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inglludhildivii ofllic Clmn;!!, aiul its subordiiiatc nilor.s in wliri lover cliirit'
in wluitc'vcr n;i(i,.ii. iiihl«;r wliatever form of j^ovenmiciii they may livf!
It mi|) irs, also, OM tl.o part oJ the bishops of the Church, tlie paramount
<luty uj bvmg 111 .strict coiiimunioii witli tho See of Peter. Tlie iiitercoin-
muiiioii of the Apostolic See and of all the bishops of the Church,
should l..> mimterrupted and mitraiiin.elled, like the flowing and ebbing of
the ide. Who does not see, th.-n-fore, that th.; doetrine of the primacv
involves as a corollary the divine ri-ht of freedom of communication be-
tween the ilcadol the Ciiurch and its -.embers, thi; riglit of the supremeTon itf of hemg free and independent of any human power in the discharge
o the sublime tluties of his office. Such a freedom is an essential element
of Church government and discipline, and the Church is in its normal stateonly when it enjoys it.

No\v, us a se'curity a.,d guarantee of this freedom ofaelion .,n the partof the Sov.r."i,-ii Pontill, lie who established the primacy so disposed of
events as to prepar. tb.> way for tl„. temporal power of tlie Popes. He who
reads history arigbt, must see the fin-er of (iod in tlie gradual establish-ment and consohdatiou of the temporal ,.ower, as the condition of the free-dom und i.ulcpen.lence of the- Ilea.) of the Church in the di.,cliarge of his
sacre. duties Daniel saw is his vision of the night the whoJe divine plan,
ucc-ordiug to whieh empire was to give the way to empire, and kingdom waso succed ki»g<lom, until the whole world should be gathere.l into the Ko-n leiupiiv: When in the days of those kingdoms, the God of heavenwould raise up another kingdom wJiich should never be destroyed, but whichsh.^ d stand for ever." (Dan ii. 44.) !• ven so. the Christianltudent ofil-o.y may see how tfie Almighty Disposer of events, who upholds all thingsby llie word of His power, so disposed of events and controlled the destinies
of nations us to prepare the way for the establishment of a principality
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»"!*^<"^"^'1 exercise of that primacy which thiIncai I ate God lad established in His Church, as the centre and principleof unity of faith and the fountain of jurisdiction. During three hundred

years, the f hiirch was subjected to a most sanguinary persecution; her faith-
lu cl.i ,in u were slaiu by hundreds, and the soil of Kome was soddened
^^iTi. nnrtyrs' blood. During that dark period, (he ( bur, h, it is true, ac-qni.cd prop..jty but not, of course,a civil principality

; and hence, the only
yvaj m ^^h.ch ,he Supren.e Pontiffs could vindicate U.eir libertv and inde-
I>.'n.I..!H e ^vas o retPe to tl>e gloom of the catacombs, or to slied their blood
oi tl... led M .f,o,d of martyrdom. But that was not the normal state of the(h .>au> ( h.n-h i;,.rsernt.on had done its worst against it and utterlv
i^.bcl m its object. Hu.nan j.assions broke in angrv w^ves against the rock
of n<Ts imt in vam. The ( hnrch was built up.m'a rock, .uul though leram fd

,
an, the floods cam,-, ami the fempests'rage.l, it fell not. The vie

-

(.ry of ( ons antine gav,- frcdom to our holy religion, eallcl her forth fromher hidmg places, and entliron.-d her in glorious basilicas and majestic tZ-pc>.
1
li-i, I.eg.ni to manili'st itM-lf Ihe a.^tion of Divin,- Providence in


