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proved irresstible; e told bis tiouble,  But wlmg [FOR THE CHAISTIAN OMIEAVER.)
were the surprise aumd joy of the devoted wite mf

fisd in her hithe-t s carctesy husband, auswakened |
sinner, humbled and bowed down unler & deep |
copicrousness of his depravity, gmly, dager, and |
helplessncss.  She wept over hitu tears of aftectcn, !

sympathy. and joy. and stove 1o console lum, in . s
o N R ' X ans, chap,
directing him tothe Lard Jesus Christ, as an all- I the Epistie of Paul to the Ephcsians, chay

0 o H
suffistent and witting Swowr. Taey then bowed f”" 1-12, we read, * For this cause, 1 Paul, the
tagather before the thione of grave, imploring |
marey and giare from the sowee of all xood,  He ‘
Wwag now as terehable as a clw'dy and having ",
faithtul helper and conasellor, mons who bad fousd ]
mrey; e sought the Divine favur,  She learned
foam b m, that whide he was at wark that day in
the fiel, the v Spint had fea werking
powetluily upon him, in bringig his sing betote

TUE MYSTERY OF THE PRESENT

DISPENSA'TION,
No. 1.

heanl of the dispeneation of the grace of Gud
whicl is given ine to youward: How that by re
velation e made kuown unto e the mystery ; as
{ wrote afore in a few wouds, whereby, when ye
read, ye may understnd my knowledge in the
f mysiery of Chiist, which in othcr nges was not
imade known uuto the sons of men, as it is now
qq ¢ 3 g
liis tmitd, ncd in showing bitn the danger 1o which :;l v "ﬁ'ﬁl’:l(l "m”::: }::lz (::m::f: :’:fu’f;rit‘"';;,:‘i
he was exposed ; exciting in him an abhorrence of l ¢ ~E :l o the same lody nmi nartakers of his
his sinfulness, and the mot feariu) uppwhcnaiom‘ ens, ". OCH x.::'b ':I »0\3, l°,\\" areol I w
of the wrath of GoJ, But this Disine azent does not ﬁ :::,2':3':::"15'.;:.' ac)c or:lein-' tl}:':?lc.giﬂ':l‘ the Sm::
Being to the birth and wot Leing forth, e lm'{of(:od !  the wflectusl working of
taned 0 His worls s and the poor 1nan.avas shortly , given unto me by the eflectual woiking o
e on i ! 3 was shortly this power.  Uato me, who am less thia the least
enubled 19 tefoice in Gad, thnoush it in the Sou ; (* P FUC e WO ST ST S
of tisluie. 1 heat now, like th .t of 'Iia]liOUb{OI all saints, is this grace given, that © should
. " . i . . preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable tiches
wife, beinyg illed with the boveor Gol. theirviews | £ Christ: and to make all men see what is the
and fecungs ware e same§ and the quection was ‘(:c“o“:;li') :?lho m';slcre\' whi:;: from the begin-
mooted, ¢« What ecan we do 10 save ti sonls of wine of |lhe world (ngé)' buth been hid in God,
our nerghbats 1 They agreed to open their house wh; created all thi:v o in Jesus Christ: To the i
f:r the presching of “".. Gospel§ the mivister, 1 tent that now unto ﬁue priﬁcipalilie; and powers
taink bes mame was lq‘b!f”' Wt deque s.‘“’ ‘oéin ticavenly places, might be known by the church
preach 1 them and the neighhors were jnviod to \ irold .d(; { God, according to the eter-
attend. God was with thew, in the power a.d the "mm’f) :l.”h;?o ,a;.. o':;;,ngu ¢
grace of His Sprrit. Simnars were cwmverted, A ;1’“ ‘[;l.lr!)ose.’:\ ||cw ::\l-"mnle:sm:'accumw:?;
church was form -1, and increased,  The congre- | o,fd' " “b 0": f:'l; ':‘“m hind
gation giew larger, wntil the place bee me tee, 0 cuce. ')' e~ 1o l_ * . .
shait for them, ‘Then the worthy < ople tooky  Rom.~XV1. 25, 26 + Now to Lim that is of
down the gable end of their kouse, tudealarged ity  DOVWCF 10 stablish you according to my Gospel,
that theze might be 1o tor wll that wonld attend, 1 3nd the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
And the gool thus called it evistence, remained ; | |.c\'ckmon of the wystery, }"h“’h was kept secrel
for, 1 undesstood Mr. Iisher, in conclinion, tosay, | Suce the “'°”l! began, ‘.’“' is now made m“’.“"""
That though his charge meludid several country amd by the Seriptures ot the plophe.ls, accaiding to
eoagregiions yet the most piows «hurelr, and the | e commandxuc!ns ol'lhe c\'erla.slmg Gnd,. made
most umercus congregation, ts which he preached, | ktrown to all nations for the obedicnce of faith,
weie the chiwrch and eongregauon, which \\'or-' 1 Cor, I 7,8; * But we speak the wisdom
shipped in the houre of this jnous and devouted 'or(:'od in & mystery, even the hidden wisdom,
peire Inrecommiending the exainpd of this pious , which God ordained before the world unto our
woma to all chtsians simibar circunnsances, it | glory ; which none of the princes of this world
may be remarked, that we should ot limit the 'kuew ; for had they known it they would not have
Holy Oan i aespoct totime or mamner.  As u | crucifiel the Lond of glory,
faithful G »d, s aeill grant the dosire of the righe{  Col. 1. 23-27 ;=% Whereof I am made a mjp-
teous 3 but as a Sovereiga, He by the vizht to 6ix{ yrer, acconling 1o the dispensation of God which
l.he ume, and appamt the mavner of doing so, 113, given 10 me for you, to fulfil the word of God ;
is troz that He sy ot extiens 09 watk what is { o the mystery which hath been hid from ages
amuss in tiose who ate sicere m heat but the {304 fiom generatious. but is made manifest to his
corddy we adkere 1o His word  wd the more sainls; to whom God would make known what
strctiy we keep our positton as guppliants Lefore | g ¢ the viches of the glory of this mystery among

