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great Fork where the River divides, until the Beginning of June

;

for the Indians, what with hunting for Provilions, and from their

Lazinefs, who would not ftir or exercife in the Heat of the Day,
it being then very warm, and the Trees all fully blown i and from
fome Land Carriages upon the Sharps and Falls, did not go above

two or three Leagues in a Day. The River was fmall where it

came out of the Lake for about fix Leagues, it fpreading through

feveral little Paflages through the Marfhes, but farther down, when
colledled together, formed a large River $ it was then quite free of

Ice, they had a brifk Current, and feveral Sharps, but had but one

Carriage of 1 00 Yards j it is about 80 or 90 Leagues from the Lake
to the Fork. The Land at fome Diftance from the River was dry

and hilly, and full of fine Trees of great Bulk and Heighth, as

Fir, Pine, Spruce, ^fh, Elm, Birch, Cedar, Alder, &c. The
Banks were low, until they got to the great Fork, where the Ri-

ver is divided by a Rock upon which a convenient Fort might be

built, which might be cut off by bringing the Water around it.

It is about 60 Leagues from this Fork to the Fadtory ; they ftay'd

here eight Days to hunt for Provifions •. there not being plenty of

Game upon the Eaft Branch, which is the Way he went down,
it being the fliorteft PafTage ; at the fame time another Fleet of

100 Canoes went down the Weftern Branch ; it was the 29th of

yune N. S. when he got to the Fadory, and the other Party who
went down the other Branch, were three Weeks later. From this

Fork to within four or five Leagues of the Fort, the Banks are

high, and of red Earth, from which he calls the River from the

Fork, the River de Terre rouge ; and from that Place they defcend

gradually to the Sea, until they are near a Water Level ; the Cur-

rent was very eafy from the Fork to the Fort, the Ifland to Weft-
ward of their Channel was full of Wood, but the Country above

and beyond the other Bank, was not fo woodv. They were about

three Weeks in going from the Fork to the Faftory ; for the Imii-

ans told him, notwithftanding it was fo warm and pleafant in

pafTuig down the River, and the Trees fully blown, that when
they would come near the Sea, they would find it very cold with

Snow and Ice in the River, and the Trees but juft beginning to

bud } and accordingly they delayed going down fo foon as tliey

(jtherwilc might, or they could have gone down in four or five

Days i this he could not eafily believe, confidering how forward

the

%

I

•^•<K«'KI^».r


