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T 0 the throngs of visitors which every summer daybrings to tht lainous old park in West Hamiiltonl,
mîust conte the wish to know tht story o! that

beautiluil and historie spot. To close ones eyts a mo-
ment, aind forget the curious crowds of pleasure-seekers,
i tu re-p)eople tht place witb stately dames, proud men,
and gay aind splendid scents. Tht hoary castie wails
speak of storits o! tht country as it was seventy years
ago. The wîndîng drives, tht lodge, and massive gates,
suggest-whant is indeed tht trutli- tbat a proud old-
countrytnain souglit to plant a bit o! the old land in the
imptenetraitablle wilderness of the ntw.

Allaitair anb the huilder of I)undurn Castît,
was born at Newa,ýrk, now Niagara, i 1798. R1e served
witb somne distinction, thougli only a lad, in the war o!

1812. 11u 1826, lie was calltd tu tht bar and settled in
Hiamiltoin, wbecre hie begani tht buildin o! hi$ stately
home. Dundurn was tht nkiame of the oldhoe!th

daa>sat the hcad of 1,in'h Earne, in tht picturesqut
pro\vince of Perth, Scotland.

Sir Allaîx won bis titie in the rehelion of 1837, by bis

active work at Montgomeryý's tavern, near Toronto ; and

aît Navy Island, where lie ordered tht U.S. supply ship

"Catrolie" to be t ustIfroni bier moorings -iid allowed to
drift over Niagatra Falls. After tht close o! tht trouble lie

bcamlie üngaigec inii arliameintary a1ïairs-ecin becoming
premnier o!faaa As a statesin an, liu was not to be
ranked witb John A. Macdonald, who laboured with
bum, but bie could make a ready speech, and neyer lost

bis popularity. In his later years, when lie hadl hecome
a victim o! gout, it was a common siglit to set ui

borne into tht l1ouse, swatlied in flannel, tu push soine
relentless attack on bis opponents.

Although bis niost ardent admîrers eould not dlaim

that lie was a great politician, hie was extremely popu-
lar (and that not only in Hal;sîton) because o! his
mranly, sympathetie nature. ()ne biograier lias said :
"lie may be called a Caniadia11 epicurean. Carpe dieni-
en.joy life day by day,'' was biis mnotto." A local bis-

torian in Hamilton reciîls tht fact thiat, when SirAllan
retuirned from ngad whîtbier be lad gone in tht i-
terests of tht Greatt Western railroad, lie received a

great ovation. .\t tht "ri.eception" were all classes,
lrom tht bigbest dowu tu the poor old negro, Lord

Godericli, who lad lost both legs on a man-of-war.
Tht Maicnai f anily consisted o! a son and two daugli-

ters. Thtli son, unlforttunatelv, shot himself in bis youth,

while ont hunting in the. woods. Of the daugliters,
Sophie, the eldest, -was a great beauty, and also a singer
She is stili reniemhered in HIamilton for lier quaint ring-

lets and lier large, beautiflill tyts. In I~,she inarritd
the Riglit Ilonurable Viscounit Bury, afterwards Earl
o! Albemiarle, and became a favourite court beauty. She
is still living, and, as many will doubtless remeniher,
bias a son whe camne to Canada witli tht Duke aind Dueli-
ess o! York, and visitedl tht horne of lis grand! ather
dulring bis brie! stay in l{amilton. Minnie, tht other
daugliter of Sir Allan, mnarried Sir Malacly B. Dalv, son
(if Sir Domiik Daly.

Sir Allan died suiddlenly on August $th, 1862, aged 64
vears 6 inonths, and was buried at the east side o! tht
park in anr enclosed plot. Tht property then fell into
the bands o! Senator Donald Mclnnes, froni wlom it was

purcliased by the city for the sum of $6o,ooo. It bas
since been converted into a public park, the spacious
rooms in the castie affording ample room, for a museum
and art gailery.

What would the old Scotchman say, could lie arise
and sec the sacrilegious feet which scamper through the
parks, the ludicrous monkeys which jabber amusement
for the crowd, the collection of butterfiies and coins
which adorn bis drawmg-rooms ? XTet lie loved Hamil-
ton-loved it as a liamiet, when it used to be addressed
ini the mails as "Burlington, near Ancaster"-loved it as
a thriving town, when its future was assured. Doubt-
less lie would agree, tbat, since lie has no future use for
bis beautiful home, it is best le! t as the heritage of lis
beloved townspeople.

Bargaininmg with Death

N OW Des Moines cores forward wth the "First So-
ciety o! Eternal Youth." Its constitution de-
clares that its object shall be to renew and per-

petuate tbe youth and strength of its niembers, and
every one shall contribute bis share "toward. banisbing
the spectre of disease and deatb from the face o! the
eartb."

Any member who is unfaitbful enougli tu dally with
rheumatism or to be laid up for bodily repairs of any
kind is subject tu a fine of ten dollars for the first or-
fence and excommunication for the second. Wliat the
penalty is for dying is not stated.

Here, then, we havethe quest for tht Pountain of
Youth reduced to a card-index system. Every genera-
tio, lias its appropriate manuers. Not long since,
Andrew Carnegie is reported to have said that lie would
willingly pay hundred million dollars for an additional
ten years oflife. In a former and more romantic cen-
tury we meet with a tertain Dr. Faust wbo proffered lis
soul for the saine bubble. In their coxnmon object they
typify the sons of men for ail time. Prorn tht day that
Adam and Eve violated tlie terms of their lease, the
luckless chidren of eartb bave souglit to bribe tht angrel
at the gate, tliat they mniglit clamber back into Paradise
-tht earthly realui of enduring lîfe.

.Mortal mian dreams ever o! terrestrial. îmmortality.
Tbrougb ail tht ages the keys of alclîemy and philosopý y
have been filed and liaminered that tbey miglit pick tht
lock that holds him. herea captive for the grave. The
report that the only man who su far has escaped is
baving an unhappy time of it, dots not deter his bounden
brother. Ht is more than willing to take lis chances.
Aliasuerus, the Wandern Jtw, may have our coin-
miseration;- but which of us, having tht opportunity,
wonld not risk changing places with him,?

No ont, of US is so poor or so unwortliy that lie is

not ready to bargain with death. Let tht spectre name

bris price, an~d we give up our loves and our tobacco witb

equal proxnptness. 11e may have our fortunes and our

homes, our pride and our achievements and aspirations
-yea, even our tyts and ears--if lie will but smîle upon

ýour praye rs.Lippippcott' s Magazine.


