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By MARJORY MacMURCHY

ANUMBER of good novels by Canadian
writers have been issued during the year.
Meredith's Letters, published the other day,
to]d how when the public would flot readbis poetry, ýhe wrote novels instead and found the

attention of the public almost as bard to gain by'this metbod. The reason w'as that Meredith could
only do bis best. He did flot know how to bepopular. But,î in spite of everything, he could bca great novelist. 0f Canadian writers whosenovels and stories have been published during theyear, Mrs. Cotes, Basil King, Miss Montgomery,
Mrs. McClung, Miss Alice Jones and Mr. George
Pattullo, are probably story tellers by gif t and choice.
Miss Mcllwraiûh would rather Write Ilistory. Mrs.MacKay by gift is a poet. Professor Leacock isa humourist who can change bis niaterial into any
shape bie will. Norman D)uncan, one believes, per-haps ought to, have been a preacher. Mrs. Murphy
writes coflversationally of wlîat she secs and thinksand cornes only a littie way towards fiction. Mrs.
Sbeard's lient is for poctry. But publîshers andpublic almost invariably prefer fiction.

The most considerable amongst the Canadian
rwïvels, short stories, and books wlîich resemble fic-tion of 1912 are: "The Street Calîcil Straight," lBasil King; ",A Diana of Quebec," Miss McIlwraith;
"T'he Man at Lone Lake," Mrs. Sbeard; "OpenTraîls," Mrs. Murphy; "Rory of Willow Beach,"
Mrs. Patriarche; "The Flouse of Windows," Mrs.
MacKay; "Chronicles of Avonlea," Miss Mont-gomery; "The Consort," Mrs. Cotes; "The LongPatrol," H1. A. Cody; "Corporal Cameron," Ralph
Connor; "The Black Creek Stopping Flouse," Mrs.McClung; "Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town,"
Professor Leacock; 'he Best of a Bad job," Nor-man Duncan; "Marcus Holbeach's Daugbter," Miss
Jones; "Man in the Open," Roger Pocock; "Thle
Lad Feuix," Hlenry Milner; "The Long Portage,"
Harold Bindloss; "The Toîl of the 'rides," T. G.Roberts; "The Sherliff of Badger," George Pattullo.

O~F the novels, Mrs. Cotes' "The Consort" is prob-
''ably the most artistic work, Lt is the storyof a vcry wealtby womnan, the novelist's idea

apparently having been taken f rom the Baroncss
Burdett-Coutts. Her busband feels overshadowel
and is driven to assert bis personality by attenîpting
a political career, The step-.daughter is also insometbing like revoIt. Unfortunately, the wealthywife and ber step-daughter fall in love witb thesaine man, who admires the wife and loves the stpdaughter. Altogether, the relations of "The Con-:sort" are complicated. The book is vcry clever,
subtie, and consistent. But it is flot a happy story
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ian Wrtr niess and bst thiîgs conihig to the best people inthe endl. Mr. Pattullo is a Canadian, altliough bis

book is neot publishiei in Canada. 'Tle story is abouit
p)eople in the United States, but it is a gouil storyand Canadians. will cuijoy it. 'Marcus Hulbeaclî's
l)auigliter" is also a guud piece of xwurk. Miss Joncs
lias three or four nuvels tu lier credit anil knuwsThe chuice of huw to tel] a story. Suie is a niative of Nova Scutiaebetwecn fiction and know s the Lowe r Provinces intîmately. Theicieties. Notlîng sceîîe uf this novel is iu the country bordering on1 "The Consort" the Bay of Chaleur. Tliere is a good deal about'les of Avonlea." salmon fishing ou the rivers that flow intu the Bay.wbolesome and One part of the story tells abouit prospectiiig forontgumery's bcst mineraIs in northern Quebee. "Marcus llulbeach'she Chronîcles of Datiglier" is a guod (anadian story. Sonie yearscomparisun with ago Miss Mcllwraith, wvheii writing ber "Life ofor the work of I Ial<limand," cane on niaterial wliicb tolil about anCallcd Straight," early love-story ut Nelson in Quebec. Slîe basThe autlior gives miade admirable uise of this material in "A Diana ofer of an Englisli- Çjuebec," whicb is a sensible, well-built novel, withoston. Th'e fine a trace of luomesptîn ini its qtîality that niakes it ailCalleil Straiglît" the more likeable. 'l'le authur, it iîîay be, quotesit is interesting. a little tou freely froni original documents. Butndows" is melo- one believes tliat this novel lîy Miss Mcllwrat'bw to tell a story inî us owxn way will lîe considcred aliiiost as uîsefuluuch better than a story te, read for the liisîory of Queblec City asiîng Ifouse," byhe faîîîous "Goldeni Dog" itself. l'le charactert stories. Mrs. of the boouk îs wholly different froîn that of thethan ber short "Golden Dog," but it is a gouil listorical novel.ur anîd kindness, ,'Sunsliiue Sketches of a Little Towîi" is Mr.erest in humai' Leacuck's bcst work su. fan. Thxe humiour is inimit-ble little book. abfle. The sketches arc su truc, înasterly, andl inre-

