Thees tavlos are the result of & thorough and caroful in-
vestigation ably comducted by Hr.R.H.Coats,the Ansociate Bditor
of the M The Ddpartment elncet immediately after
{ts entablishment ‘n 1800 commemved the pathering of statietiocal
information on prisces and the coet of living,and one or two small
investigations wors commenced and partially comeluded by the late

{ Henry Albert Harper bafore his untinmely death. In a general way
the subjeet has bveen deal with ever since in commection with
the monthly review of industrial and lanous ¢onditions published
3 | in each inmue of the labour Gagette. During the past two or

three years & ¢omrohensive and systenntio inquiry into the vhele

subject has bean carried en by !r.loate,soverinz the neried of
the leat twenty years. The resulte ol this inquiry it is in-
tended to publiah in serial form In the successive mmbers of

O the Lahour Sasette and in the forn of a apeciel revort which

the Department hopes Lo issue Lefore the oleme of the »resent
.ﬂooal yoear. This inguiry will bo kept up te date eo far as
sucooeding yeers are concerned by the »ublieation in the lLabour
Gasettie of m nthly atatieticel tebles,together with neriedieal
atatistical returns on the cost of .iving,as reflected by reteil
prices at the nmore important centres of »edulation throushout
Canada and by the publieation fron month to nenth of a sumarized
tahuler statement shewing the wholesale price tendencies in sone

220 commodities entering largely into the trede of the country
end reflooting the nost important phases of its industrisl motivdy.
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