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Why 1 Arn- Against Imperial Federation
iy H INRI BOURASSA

Editor ci '*Le Devoir."YOU] d0 tlle flhlottourII Éf asking nîy Opinion
on 0.v inmporut; nI fa rewhtu probleni

y of coilonial rer 'tîlit i n I1p lral Couin-
cils, as lrlaowe IN Mr. Iiorden's re-cent titterasitçý, iii iota

N'on ask ie : lre Y0:1u favour of lîmperiai
Fedeatinï'All,,w itei ta gis e sotiui an u isu-r asstt aighti anl,i 111, et[ :, sý ic qustionti tst'l f A , I ani

<tut in f_,cu uji of pe ieieruti
On t1t' priJIî,, 1)fe ielajî gaveriiiîetit par-tîcinlarly as 1edtsCai a have ext>r(essedl ta>y

st'f qlteetit~ltîvl-i anyat occasiaot,, iii theliolase of Ci Il. (i i cs a tilpulie plat fortîti andthlrou;gl theu 1 1 1 inig1iînd and EAiglishi >1pe;kittgCanlada, as w i, as itî 11.1, l>ruv1te i )lIebee%'lo InîIperial1 1'drto ali opedbCcaumSe 1do not thliuk it il akbe ups slute fgarm ofguvieneu aadI, In.atutcut 1 eie forflie wbole -Il, Enpr. 1  ali free te admit that, like(ail Itritish li1nstîtntil, itlua grow)\ ami sap itselfilito toril by, a gradulai process of fact.s long bfranly r-igid forula îeed be placed ito) anlY statultehook 4;1ar fi rom bituiginig dIoser fhlaic orinof theEmpre h wýouldi open, pavc and( wNidel thecruoad ta agru frictions aud( couIIIicts, whichi
fold ot fail to) arise cet Ilen conuluities ofcincrgetic and lfit ldBrts sublje.cts, so faraplart in clmtin cno ica i social coniditionis

auid veinpolitical irto.
Moreove, 11. l1g as; no sesil at thouIghltfl

FdraionstI< ili,:li:iated wbat is to 1>e doue wîthfi111dia, lui that 11(l (aîesI f iiritishl niatlins,I fail ta see hýq \ it coffli \ork on tt.
India reýpresets fourflts or atl least three-

folurtits, of t0:tta population of the( Em' lpire. itsaduuiss;.ioui inil ta the 1partn(rshýip onf tlie bai of re-preLseutationi bly popilaî Lioul wNouild be preposte1rous.
W'ould il thlen b lt i as at presenit, unur fice ex-
clusive authîority\ andti risdiction of one of thec StateIJeýpairtmfients (if thec British Goverument, sllrespIoisible ta tPu Ilritîsh Parliameucit anid the ec-torate of the( Uuited Kiugzdom ? Thenl, wbat be-camles of the reality oif partulership?

'l'le basic piriincipleI of the( praposcdFeeato
îs to apporttojn, beýtween thl< 1No(therlaudf andifthe self-governing colonies, tflibude of naval aind militarydefence audi, asý an indispensable coroliary', thesupremec authority over Imperiai 'forces, by landaud( by sanad Imiperial diplomlacy, which contraIsforeigui relations, and shapes, go veýrns and suethec events of peace and war. This Mr. B'ordienhîiniself bias statedt, in his late declarations in I.)iLoudo,as clearly as a Caniadian politician and a weather-
beaten iawyer eaui dIo.

Now, can any close observer of eveuts and studeutof British affairs deny that thec possession Of India,with its enormous responsibilities, bas been, silicethe consolidation of that tretnendous Emipire uinderthe rifle of I3ritain, the main pivot of Britishi
foreign policy ? Almost every war waged by
Great Britaini for a century ami a haîf, neariy everyalliance or rupture betweeni Great Britain and thepowers of both hiemispheres, the acquisition of avast portion of ber Crown Colonies and Protec-
torates, wvere or are related, directly or indirectly,
to India.

Jlow, there fore, could Canada and the other
junior partners admitted into the sanctuary here-
tofore reserved to the Hligh Pontiffs of the Emipire,
exercise any effective authority over the diplomiacy
of the Empire and its military and naval forces-
how couid they really exercise their joint control

of ail thinîgsý, Îitt&nal or ekternal, that make for
peCace or war-_if thle very soul and balttomn of lmn-
peril poii'c> escape theçir autl.ority ani( still remain
unlder tlic exclusive care of thle senior partner?

'l'le saine question couild bue asked with regard
to the Crowui CoIlnies, thic Irotectorates and
>pheres of liritishi influence iui aIl parts of thle world.Anid the obvionis aIwe o botb qulestionis is,thlat thecre is nuFdeain îssbe that there can
be no( real Imiperial partueriship. uniless tlic India
and Colouiial Offices are puit uinder tlic juiris(liCtioln
of thic Fedlerated l>arliameuclt, julst as cole(teiy and
effectiveCly as, tuec Foreigu i ais thle Navy and
tlie Aruty.

The Danger of the Colour Problem.

