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Is nationalism
the last refuge?

by E. Nijenhuis

Thursday evening February 19,
Prince Hall of King's College was
the scene of another King's Debate.
““Nationalism is the last Refuge of a
Scoundrel'’ was the motion repre-
sented in the affirmative by Dr.
Edgar Friedenberg of the Depart-
ment of Education and Dr. John
Godfrey of the Department of
History. The negative position was
represented by Mr. David Tre-
leaven, President of the Committee
for an Independent Canada, and Dr.
Jonathan Wouk of the Department
of Political Science. The Hon.
George Mitchell, Nova Scotia Min-
ister of Development, acted as
Speaker of the House.

Dr. Friedenberg (affirmative)

Nationalism could be seen as the
primary source of identity for
Canadians but according to Dr.
Friedenberg, nationalism was not a
valid way to derive a sense of
identity. A more likely source would
have been through local loyalties or
personal associations. Nationalism
has become a component of Cana-
dian identity, because Canadians
are a product of living in a Canadian
context. Part of that context, indeed
an important part of the Canadian
heritage, was a tolerant social and
cultural eclecticism. One reason
that immigrants come here is
because we are not stridently
nationalistic.

According to Dr. Friedenberg,
social and cultural autonomy is a
different issue. Canadians should,
and do, object to economic im-
perialism.

The crux of the issue at Canadian
universities is the place of foreign
intellectuals. Dr. Friedenberg argu-
ed that American intellectuals, who
come here, do not represent U.S.
interests: they just come here for he
advantages of a continental job
market - a privilege that Canadians
enjoy as well.

Mr. Treleaven (negative)

Mr. Treleaven said that he
recognized the term ‘‘nationalism’’
has militaristic connotations for
those of European origin. Patrio-
‘tism as a pride in the nation, is a
more acceptable term. The CIC
(Canadians for an Independant
Canada) is patriotic in this sense.

Many, of the ten thousand
membership of the CIC, also belong
to the World Federalist Organiza-
tion. According to Mr. Treleaven,
one must be a nationalist in order to
be a World Federalist since Canada
must be independant before it can
play its full role.

Two examples cited by Mr.
Treleaven are Canada’s partici-
pation in the International Energy

Agency and the International Com-
mission for the North West Atlantic
Fisheries. In both of these cases the
organizations are dominated by the
U.S. In the first case, Canada's
energy resources are opened to
foreign use and investment without
any real benefit to Canada. In the
second case, Canada's fisheries
could have been more beneficially
managed by Canadians.

What Mr. Treleaven supports is
defensive nationalism. This type is
a world-wide phenomena of a pride
in one’s nation without the desire to
dominate one's neighbors. Offen-
sive nationalism is an attitude of
willingness to use one’s neighbors
as a source of cheap labor and raw
materials. Canada must protect
itself from the aggressive national-
ism of such countries as the United
States.

Dr. Godfrey (affirmative)

Dr. Godfrey sees nationalism as a
megaphone: the voice of a national
culture. In the case of the U.S., it is
the voice of progress and tech-
nology. It is also the most pervasive
because it is international in scope.
That of the British is the parlia-
mentary system of government and
the Common Law judicial system.
Canada has borrowed elements of
each. If these are not enough, Dr.
Godfrey suggested a sense of irony
at being caught between opposing
cultures. This should be based on a
recognition of our national limita-
tions and a sense of decency and
tolerance. He said, ‘‘We should ask
not who owns the Alberta tar sands,
but whether we need them'.

Dr. Godfrey accused the CIC of
accepting the American model,
such as the free enterprise system
and being interested only in chang-
ing the nationality of the principal
actors.

Dr. Godfrey summed up by
saying that we in Canada have an
opportunity to build a society
without nationalism and that we
would be better people for it.

Dr. Wouk (negative)

Dr. Wouk asked, ‘‘Where would
Nova Scotia be without Canada?
The condition of Nova Scotia is that
it is part of Canada’’. The pheno-
mena of Canada is shaped by its
people, cultures and economy. As
such we should avoid accepting
other people’'s models and look at
what is inherently Canadian. He
suggested that it must be based on
something more substantial than a
sense of irony or humour.

On the question of the place of
foreign intellectuals in Canadian
universities, he said that what he
objects to is those, who come
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fu\ UNIVERSITE DE MONTREAL

LEARN FRENCH WHERE FRENCH
IS AT HOME

ECOLE FRANCAISE D’ETE 1976
JULY 5th—August 13th

In the largest French-speaking university on the
continent you learn FRENCH where FRENCH is at
home.

METHODS: The latest audio-visual methods are used
with beginners; advanced students work in seminars.

ACTIVITIES: French-Canadian life discovered
through folksinging evenings, the theatre, excursions:
into the typical Quebec, countryside strolls and
sightseeing through historic old Montreal. Sports
activities available.

BURSARIES: L'Université de Montréal has been
selected as a participating institution in the Federal-
Provincial bursary program for Canadiarn' students who
wish to learn French as a second language.

Booklet on request:
Ecole francaise d'été
FACULTE DE LEDUCATION PERMANENTE

UNIVERSITE DE MONTREAL
C.P. 6128, Montréal 101, Québec, CANADA

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
— WHAT IS IT? — WHAT DOES IT DO?

— IF YOU'VE GOT COURSE HASSLES OR QUESTIONS
424 - 2132 JUST CALL & FIND OUTI

FOR THE FINEST
PIZZA IN TOWN

PlAZA EUROPA

6021 |
LADY HAMMOND ROAD

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY
- 45342438
D IF YOU HAVEN'T {
TRIED US THEN YOU

HAVEN'T HAD THE BESTH!




