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to losing husband and father, I have reason to

believe from what the consul tells me that they

have lost everything in the world, as that was

the skipper's first voyage in the ship, and he

had spent all his savings before he got her,

having been long out of a billet. I do hope the

country will do something for them, but I'm

afraid there is a black look-out ahead for them.

And now about ourselves. I have wired the

owner full particulars, and must await instruc-

tions. I think if the ship's bottom should be

found intact that it is possible she may be

patched up temporarily and towed round to

Dundee, or even sail round, in which case there

will be great saving. But we shall know in the

morning some time. Mr. Wilson, will you call

the crew aft, I want to say a few words to

them."

Aft they came, looking full of eager expectation.

" Men," said Captain Sharpe, " I have only praise

for the splendid way in which you have done

your duty under the most trying circumstances,

and I wouldn't wish to have a better crew. Now
the voyage as far as you are concerned is virtually

over, and if you choose to take your discharj^e

you must have it. But I hope that we may all

be together for a little while yet, and that you

will help me to take the bully old ship round

to Dundee with the cargo. Anyhow, will you

stay on until we know definitely what is going

to be done ? I will let you have what money
you require on account of your wages, and of

course you can go ashore at any time out of


