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g&long the Line.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

THE following letter from the Rev. C. Bryant was

received in April last, but was crowded out by
other material.  Still, it is hot out of date, as it deals
with development of our work in the Pacific Province,
and affords some idea of the prospects, especially in
the valley of the Fraser :—

“ Originally, Maple Ridge, which lies about 11 or 12
miles above ¥‘Icw Westminster, on the north bank of the
Fraser, was the only settlement on that side of the river be-
tween New Westminster and Yale, the head of steam navi-
gation. Yale at that time was included as one of the
appointments, and was dropped in consequence of the
general exodus of the population upon the completion of
the railroad. Other intervening appointments have sprung
up, the chief one being khown as Mission City, which now,
as an important railroad junction, not only eclipses the head
of the mission but is known as the only point on the fiotth

~side of the river above New Westminster as?lﬂng to the

status of a city. A chureh, to cost $t,soo, s how being
built there, mainly by the voluntary help, in day-labour, of
our people, several of whont hnppcnuf to be techanics,
uhder the leadership of Bro. Tupper, a son of a formet mini-
ster well known i Ontario. At pregent, I preach there
twice ohe Sabbath and once ofi the Alternate Sabbath. 1
also give fortnightl{ services to Maple Ridge, Wharnoek, 8
imiles distanty and Dewdtey, which is 5 tiles above Missioh
City, of aboiit 23 miiles froi Maple Ridge. This ccasiohs
me, aside from railwdy tfavelling, a gredt deal of Wallﬁh%,
and it is hot possible to tise & Kotse 6F buggy, ds the dppoiht-
fiients afe not confiected by todds, Maple Ride will, 1
dssuime, be stifl the head of the Hisslon, 4s We have the -
sonage theré, 4 good, stbstatitial, brick-vefeered nLotise,
which T have mdnaged to tlear of & $450 debt, dhd Have
effected improvements worth, includihy painting of chufeh,
$256 tore. Ouf cause hete is feeble, cotsidering the years
of toll bestowed by tur chureh at this point; but the Epis-
copal and Presbyterian Chiirches haveé come in aHd built.
The ldttet have become the strohgest congregdtion by the
immigration of Presbyterian settlers.  Still theré is hope for
s, large tract of ftom 30,060 t0 40,0006 attes of Meadow
land 4t the motth of Pitt river, 4 ttiblitary of the Fraser,
ohly a few tiiles above New Westiinster, and within a dis-
tinte of two miles from Maplé Ridge parsonafe, is now ih
eolitse of reclamation by a Syndicite who dté dyking it to
feveht the afinudl Sutritier freshéts froth ovetflowing it ds
etetofore, atid if they succeed, as is genetally eéxpected by
intelligent engineers, it will transform what has so fitt beeh
a4 compdtative marsh into theé most eligibly situated and
thost extensive agrictltural séttletiient in the lower Friser
tegion. If that lihd comes ifito the miarket ifi the course of
the Hext tiwo or thtee yedts, as is geherally expected, it will
doubtless provide mofe than one additiotid] dppointifient,
dtid probably edll for the divisioh of this circuit; in Which
case the pdrsoriage will be more céhtral for the miidsiondry.:
Wharnock is a seattered settletehit withifi the bouhds bf
the Maple Kidge municipality. We hivé biit few méfiibers
45 yet, and preach in the Sehool House. Missivh City is
the place where we have a bettef prospect of an establishied
and prosperous cause than in any other new settlement that
1 ktiow of in dHy of our missions. Beyond the Mission, as
I hive sdid is Deawdney, where we use the Schiovl House,
but where the people hope to build tis a church irt the

eourse of another yeat, and where we have a few members ;
and about 4 miles further up river, opposite Sumas, is
another desirable place to occupy, Nicomen Island. 1t was
visited in the early part of this conferehce year from the
Chilliwhack efrettit, until the health of Bro. Michener failed,
and so it has had no religious services of any kind, that I
know of, since Christmas last. I undetstand there are some
Methodists there and at all eévents it ought to be visited.
The same may be said of Agassiz, opposite Cheam. Bro.
Rayson, our Cheamn missionary, cantiot attend to his work
efficiently o the Cheam side of the river and at the same
time visit Agassiz, where we have several members. Near
Agassiz, too, 18 the summer resort and watering-place known
as the Mot Springs, where it is thought we might have ser-
vices in the tourist seadon, as there are mdny visitors from
all parts.

1 omitted to say in cohnection with Mission City that the
peoplé have themselves cominenced a Sunday 1o a.m. ser-
vice two miles distant in the woods, and already a log ¢hurch
ih that neighborhiood is projected, the settlers generally
beitig poor. But gouls ate being saved already in that
cottage servicd. That and other points I am unable to

attend to, ag preaching appoifitments. Since I began this |

})age I have teceived a letter fromi a good Presbyterian
tend, principal owner of the City Planing Mills, New West-
fitinster, John Hendty, Fsq., (and who was & member of my
congregation at Nanaimo years ago) conveying to me the
welcome ittelligence of the donation of al/l the shingles—
18,600~ heeded for out Mission City chutch ! This is by
way of patenthesis, btit it means a $45 lift to our new
chureh, at least.

1 am afraid you will hot wade through this lengthy epistle
with miuel pleasure, and pethaps T ought to have boiled it
down somewhat, but T do hope that we shall be able to get
i thai for Missioh City; as being, in my opinion, a very de-
sitable Bpening; diid as this is a very opportune occasion to
develop ouf Work 1t that place ahd the surroundihg country.
We have alfeady the gift of twb eligible lots for a parsonage
it Migsion City; atid if weé had not one here, I would have
temoved thither and so made it the head of the mission a
yédt ago: Our financlal resources are not what we could
tesire; as but people are mobtly struggling for a livihg on
bitsh fn}ms, but doubtless they will improve if we increase
our staff. .

THE INDIAN WORK.
Letter from Ruv. O. GERRMAN.

HovierokE, Alberta, July 21, 1892.

I HAVE begun work on my new field of labot, dnd am

hoping for a successful year. Both the white people
and the Indiats are very kind, and appear willing to do all
they can to assist the missionary in his work. I am not yet
trell acquainted with the Indians, but am glad to learn that
a majotity of those who are not Roman Catholies are mem-
bers of the Methodist Church. The attendance on the set-
vices 15 good; the interest marked; and the responses very
hearty.

This year the two missions of Battle River dnd Bear’s
Hill have. beeti united, one missionaty only being em-
ployed instead of two as formérly. = Of course it will not be
possible to visit the outlying White settléments as regularly
a8 wis dorie when the two mén were here. We hold (on
thé rhissibn) two Cree services and one English service oh
elich Sabbdth: The goverhimerit employees and their fami-
ligs; together with a4 tew families who live in the vicinity of
the reservation, constitite the English congregation.

The Battle River day-school is showing good results.
Miss Whitelaw is an efficiént teachef,; and is well liked by



