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all connection with such a gang of cut-throats, as he
called them, and proclaim an independent monarchy in
the American Colonies.

On Oct. ID, 1649, he forced the House of Burgesses
to sign his proclamation, which is given in full in that
very rare book "Henning's Statutes at Large of the
Colony of Virginia." Vol. I. pp. 358-61.
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The following is the celebrated Proclamation of an

Independent Kingdom in the Colonies under Charles II.,
against the unconstitutional parliamentary government
ruling in England:—

Act I. "Whereas divers out of ignorance, others out
ot malice, schism and faction, in pursuance of some
design of innovation, may be presumed to prepare men's
minds and inclinations to entertain a good liking of
their contnvement, by casting blemishment of dishonor
on the late most excellent and now undoubtedly sainted
King, and to those close ends vindicating and attesting
the late proceedings against the late blessed King
though by so much they may seem to have color of law
and form of justice, they may be truly said to have the
more and greater height of impudence); and on this
foundation of asserting the clearness and legality of the
said unparalleled treasons, perpetuated on the said King,
do build hopes and inferences to the high dishonor of
the regal state, and in truth to the utter disinheritance
ot His Mosi Sacred Majesty that now is, and the divest-
ing of him of these rights which the law of Nature and
of Nations and the known laws of the Kingdom of Eng-
and have adjudged inherent to his roval line and the
law of God, himself (if sacred writ may be so styled of
which this age doth loudly call in question) hath conse-
crated unto him. And, as arguments easily and nat-
urally deduced from the aforesaid curs d and destructive
principles, with endeavor they press and persuade the
powers of the commission to be void and null, and all
magistracy and offices thereon depending to have lost
their vigor and eflScacy, by such means assuredly expect-mg advantages for the accomplishment of their lawless
and tyraneous intentions. Be it therefore declared
and enacted by the governor, council and burgesses of
this Grand Assembly and the authority of the same, that


