deferred to gloom and disillusion, and
the orderly Sergeant® assumes a
fiercely triumphant expression.

“Twenty-eight days Field Punish-
ment number one,” murmurs the Cap-
tain ruminatively, “or a court-mar-
tial”—this just loud enough for the
accused to hear. The latter’s left leg
sags a tmifle, and consternation o’er-
spreads his visage.

“In view, Smith,” says the Captain
aloud, “in view of your previous good

record, I will deal with you myself. .

Four days dixie washing, and you will
attend all parades!”

Before Private Smith has time to
heave a sigh of relief the C.S.M.’s
voice breaks on the air, “Left turn!
Left wheel, quick marrch!”

“A good man, Sergeant-Major,” says
the Captain with a smile. “Have to
scare ’em a bit at times, what?”

Battalion Orderly Room is generally
a very imposing affair, calculated to
put fear into the hearts of all save
the most hardened criminals. At times
the array is formidable, as many as
thirty—witnesses, escort, and pris-
oners—being lined up outside the or-
derly room door under the vigilant eye
of the Regimental Sergeant-Major. It
is easy to see which is which, even
were not the “dress” different. The
prisoners are in clean fatigue, wear-
ing no accoutrement or equipment be-
vond the eternal smoke-helmet. The
escort are in light marching order, and
grasp in their left, hands a naked bay-
onet, point upwards, resting along the
forearm. The witnesses wear their
belts. Most of the accused have a
hang-dog look, some an air of defiance.

“Eiscort and prisoners. . .. Shun!”

The Colonel passes into orderly
room, where the Adjutant, the Bat-
talion Orderly Officer, and Officer wit-
nesses in the cases to be disposed of
await him, all coming rigidly to at-
tention as he enters. In orderly room,
or “office” as the men usually call it,
the Colonel commands the deference
paid to a high court judge. He is not
merely a C.0., he is an Institution.

The R.S.M. hovers in the back-
ground, waiting for orders to call the
accused and witnesses in the first case.
The C.O. fusses with the papers on
his desk, hums and haws, and finally
decides which case he will take first.
The Adjutant stands near him, a sheaf
of papers in his hand; like a learned
crown ‘counsel. '

Not infrequently the trend of a case
depends on whether the C.0. lunched
well, or if the G.O.C. strafed or com-
plimented him the last time they held
palaver. Even colonels are human.

“Charge against Private Maconochie,
No. 170298, drunk,” etc., reads the Ad-
jutant.

After the evidence has been heard
the Colenel, having had no explana-
tion or defence from the accused, pro-
ceeds to pass sentence. This being a
first “drunk” he cannot do very much
but talk, and talk he does.

“You were drunk, Thomkins. You
were found in a state of absolutely sod-
den intoxication, found in the main
street of Ablainle-Petit at 4 p.m. in
the afternoon. You were so drunk
that the evidence quotes you as sleep-
ing on the side-walk. You are a dis-
grace to the regiment, Thomkins!
You outrage the first principles of
decency, you cast a slur on your bat-
talion. = You deliberately, of set» pur-
pose, intoxicate yourself at an early
hour of the .afternoon. I have a good

- mind to remand for a Field General
Court-martial. ° Then you would be
shot! Shot, do you understand? But
I shall deal with you myself. * I shall
not permit the name of this battalion
to be besmirched by you. Reprimand-
ed! Reprimanded! Do you hear, sir!’”

(Voice of the R.S.M., north front.)'
“Right turn. Right wheel; 'quick

marrch!” ‘

!
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A house may be ‘‘Made Over’’ by the judicious use of good
paint.

Let your home be painted in artistic combination of colors, and
you’ll have good reason to be proud of the result.

Years hence you’ll still be proud of it, provided you use a*paint
that lasts like

B-H “ENGLISH” PAINT

This is the paint that endures.

It eontains 70% Brandram’s Genuine B. B. White Lead, 30%
Pure Zine, mixed in pure linseed oil and ground to exceeding fine-
ness.

Our authorized agent in your town will gladly give you color
cards and prices.

n If you want to hear from us direct, write our Ser-
‘viee Department for advice on any painting problem.

- Other Sent to You Free—
B-H This China Lac
P oduc!s Booklet

Fresco-Tone — Flor 'wall It tells in an interesting
and ceiling decoration. manner -the many uses to

> which you camn put

Ghina-Tuiac—For staining “China-Lac” Varnish
furniture, .wood work, stain. Explains how to
bric-a~brac, etc. use this wonderful home

% beautifier for best rve-
B-H. Floor "Lustre—An sults. Shows  how con-
enamel floor paint. clusively that a small

;5 investment in a tin of
B-H. English Enamel—a China-Lac and a var-
high ¢ quality nish-brush will repay you

product for in- many «times
terior decora- wover in the
tion. like-new effect

it gives to fur-
Anchor Shingle initure, floors,

Stain—a durable woodwork. Also
stain that will made in gold or,
not fade. Comes aluminum for
in twelve colors. radiators.

BH"ENGLISH” PA

We make it good-our customers
have made it famous.

If you change your address and desire to receive your copy without delay,
| always give your old address as well as the new one.




