YORK

YUDC behind Master Plan

October 17, 1988 marked the culmina-
tion of efforts on the part of a great many
people in drawing up a new Master Plan
for York University. At the October 1988
meeting York's Board of Governors for-
mally endorsed the Master Plan Concept
for the University. The plan will serve as
the guiding document  for University
growth and expansion in the future, and
replaces an earlier version drawn up in the
1960s.

Preparation of the plan was the respon-
sibility of the York University Development
Corporation (YUDC) which is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of York University
Implementation of it will be coordinated by
YUDC and the Physical Resources Group
within York.

YUDC was incorporated in 1985 with an
initial mandate to prepare a Master Plan
for the campus. Part of the plan includes
development that will generate income for
the University by using York's vacant land
resources. Some portions of the land will
be leased to tenants whose activities
(research, commercial, housing, etc.)
complement the interests and needs of
the University. The leases will be varied in
term to be consistent with York's short-
and long-range goals.

Since its inception YUDC has accom-
plished:

e The completion of a new Master Plan for
York's main campus which will: consoli-
date academic uses in the central core
area; require infilling between existing
buildings to add comfort and convenience
for people moving from building to build-
ing; create new green spaces within the
core; frelocate parking lots in order to
separate cars from people, and eventually
increase parking, using deck structures
more conveniently located close to the
core; divide the campus into several dis-
tinct precincts including an academic
core, a science park, residential areas,
commercial and office space, and a
mixed use academic/research area.

e YUDC recently sold a parcel of Univer-
sity land (22 acres) through tender to
Bramalea Ltd. This land is intended for
condominium housing of approximately
1,575 units. The sale was considered a
one-time only event in order to generate
start-up funds for the current capital
expansion program. It should provide
between $33 and 50 million for the Univer-
sity capital program.

e A 1.5-acre parcel of land has been
leased to Computer Methods. The first
phase of the 60,000 sq. ft. facility is now
close to occupancy.

e Agreement in principle was reached
with the City of North York to establish an
active community park on campus with
facilities for the general public and some
exclusivity for York. In addition to a new
park, this project will yield about $1.5 mil-
lion to the University.

e A rental science building is in its con-
ceptual stages. It would be designed to
house tenants in the initial stages of com-
mercial application of scientific develop-
ment through to larger tenants such as
corporations with joint research interests
with York faculty researchers.

e Retail and office facilities totalling

140,000 sq. ft. are planned to open by late
1990, subject to certain financing condi-
tions.

e Agreement in principle has been
reached to establish a 167-unit coopera-
tive housing on campus, based on a 49-
year lease, prepaid in the amount of
approximately $2.8 million.

New Master Plan
guides development

A Master Plan for.York University was
originally prepared in the 1960s establish-
ing a target growth of 15,000 to 25,000
students (maximum) on York's 600-acre
main campus bounded by Keele, Steeles,
the hydro corridor north of Finch, and
Black Creek.

While building was intensive until the
early 1970s, aspects of the original plan
were never completed due to cutbacks in
government funding. Pressures have
been compounded as York's student
population continues to grow (to 40,000
by 1989), because of lack of classroom
and demonstration space, housing
accommodation, parking, leisure areas
and other facilities.

These factors have led to the develop-
ment of a new Master Plan to guide the
building of additional academic and
residential space; provide a weather-
protected environment through a system
of covered pedestrian walkways between
buildings; increase the level of on-campus
population (through more residences) and
improve the quality of campus life by
attracting outside retail businesses to the
new Student Centre and York Lanes.

Other physical elements of the Master
Plan include extensive landscaping and
tree planting as well as a new road system
to facilitate easy movement by car and
public transit onto and off the campus.

The plan was officially announced and
approved Oct. 17, 1988.

Plan highlights

e a new building for Fine Arts: the Centre
for Fine Arts Phase |ll. Due for completion
by 1990, the new building will provide
much needed office and performance
space for students and faculty. Cost: $10
million.

e linked, covered pedestrian walkways
between central core buildings.

e expansion of housing. Nine new “walk-
up" style student apartment buildings are
planned, totalling 378 units at a cost of
$20.7 million, and completion is set for late
1989.

e establishment of a University common or
“green.” This green provides the central
setting for the New Academic Building
and Student Centre (completion by spring
1990). The common will include an out-
door amphitheatre where convocations
might be held. A new retail centre, “York
Lanes,” will also be located on the north
side of the common.

e a new entry pavilion to York campus.
The pavilion will be a rotunda serving as
the foyer to the New Academic Building,
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and will also act as a social space and/or
a place to stage small gatherings. Cost is
estimated to be $22 million.

e retail office complex. York Lanes was
recently approved and construction
should begin early in 1989.

e expansion of recreational facilities

e residential development in the south-
west quadrant of the campus near present
graduate residences. Twenty-two acres of
land was sold to Bramalea Limited in July

1987. Bramalea is proposing a $300 mil-
lion residential community of approxi-
mately 1,575 units in six condominium
complexes. The University hopes to have
construction underway by early 1990

e a new Calumet College building. This
new structure will provide accommodation
for 264 students, as well as incorporate
new academic and administrative facili-
ties for the college. Cost will be about
$11.7 million.
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