
7HE uvio:^' Qf. rno great peoples.

THH TKSTIXG OF TIfK RI-Pl'nLIC.

But m iho mearuiine the American rommunity l.ad
<liveloped in its own way, and our life had become more
and more dilTerent from !it> in this kingdom. We became
so fixed and so different i our conventions and ways of
life that we could not easily come back, to your cor, entions
of life if we .vould. In fact there is no other test that tl»-

British people have had—no test that any people has eve
had—which proved its great qualities so well as the British
settlement and management of America. Here were men
in a new land, cut off from cloi e contact witli their kinsmen
at home, who took tli^ir political affairs in their own
management, and ther. t were without guidance or
support from their more i.. erous community left behind.
How did the race stand such a test? No other migrating
race has stood such a test so well, and those first Englisli
colonists have now grown, by natural increase and by
numerous adoptions, into a people who to-day include
more English-speaking white men than the whole British
Empire.

They have not only outgrown in numbers all the British
elsewhere, but they have kept what may be called the
faith of the race. They have kept the racial and national
characteristics. They have kept British law, British
freedom, British Parliaments, British character, and they
are reared on English literature. I am not boasting
of my own land, I am only reciting how your race
has endured and survived separation from you and your
land. Our foundations were British, our political structure
is British with variations, our social structure is British,
also with important variations ; more important still, our
standards of character and of honour and of duty are your
standards, and life and freedom have the same meaning to
us that they have to you.


