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The truth is that ocean traffic has become a gulf

stream which, within a comparatively few years, has
spread in wider volume between every continent and
island direct, and no longer flows concentrically upon
England. Each year widens this stream and varies its

flow and reik>w, and the civilized world is so united
by the sea, outside of Anglo-Saxon commerce, that the

interruption of its necessary communicaticms becomes
intolerable, no matter what the "sea power" of any
nation. The cold logic of this change is being forced
upon the thinking men of Great Britain. In the shrink-
ing of the area of effective "control" of the British

navy to the home waters and the North Sea we have
a visible demonstration of the fallacy of "command of

the sea" in the sense in which it is being defined by the
advocates of force. But supposing all the resources of
the British Empire were put to accomplish this kind of
control, it would not be worth while, seeing that the
freedom of the sea is becoming just as essential to every
possible friend or enemy as to herself.

* Prof. David Starr Jordan on "Sea-Power.


