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The petition of Duican lay, the Act of' Notoriety, and the Act of Curatelle being exhi-
bited to the witness, he answered as f'ollow: Tlis is a case which I call illegal, vexatious
and unjust, to the knwlIedge oi the said judge. The case was this Duncan Hay, trader
and taverii-keeper, fornerly of' New Carlisle, and now of Caraquet, in the province of New
Brunswick, presented a petition to the said judge on behalf' of my creditors, for the pur-
pose Of gettimg a curator appointed to nie, allegmg that I had been absent fron thc pro-
vince siice the 1 st Septeiber 1833, and fnlsely stating that my then place ofi residence vas
unkuown ; the said Duncan Hay concluded by praying that a curator should be appointed
to me, because I was an absentee. The said *petition is signed by the said Duncan Hay,
the petitioner. I recognize the signature to be renlly his ; and the said petition is in the
handwriting of John Robinson Ilamilon, esq,, advocate, the nephew of the said judge. It
will be seen by the order indorsed on the said petition, dated at Paspebiac, the 18th
February 18:35, signed by the said judge in his judicial capacity, that my friends were suai-
noned to appear before hie said j dge at the court-house at New Carlisle, on Tuesday the
igth of February then instant, and now past, at i i o'clock in the forenoon, for the purpose
of naiming a curator to rme. In suîpport of the said petition thera is a certain docunient, in-
tituled an Act of Notoriety. This document appears to be a certified copy of a similar
original act passed by Robert Caldwell, justice of the peace at New Carlisle aforesaid. 13y
tis cpy so certified, I find tiait the pretended Act of Notoriety was passed by RobertCalct-
wvell, justice and witness, on the i 8th Februnry in the year 1835, and that it appears by it,
that Daînel Marrett, carpenter, and his father John Marrett, labourer, both of New Carlisle
aforesnid, stated and detailed, 1st, that they were acquainted with nie; and, 2dly, that I
had left the inlfèrior district of Gaspé, about 18 nonths before the passing of that Act, and
that I had subsequently left the province of Lower Canada. The said John Marrett and
Daniel MNarrett who did not feur to make assertions so false, are persons who have a great
spite against nie. The witness, François Langlois, is one of the servants and fishernien of
the comnercial bouse of Robin & Company at Paspebiac, which has for nearly 2o years
unceasingly persecuted nie, and sought to do me harm. By the Act of Curatelle, made
and executed at the prothonotary's office of' the said provincial court of ic inferior dis-
trict of Ga-ispé, an the ig ýth (if Februiaîry in the year 1835, I see that lobert Sherar, csq.,
coronr of ite unferior district of Gaspé, vas legally elected curator to James Ferguson
Vnter, an absentee, sheriff of the said iniferior district of Gaspé, vho is the samie per-
son with nyself, the deponent. On running over the names of my preteinded friends
wvhîo have signed the Act of Curatelle above mentionîed, I remark the naines of John
Hiai deley, agent of the said commercial bouse of' Charles Robin & Company; John
Day, one of the intiniate friends of the said bouse; Thomas D. Munro, who is de-
voted to the said house, ail well disposed to do me hari whenever they could find
an opportuity ; Daniel Marrett, who is the sane of whom I have spoken above ; John
M'Cleilan, the gaoler at New Carlisle, one of my calumniators when I was sheriff of
the said district, and who is under the influence of the said judge; John lRobinson
Ilanilton, esq., advocate, who is the nephew of the said judge, and has on several occa-
sions testified publicly his hatred and resentnient against ie; R. William Fitton, student
at law, clerk to the said John Robinson 1arnilton, who, noreover, gives himself out to
be a physician and suigeon, and practises as such in the said inferior district, under
the auspices of' the said judge; and finally Robert Sherar, my present curator, who en-
tertainîs an iinplacabie and avowed hatred for me in consequence of some lawsuits I bad
with himi soine years ago. Al that 1 have said with regard tothe persons called to make
the said election is true; and all is withii my personal knowledge, except what regards
R. Williami Fittou, which I have learnied from individuals of' whose veracity I have not the
least doubt. The signatures ta the Act of Curatelle above mentioned, viz. John M'Clellan,
John Hardeley, John Day, Daniel M.rrett, Thomas B. Munro, John R. Hamilton, and
Robert Shcrar, are the real signatures of those individuals, and the signature John G.
Thonipsoi, provincial judge, at the foot of the said Act of Curatelle, is the real signature of
the said judge. It is to the knîowledge ofthe said judge, as it is to mine, that all the said
individuals are his friends, and that they are my enemies; 1 except R, William Fitton, whom
I do not know, and who I believe scarcely knows me. For the information of the coin-
nmittee I must state that I have creditors, but they reside within the city of Quebec; I have
noue but debtors in the infeoîr district of Gaspé, with the exception of some individuals.
A short tirne after the election of the said Robert Sherar, as curator ta the absentee James
Ferguson Winter, who is myself, the said Robert Sherar went to my bouse at Paspebiac,
wvhere speaking to John Whitton, junior, he called upon hini to deliver up to hin all my
accounit books, and tbreatened hi with th e judge's authority in case of refusa], alleging
that lie was then invested with the right to collect debts due to me, and to regulate my
affairs, and that for this purpose he was going to employ John Robinson Hamilton, esquire,
the nephew of the said judge. My agent refused this demand. The said Robert Sherar
and John Robinson Hamilton returned several times to the charge, sometimes employing
promises and sonetines threats; but my agent remained firm, and the matter dropped there.
J leaned these last facts from the said John Whittomn, junior, hinself, who related then to
me lest fali, when he was et Quebec. J have never been absent from Quebec since I left
the iniferior district of Gaspé, and in proof of this I now file seven affidavits of divers indi-
viduals. The said judge could not and cannot be ignorant that I have a place of residence
at Paspehiac, two miles from his own house: this is a fact of public notoriety. My inti-
mate conviction is, that if my a gnt liad allowed hiniself to be frightened or corrupted by
the said Robert Shrar and John Robinson Hamilton, esq., advocate, the consequenci
would have been that all my debtors, the greater part of whon are insolvent, would have
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