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Neptune

by J.L. Round
Review of Misalliance, playing at
Neptune Theatre until Dec. 20th.
With George Bernard Shaw's
prolific output of plays in his 94
years of life, Neptune Theatre, |
must say, has shown terribly
original audacity in choosing this
one. G.B.S.'s Misalliance is, in
cold, hard fact, a very obscure, dull
play. A hell-of-a-lot of nothing
happens in its two-and-a-half hour
entirety. But it's funny. It's sort of
like “All In The Family” in that
you're always assured of a lot of
laughs and nothing else. *
Misalliance concerns itself with a
May afternoon in 1909 in the
household of John Tarleton Sr.,
underwear manufacturer and philo-
sopher. With various other charac-
ters - Mrs. Tarleton, John Tarleton

20th century town

HALIFAX, N.S. -- In the midst of
the Athletic hurly-burly of Cana-
dians preparing for Olympic great-
ness the lonely training program of
Mr. Peter Cox has gone unnoticed.

Mr. Cox's achievement of fame,

if his sincerity is rewarded, will
come in the town square of
-Hastings, England, and not in the
great Olympic stadium in Montreal.
The lack of notice hasn't been due
to Mr. Cox’s unwillingness to stand
up and shout but because he goes
about his regular business while he
trains.

Mr. Peter Cox is the official Town
Crier of Historic Properties, Halifax
and a principal reason why a visit 1o
the restoration development is trul
a trip back in time to the end of the
18th Century. Mr. Cox expects to
represent Halifax in the 1976 World
Champienship Town Crier competi-
tion which is held annually in
England.

While fellow Canadians are
seeking to top the speed, hei
distance of the last record ho
their event, Mr. Cox is malc rw.g his
efforts against those of a legendary
figure born about 1770 fmd reputed

to be the finest town crier in North
America. Peter Cox’'s historic
mentor and nemesis, George
Charker, was said to have the

birthdates of 2,000 Haligonians on
the tip of his tongue and, in need,
could come up with hundreds of
wedding anniversaries. To start,
Mr. Cox has had to give at least a
hundred pounds away to Charker
who was built like a weightlifter and
who could be seen and heard by
everyone in the crowded street
around him.

“| can't do anything about the
height and very little about the
weight,”” Mr. Cox says, “‘but I'm
not willing to concede anything on
voice. Those who have heard Mr.
Cox on duty at Historic Properties
are willing to bet at least even
money against the fabled Charker
outshouting Mr. Cox. ‘‘Twenty
years as a scout master either gives

Theatre’s

Jr., Hypatia Tarieton, Hypatia's
snivelling little fiancee, Bently
(Bunny) Summerhays - the talk
goes on and on.

The play is quite contempora
ts themes. Shaw
good cracks for the w :
tion movement 'mr‘ some
insidious remarks about bibles
organized religion and general reli
gious hypocrisy. He deals some
swift blows to the generation gaj
and has some off-colour ra:
remarks. And the whole play i
is a narrow satire on the love-adven-
tures of the idle rich.

On the whole, the cast is more
than excellent and, under
direction of John \fr)mri
mance manages to e the |
all. And although the play

you an indestructible voice or tur
you into a whispere
against whispering when |
four."'

Peter Cox is now a man with a
mission: t Halifax the mast
authentic endent of the famous
town criers of North America and
Great Britain and to win the town
crier championship for Canada. He
spends hours of his own time

L

digging up the tiny bits and pieces
which are in print about Town
Criers and talks, when he can, to

?wszml(_.r.n who specialize in the
5 vy of the 17th, 18th and

wins ine

Town Crier

champion salesman for a 1ada
in his other full-time job as
salesman for a national brand of
storm mn:*r'we and doors. Mr. Cox

e : wﬂr as the result
)0SS whn s.ald
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it effect). 'H: peaple
running a wide search for an
Historic Properties’ Town Crier
auditioned him, heard Mr.
one of his scoutmaster shouts, and
the job was his. He didn't know he
was hooked wuntil dressed in a
temporary 18th Century uniform
(Mr. Cox insists he does not wear a
costume but a uniform for his job
just as a fireman or policernan or
soldier wears a uniform in his job.)
He went out to meet the people.
Their interest in what he was doing
and how he did it, started him
searching so that he could better
answer visitors’ questions.

When Mr. Cox appears in the
town Square of Hastings the
competitors from other parts of the
world'will have trouble matching his
sartorial splendor. For Christmas,
Historic Properties’ presented their
Town Crier with a resplendent new
uniform designed by a Canadian
specialist in historic dress. A coat of
deep blue with silver buttons will do
Mr. Cox and Canada proud when he
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THE GRANBERRY

A new, light, refreshing
place to take lunch. ..
or tak=

| Centre,5991 Spring Garden Road

lunch out.

902-423-6824
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Enjoy Southern
t‘nmmrl smooth,

sweel satisfaction

from lﬂx South
Mixes with every-
thing within reason
and it's great all on
its lonesome. Try
some, Y'all love it.
Southemn
Comfort.
The Grand Old
Drink of the
South that
can't be
imitated.
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