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The* teblee are the result ef a thoroueâi and careful in­

vestigation ably conducted by iîr.R.H, Coats,the Associate Editor 

of the Labour Gagette- The Departsent alnoet 1 mod lately after 

it* establishment <n TSOO oomenuei t' e gathering ef etatletloal 

information on price» and the coot of living,aryl one or two snail 

investigations were oonsenced and partially concluded by the late 

Henry Albert Harper before hie unttmly death. In a general way 

the eubjeot ha* been deal with ever since in connect ion with 

the monthly review of industrial nnl laxiur conditions publi sited 

in each 1emto of the labour (fouette. During the past two or 

three yeara a oonprohensive and oystomtio inquiry into the whale 

subject has boon curried on by !tr.Coate,covering the per led ef 

the last twenty years. The results ef this inquiry it is In­

tended to publish in serial font lr. the successive numbers of 

the Labour Gazette and in the fom ef a special report which 

the Department hope* to issue before the oloso of the presort 

fieoal year, This inquiry will bo kept up te date sc far as 

succeeding years are concerned by the publication in the Labour 

Gasette of n nthly statistical tables,together with periedioal 

statistical returns on the coat of living,* reflected by retail 

prices at the no re important centrée of population tlurou ;hout 

Canada and by the publication fren nonth to until ef a eu-mf\rized 

tabular etatenent showing the wholesale price tendencies in son»

328 oonnodities entering largely into the trade of the country 
and reflect ing the r.eet inportant phase a of its industrial notify.
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