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to all Poles who are true to their nationality. A special
bonus (Ostmarkenzulage) in addition to their salary is
awarded at the discretion of the Government to its
officers in Prussian Poland in proportion to the zeal
which they display in the discharge of their duties. The
reader may judge for himself what kind of ‘zeal’ such
a system is likely to inspire in the Government’s
‘ publicans and sinners ’.

Sufficient has been said, I hope, to provide an answer
to the questions I asked at the beginning of this pamphlet
The reader of the facts I have stated may find him
self able to agree with Professor Balzer’s words :

To a great part of the German peoples, the interests
of culture have always been associated with the State
interest, i. e, the State interest has been in the first place
They carried civilization to the Slavonic East to gain for
themselves political advantages, and they did not hesitate
to give up the cause of culture wherever their own egoistic
political interests required some sacrifice. Politician;
and Germanizers, in a higher degree than civilizers, they
perpetually identified the idea of culture with the idea
of their own State and their own nationality ; they
helieved and wished to persuade the world—they even
wanted the world to believe them—that the way to
civilization leads only through Germany, and that there
can be no better fortune for other peoples than to attain
by that way to greater perfection. They proclaimed
themselves chosen guardians of all who began to engage
in the pursuits of culture later than themselves, without
asking whether those others desired such guardianship,
without reflecting that they could work for culture
independently, having been endowed by God with the
same abilities as Germans, . . ., The Germans offered
culture to the Slavs, usually at the price of their
giving up the greatest treasure, their own nationality :
where the Slavs would not pay that price, the Germans
simply obstructed their independent development and
did not allow them to carry on the work of civilization,



