New studies
may be key
for lefties

By CONNIE RAE
Times Staff Writer

The way in which a left-handed person holds his
pen when writing may be indicative of an unusual
visual-neural wiring system, according to Lee C. Smith
of Erindale College

Smith, a resident of Riverspray Road in
Mississauga, did his fourth year thesis on left-handed
people under the supervision of psychology professor
Morris Moscovitch

People who write with their right hands are
reasonably predictable people, he says. It is thought the
left side of their brain controls language and the right
side controls special skills such as recognition of faces,
and space relationships such as distances and reading
maps. These people respond quickest to stimuli in the
right visual field.

Lefties, however, don't follow such a predictable
dominancy pattern. It is thought that those who write in
a non-inverted position (with their hands below the line)
are wired just like right-handed people but in an op
posite pattern

They respond quickest to stimuli in the left visual
field

However, Smith’s tests indicated that inverted lef-
ties, like right-handed people, also responded quickest
to stimuli in the right visual field

For the laboratory study Smith used 36 un
dergraduate students — half were male and half were
female. There were 12 right-handed people, 12 left
handed people who wrote in the non-inverted position
(hand below the line of writing) and 12 inverted writers
who held their hand above the line of writing. Subjects
responded to visual, auditory and touching stimuli by
pressing buttons as soon as the stimuli were perceived

Laboratory tests indicated that the only dis
Crepancy (measured in thousands of a second) was in
the visual testing. Noi-inverted writers were slower (by
a slight fraction of a second) in responding to visual
stimuli

Smith says previous studies have indicated that in
verted lefties responded slightly slower in all three
fields, indicating a different motor-muscle output. But
since Smith’s tests indicated only a discrepancy in the
visual field, Smith speculated that perhaps inverted lef
ties have a complicated visual wiring system

These people may be receiving reversed spacial in
formation and perhaps the brain has adapted by putting
the visual messages through a complicated neural
process to correct the improper image so it adjusts to
what the rest of the world sees. This could account for
the time lapse in the visual process, Smith says

They have adapted, but the problem may manifest
itself in inverting the hand so that a different set of
muscles are used in writing

“The visual system could be telling the motor
system what to do, that is to curl the hand to compen
sate for the backwards instruction of the motor system
Smith conjectures

The problem: may-manifest itself in other subtle
ways. Children with this problem amay have more dif
ficulty correcting mirror writing, and adults may oc
casionally reverse letters, for instance writing

prolbem” instead of “‘problem

Left-handed people have been neglected simply
because 87 per cent of the population is right-handed
and psychologists are interested in what makes the ma
jority tick. But the incidence of left-handedness is suf
ficient to stimulate Smith who wishes to go into neuro
psychology

Earlier research indicates the embryo develops a
bias to left or right development and may mean that
left-handedness is a genetic factor. Other tests
suggesting brain damage as a factor don’t seem to bear
out, Smith says

Smith’s tests seem to indicate that inverted lefties
have the same side of their brain developed as the right
handed population

Perceiving that there may be a problem in the

visual area, gives us a focus from whic h to work, he
says
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Sealed tenders submitted in the tender
envelope provided will be received by the
Purchasing and Supply Division, Treasury
Department, City of Mississauga, Ninth Floor
Univac Building. 55 City Centre Drive
Mississauga, Ontario, until 2:00 p.m.. ED.S.T

TUESDAY, JULY 4th, 1978

for the following:

TR-35-1978

Grading and Seeding: Construction of
Pathways; Supply and Planting of Trees at
Kogaydawin Trail/Sheridan Creek Greenbelt.

