as

tillers or owners of the soil. By education |

each man is trained to bring into action his
whole mental and physical force.  The im-
mense loss of power through ignorance is
saved, A dull, uncaltivated man, though
physically a giant,does little work for which
brute power might not often be easily sub-
stituted. The skilled and highly trained
farmer is sure to harvest larger crops, and
with less labor, than his unskilled and un-
trained neighbor.  Science working unob-
trusively produces larger annual returns and
constantly increases fixed capital, while ig-
norant routine produces exactly the reverse.
It is trne nearly all modern sciences are

more or less related to agriculture or the |

mechanical arts, and they are liberally re-
cogunized by professorships in most of our
institutions of learning, but as generally
taught there is little special application to
agriculture, Popular common school educa-
tion has been slowly combatting the prejud-
ices of the world for generations. Whoever
is’at the lowest round of the ladder mani-
fests the least inclination to rise, and those
highest up have the most ambitian for still
greater achievements. We find men attain-
ing to eminence in a much greater ratio
among the learned professions than we do
among the agriculturists.  This should not
be. With the advantages we have at our
command we ought to keep pace with, if not
excel, them, and if farmers but realized the
power and influence which education gives

them, we should not see our Legislature con-
trolled by lawyers and men in other walks
of life, rather than those upon whom &'l
others rely for subsistence. How few of
our farmers fit themselves to enter our Leg-
islative Halls in order to assist and influence
the legislation upon this, the greatest inter-
est of our country. Why is it that with the
millions of surplus revenue that Ontario has
been scattering broadcast for years past, so
little attention has been paid to the wants of
the agriculturists? We might and ought to
have had several Agricultural Colleges in
full operation by this time, filled with the
! sons of our advanced farmers, qualifying
themselves to disseminate scientific with
practical knowledge, and by this means con-
ierring an unspeakable benefit.  Instead of
this we have one weak, sickly Institution
that has been made a sort of shuttle cock
among the party politicians of the day, whose
existence, even now, I will venture to say is
not known by half the farming community
of our country. This is not as it should be :
and let me tell you that if you realized your
privileges and interests it would not be so,
Did you pay more attention to your real in-
i terests, in the selection of representatives
and the exercise of your franchise, your in
fluence in the Legislature should be on a par
with that of any other interest. As it is,
the only time when it is really felt is when
aspirants for Parliamentary honors (and this,
half the time, is likely to be some lawyer
from a distance) comes soliciting your fran-
chise. You are then represented as the in-
telligent yeomanry of our country, whose
vote and influence they hope will be used to
place the applicant in power, which is too
apt to be the last that is thought of your
| interests till a similar season returns, when
Ethe same thing is re-enacted. We should
have more practical agriculturists in our
| House of Assembly, in order that this great
| interest might have its due weight in shap-
| ing the legislation affecting it. Thisisa

snbject . orthy of your serious consideration.

I do not know, gentlemen, whetherin
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