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51a SKEPTICISM ASSAILED.
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certainty ihat our very imperfect knowledge or judgment cannot be

the measure of the divine wisdom, or the universal standard of truth.

So likewise it is with respect to the Christian^ religion. Some-diffi-

culties occur in that revelation which humin reason can hardly

clear; but as the truth of it Stands upon, evidence so strong and

convincing.that it cannot be denied without much greater difficulties -

than those that attend the belief of it, as I have before endeavored to

prove, we ought n<.t to reject it .upon such objections, however morti-

fying they may be to our pride. That indeed would have all things-^
_

made plain to us, but God has thought proper to proportion ourg

knowledge to otir wants, not our pride. All that concerns our duty %

'

is clear ; and as to other points, dther of natural or revealed religion,

if He has left some obscurities in- them, is that any reasonable cause

»Qf complaint? Not to rejoice in the benefit of what He has graciously

allowed us to know, from a presumptuous disgust at our incapacity

of knowing more, is as absurd as it wquW be to refuse to walk be-

cause we cannot fly. , <^

From the arrogant ignorance of metaphysical reasonings,

aiming at matterF above our knowledge arose all the speculative

impiety, and many of the worst superstitions of the old heathen

world, before the Gospel was preached to bring men back again to

the primitive faith; and froffi the same source have since flowed

^ome of the greatest corru^ions of tbe evangelical truth, and the

most inveterate prejudices against ft; an effect just as natural as for

our eyes to grow weak, and ^n blind, by being strained^o look at

* objects too distant, or not made^<Jr them to see.

Are then our inteilectull faculties of no use in religion?

Yes, undoubtedly, of the most^necessary use wheu rightly employed.

ThJ proper employment • of them is to distinguish its genuifle

doctrines from others erroneously or corruptly ascribed to it; to

consider the importance and purport, of the^m, with the connectionl

they bear* to one another; but,. *rst of all, to examine, with the
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