NI 0W\ý, wold( it he safe?, Are we prepared andcan \%e aflord, inianda Australia and thleother sefgvrigcoloies," wilo stili have so
nsucbd to do ta uitldlf thevir owîî bouses and put themn
in shape and order, are \we prepared ta supersede!
the British, wvitb thecir niagificeut traditions, their
long exeineand their speddcivil service. in
thec adiniistration of those vatdominions?

Buit suppose ail thiat côuild shape itself into work-
Iig order, whtwudbe donc with one single
problein, that of colourced immigration in thec white
colonies- flot to speak of miany other difficulties?

At the last Imlperial Con ferenice, Eari Crewe
sýtated, and rightl.Y so, that uintil that vexatious ques-
tion %vas settied In a wvay to satisfy tile iegitimately
offended pride of the superior races of India, it
was useless ta taik of a Unîtedi EmIpire.

At the samle Coniferenice, snicb a stauncb Im-
periaiist as Sir *Joseph Wa";rdl stated empbaticaliy
that for no consideraion of Iniperial unity, would
New Zealand remnove flie sligbitest restriction against
Hindu immigration ; and thic Anstralian delegates
endorsed',ti( and epbasized that statement.

For thec present, tbe British Government and the
India D)epartnient have succecded, althongb with
tncreasing difficuity, in opposing, to Hindu protests
and pleas, the existing systeni of colonial autouomy
and decentralization. Iu other words, tbey bavedisclaimed ail responsibility in the adoption of ex-
clusion laws in flhc se.lf-governing colonies, and
pleaded thecir politicai impotency in preventing the
operation of those iaws.

But if there is a federated IniperiaI Parliaiment,
in whici tile United Kingdom, Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and South Africa are repreqented
On a footing of proportionate equality-atd vithout

'7'll re-puta<lîitonf Air. Hienri Bouurassa as
TI ioratur, 7writer, le'ader of the third Cana-

<hant Politieul Party-the Nationalsts-is 100
îvell known Iu need any comtent. 1 Viît!ever
difference of opinion exisis as to U,.s Political
7vtezes, nu0 une niay say t/t lie orr' es at them
superfieially or ilastity. Air. Burassa s .s a
thinker. lis uthler eliief elîaracte ristîè is that
lie is flot a/raid Iu state hîs opinions frankly
and wit/tout regard to t/he effeet upon his
ca reer.

T/te follo7ving article, by Air. lHenri lBonur-
assa, Îs peetîliarly tunieiy of tîew of recent
uittcraitiis of AMr. liordent in L.ondunt. Thlie
lPrimte Aliinister of Cantada said t/he ut/wr day:

'Any great Domnion, undi(ertoikîtgy ta s/tare
upon a Permanent basis in t'.s' sea defence of
t/he Enipire, tnust have saine voice in t/he
polie y /lie/t s/tapes the' issues of peace
iatd war."

It is ecar front Mr. liuurassa's article, t/t
if Mir, lorden's naviat policy involves somte
scheme of lin peria! federation, it will flot mne!
zvith, t/te support of Mir. lBourassa and thte
Nationalists.

it, partnership there cannot be-how couléd the
lBritish authoritics avoid bringitig the question to a
final issue through that Itnperial Parliaient or
Council? Surely, if there is a question of Iniperial
conceru, this is one. I law would it bc settled?
lu the sense of India, or in that of the white
Colonies? If the view of a wlîite Australia is
maintained, drawitng-roomi Emlpire inakers in To-
ronto had better luforin thuemselves hi Lonîdon, as
ta what shall happen in India,

If, ou the contrary, the policy of conciliation ani
of the open door, claimed by the people of India,
fis adopted and imposed ou the people of Australia
and New Zealand-uot ta speak of Britishî Col-unbia-they should enquire itn Sydnîey, Melbourne
and Wellington, as to the probable resuits there.

Not later than last sutumer, a leadiug Australian
jourualist wrote, in oue of the Englishi reviews,
that Australia was ready toi coutribute more thanlier share to Imperîal defeuce and assume hier por-tiou of Imperial authority aud respousibility; butthat, if Imperial partnershtp meaut the breakiug(lowu or the loweriug of the walis raised against
ilindu immigratiou, the whole of Australia, not only
would recede from auy sort of Imperial orgauiza-
tiou, but would raise arms and fight to the Iast
tnau agaiust Britain herself-because they would
rather die as white free men than cousent toi bedrowned by a flood of Asiatie immigration,*

Let à bie hoped that Mr. Borden aud bis colleagues
will hold a frauk and thorough discussion with theBritish authorities ou this. the gravest internai
issue which the British Empire bas to face. Thedays they may employ in that study wiil be ofgreater use to them aud the Cauadiau people, thau
the iuquiry they May make and the information theymay get as ta the resistiug power of France, the
intentions of Russia, or even the flghting capacity
of the German fleet.

The Difficuity of Defence.
A S 'regards the question of Canada's contribution
1I toi Imperial defence, nothiug has yet beenstated in London, either by Canadian or by British

*_ The &udaml- FIe," hy James Edni.nd, je the. Natîoal
xev1ew. Jul, le9là
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