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| shot the sheriff, but | didn’t shoot the president

BY BRUCE GILCHRIST
ROPAGANDA. Thar's whar

JFK is from start to finish. But

isn't that really what the movies

have always been? And, O
Caprain my Caprtain, what prop-
aganda!

FILM
JFK
Park Lane
Oliver Stone has written and
directed in his own words “the
beginning of the search for rruth
about the big lie known as JFK.”
New Orleans District Attomey
Jim Garrison, played by Kevin
Costner, is the focal point of Stone's
movie. Garrison investigates the
connection between the activity of a
group of New Orleans radical
homosexual/right-wing anti-Castro
freedom fighters and the death of
John F. Kennedy. He very quickly
finds out thismotley mob issomehow
connecred to much higher powers

including the CIA, the US Military

Establisment, and war technology
companies that could all profit from
terminating the presidency of the
‘soft on communism' JFK.

Stone makes it very clear thar the
assassination directly brought about
the end of hope for his generation,
and quickly culminared in Vietnam.

The
plot
to
turkey
shoot
JFK

The associations, interconnec-
tions, and ruses between characters
is absolutely dizzying. But Stone
manages to rivet his audience by
stitcching rogether staged footage
purporting unsure events (always in

G.S.T. + PS.T. = SAVING

Buy Your Off Campus
Meal Plan Today and

AVOID THE TAX

AQ,R l"o

CANADA

Meal Plans can be
purchased from the

Beaver Foods Office
3rd Floor Dal SUB

Meal Plans can be
used at both Shirreff

and Howe Hall
Residences

(minimum 10 meal / 30 day plan)

Q

This man voted for Reagan — twice.

a ghostly black and white), and real
footage that occurinagoldenfiltered
colour. There isevensome previously
unseen footage of JFK's autopsy,
which might move render ste nachs.

Garrison, tries to make sense of all
this but doesn’t know quite what to
do with the conflicting reports he’s
gathering. He knowssomething very,
very wrong has transpired, and that
the Warren Commission on JFK's
murder is a complete fabricarion.

But the movie takes on its most
surreal stage when the mysterious
Colonel X, played by Donald
Sutherland, provides Garrison with
enough reason for him to supect
everybody, right up to Vice-President
Johnson. As Garrison and Col. X sit
ourside on the White House steps,
disscussing the army's rule over the
U.S., Stone makes it quite clear what
really frightens him.

Other than a meticulous re-
creation of the eventsat Dealey Plaza
in Dallas (where JFK was shot), Stone
centers the film in New Orleans,

where Lee Harvey Oswald (played
by a remarkably introverted Gary
Oldham) is entagled in the plot to

‘turkey shoot' JFK.

There is
no
excuse
not
to see it

Col. X convinces Garrison to
proceed with the trial of Clay Shaw
(played very creepily by Tommy Lee
Jones). Garrsion believes Shaw
implicated Oswald JFK's assass-
ination and then later direcred
Oswald’s own murder. Then Stone
blows ourtall the doors on the Warren
Commission, and eventhe USCourt
system.

This film issodedicared toasearch
for some kind of truth and insight

into the conspiracy, that it barely
getstodevelop many of itscharacters.
The various footages roll by spinning
our minds, leaving us in complete
doubt of just about everyone.

Col. X, at one point says “the
public has always been suckers for
the truth,” and no doubr JFK is, so
far, the main manifestation of this.
The question is how many people are
willing to take it seriously? All I
know is that there is not a boring
second over the three hours of this
movie.

There are superb performances
throughout (Joe Walter
Matthau, Jack Sissy
Spacek, Ed Asner) and there is no
excuse for anyone nor to see it.

Pesci,
Lemmon,

Stone doesn't pretend to present a
definitive version of the events
surrounding JFK’s dearh. It isn't for
him ro find out the who's, what'sand
why's. His rask is to say, ‘what the
hellis going on?l want some answers,’

and he performs this rask most
admirably.
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