A Public Tender Opening will be held at One
City Centre Drive Mississauga, Ontario, on
Tuesday, July 4th, 1978, at 2:30 P.M_, E.D.S.T

Contract documents, specifications, tender
envelope and blank Form of Tender may be ob
tained from the Purchasing and Supply
Division, Treasury Department City of
Mississauga, Ninth Floor, Univac Building, 55
City Centre Drive, Ml:.:.labaugu, o payment of
$25.00 which is non-refundable

Tenders will be available for pick up on Thur
sday, June 22nd, 1978

The Tender must be accompanied by a certified
cheque and/or Bid Bond in the amount of 5%
of the total Tender. payable to the City of
Mississauga. Also a 100% Performance Bond
will be required

Lowest or any Tender not necessarily
accepted

Terance L. Julian

City Clerk
16877 (B6712)
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Fantasy and Fairytales Ink. are a group of
spirited youth employed under a Young Canada

Works project. Shown are Brad Lavelle, Karen

Times Phote by Gorm Larsen

Smith and Ken Ardito, front and Shelley Robin-
son, Doug McCullough, Barry Mathews, Michelle

Frey and Joanne Grindley top.

By JO ANN STEVENSON
Times Staff Writer

The youngsters playing in our parks
and visiting our libraries are going to
get a treat this summer. Eight com-
mitted young teenagers are staging a
series of plays aimed at the small fry
and will be performing in Mississauga

at no charge to their delighted
audiences.

Ken Ardito discovered acting when
he took theatre arts at Lorne Park
Secondary School. His voice is natural
for the stage

Brad Lavélle, another dedicated
member, is enrolled in Ryerson's
acting course and says he’d starve if it
would help him have the acting and
directing career he wants,

These are just two of the eight
members of the cast of Fantasy and
Fairytales and they will be making the
rounds all summer

The idea for the group came from
Steve Lee, a theatre arts teacher at
Lorne Park Secondary School
Students applied for and received a
Canada Works Grant and they held
auditions for the one additional person

. Playsin the park
~ add to summer fun

allowed in the grant. Doug
McCullough was chosen from twenty
who auditioned.

The group will play to the City of
Mississauga parks and recreation day
camps, public libraries, community
centres, the Lake Aquitane opening,
Mississauga Hospital and, hopefully,
when the grant expires in six weeks,
they can be paid to perform at the
Canadian National Exhibition

READY TO GO

The group develops original
material. They have five basic shows
arranged with themes including
pollution, appreciation of music,
responsibility and true love or com-
mitment

The works all have subtle moral
messages. One piece on prejudice
shows a popular extra-terrestrial being
who talks and walks differently and is
picked on by an unpopular normal
character

For further information about the
project, call Brad Lavelle at 274-2914
or Doug McCullough at 278-0421. Their
office will be at Lorne Park Secondary
School from June 26 to August 1
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For starters...

Perk up a dreary wall with thi

) storage and display cabinet. White

lacquered doorsanddrawer fronts
Brushed aluminum trim, hinge

and pu

Interior lights, sparkling

glass n upper and middle
- units. Liquor 1DInet ove riple
‘ drawers. A really great piece of

furniture, now at f

price. Reg. $149

white wall unit. Reg. $1150

Reg. $295

Made in Brazil. Reg. $1795

Reg. $1515
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important to miss. Save on wall [
i units and dining room suites
Bedrooms and living rooms
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Excellent value is an eight foot long black and

Well designed leather lounge chair

4 pce. bedroom group in dark ash or pine

$495
$895
$239

Sofa, two seater and chair upholstered in leather. $1 495

$1295

Ten other remarkable values to save you money

Leather high back chair — modern design with
chrome tubular frame. Reg. $579

White Wall unit. 3 sections. Switch them every
which way. Reg. $769

Multi coloured rugs, approx. 67" x 910", 100 per $223

cent wool pile. Reg. $339 each

Rosewood finished coffee table. Made in Norway.

Reg. $159

Nest of tables. For when the crowd arrives.
Modern design, chrome base. Reg. $69

Student's desk — white top on chrome base.

Good design. Reg. $249

Dozens and dozens of other bargains at any of DeBoer's four locations. Come in soon.

$495

$79

$45
$119

’_— ’-—

De Loer’s

A LOT OF NICE THINGS TO COME HOME TO

MAIN SHOWROOM 5051 Yonge, daily to 9, Sat. to 6, 226-3730.
SHERWAY GARDENS, 621-6111 and SCARBOROUGH TOWN CENTRE 438-5333

p All sales final—All items subject to prior sale and sold as Is—delivery optional on some items.
) .
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DOWNTOWN 458 Yonge, dally to 6, Thur., Fri. to 9, 967-5505
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