sistible that une eau only offer tlieni tu the worldare Miss MIl- outside as an undeniable bit of Canada, quite asMiss Jones' truly Caîîadian as the wheat knowvn as Nuîîibcr OneIMr. Pattullo's liard. There are few humorous books of thisast namcd is a qtîality writteîî anywliere. It is te be hoped theis a good picce little towîîs will un(lerstan1 tlîat the hunîorist isif action, frank- proud of bis citizensl.

ATRIBUTE of nlemory and regret is ta bepaid to two Canadian authors who died
during, the ycar. Miss Agnes Deans
Camneron was a thorougb-going optimist.In "The New Nortb" sbe e9tablisbed a place forherself as a writer of travels which can bear comnparison with that of favourably ýknown travelwriters of the day. Her lectures were of the sainecharacter as ber books. Shç had, many plans forauthorsbip which wi'ere not carried, out. But shebas left an impulse for bard work and reasonable

entbusiasm whichlias, ils influence, perbaps espe-cîally among the women writers of Canada. Pro-
fessor Blewett's death occurred more recently. Hiswork publisbed during the year is referred to else-wbere in the presenit nunber of tbe CANADIAN
COURIER. His lucid prose had alI the qualities
wbicb make the best prose as beautiful as poetry.
One cannot say that bis work was not complete,
although he died young.

Politics, travel, bistory, biograpby, and religion
are rcpresented amung the more considerable Cana-
dian books of the year.' The list of general works
îs fairly long. Am,'ongst others sbould bie mentioned:
Lord Durham's Report on British North Anierica,
edited by Sir C. P. Lucas; short biographies of Wolfe
and Monteam, by Colonel Wood, of Quebec; abiography of Brock, by Mr. T. G. Marquis; Froni
Halifax ta Vancouver, by Miss Pullen-Bury; The
Selkirk Mountains, by Mr. A. 0. Wheeler and Mrs.
Parker, of Winnipeg, The Black Bcarded Bar-
barian, a life of MacKay, of Formosa, by "Marian
Keith"; Correspondence between Lord Elgin and
Lord Grey on the Affairs of Canada, editied by Dr.Doughty and Professor Sbortt-this volume is notlikely to be published before the end of the year;Just Before tbe Dawn, an accounit of religion in
japan, by a Canadian missionary, Mr. R. C. Arm-
strong; a new edition of Canadian Men and Women
of tbe Times, Mr, Henry Morgan's standard work
of reference; The New'.Canada, by Mr. J. S. Wil-lison; and Sir Richard Cartwright's Reminiscences.

Political works are most important anlong thevolumes mentioned. Beginning witli Sir Charles
[.ucas's estimate eo'f Ille service of Lord Durhami to:be British Eifpirc, the ..year ends with Sir Richard
iCartwright's Reminiscenices. Durham's service con-
;isted "in the force and clearness wîth which he
ointed out existing evils, and the remedies which
nust be applied; the statesmanship witb which, not
ontent with generalities, he prescribed definite and

t

immediate action; and the Courage and insight,amoutiting ta genius, witb which lie gave to thexvorld the doctrine of responsible guvernment, notas a prelude to the creation of separate peoples, but
as thie corner-stone uipon which a single andl un-divided British Empire should be rearcd to abiding
strength."

The New Canadla, by Mr. J. S. Willison, editorof the Toronto Newvs andl Canadian correspondent
of the London Times, is "a survey of the conditionsand probleins of the Dominion." Lt is between
thirty and forty thousanil words in lcngth. Appear-ing originally in the Empire Day edition of theTimes, May 24th,1 1912, The New Canada was laterissued by the Times in book forrn. It is a rapid andcomprehensive accounit of the devclopment and pre-sent situation of Canada, written iii a style wbicb

Sir Rtichard CartwrigIt'$s *"Reminscences " Vol. 1, juit ouit,WUI b.e the Hiatory of Practical Polities in Canada Writ.ton froin the muide. It wii Explain EverythingIn the livOintion of Llberalism front pre.cou.,federation ta Commercial !union Iu 1887
aud Rociprocity iu 1911.

Po1jtics, and Biography