Him, the more hope and conficein e wo shall feel .. Ganttdes; which 1s Christ in you the hope of
whea we call upon his mamse. 1.0 W30 share our glory.

kind ard constant egards; but It the neembers of
our henscholds especially know. it our desire
and prayes for them are, thit they tuey be saved
Traving the time and wzan -1 m wineh onr prayens
shall be answered, exelusve’s with Gud, o Moy
ought always to pray and Lot to L

Rev. X. 7;—" But w the days of the voice of
the seveuth angel, when he shall begin to sound
the inystery of Gud, should be finished, as he hath
declatad to bus setvants the phiophets,

Chap. X1 153~ And the seventh angel sound-
o5 anl there were great voices juleaven saying :
the Mingdoms of this world ave become the king-
doms of our Lond, and of his Chist; and he shall
reign for ever aud ever,”

prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have |

+ Inthese passages we rcad of a * dispensation

;even the mystery,” which las been hidden from
former ages; and which was made known
'by revelation to Paul; and which will be finished
-when the sevengh augel beging to sound,and when
the kingdoms: of this world shall become the
(Kingdom of our Lord. ‘Uhe question now is,
| What does the Apostle mean by this mystery, this
| dispensation, which was vaknown to the saints of
former days, arel which is 1o be concluded when
the seventh angel begins to sound 1

L ]

1. It cannot be the Guspe) of the Son of God ;
because that was made knownto our fivet parents ;
preached miore clearly and fully to Abrahum; and
i wan so well understood by the venerable patriarch,
That our Lord said to the Jews, ¢ Your father
| Abrsham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it,
aud was glad.” Gal, iii. 8, Johw viii, 56,

2, Neither van it be the glorious kingdom of the
|.\!-:niuhulbe son and successor of David ; for
; this is the g1eat subject of the predictions of the Old
{Testument.  Dr. John Pye Smith remarks, that
y“the prophecies respecting the kingdom of the

Mcssial, it extension and duration, and the happi-
‘ness of his innumerable subjects, are in & much
i greater proportion than those which describe kis
i humiliation to sufferings, and his dreadful death.”
This cestainly is true ; and the minds of the Jews
were 30 occupied with the predictions of the tii.
umpbant kingdow, that they quite overlooked . the
prophiecies of his sufferiugs und death,

3. Not can it be the history of our Lord’s mira-
culous birth, his ignominious death, or his resur-
rection from the dead.  These things were clearly
revealed, So clearly and fully werc they made
known, that the wonder with us is, huw any could
read the Ol Testamcnt and not see them. It is
true that the predictions of the Meiah’s death and
those of his glorious kingdom appeur, at fint siglt,
1o oppose each other; but this arises solely from
not understanding the Divine dispensations: first
one of humiliation, and theu one of glory, Isa. vii.
145 tiile 2-12,

4. Norcanit be the pasticipation of Gentiles with
the Jews in the enjoyment of spiritual blessings
thiough faith in Jesuy Christ.  ‘This was cleatly
aid fully revealed.  In writing 1o the Gatatians,
Paul says: ¢ Kouw ye therefore that they which
are of faith the same are the children of Abrabam.
Aud the Scripture, forevecing that God would Jus-
lify the heathen through faith, preached before the
Gospel unto Abrabam, saying, Inthee shalt all va-
tions be blessed,  Sothen they which be of faithare
blessed with faithful Abruhanr” By tuming to the
history of the patriuch, we find this chicering truth
repeatedly announced to him and his Jescendanis.
“And in thee shall all families in the earth be
blessed.” # And in thy seed shall all the natious of
carth be blessed.”  The inspired Apoetle teaches
us that the blessing. here promised, includes both
the justification of the sinner, and the it of the
Holy Spitit; in other words, it includes all the be-
nefits of redeeming grace,

3. Nor can this mystery merely signify the ad-
wission of the Gentile believers to the priviloges of
the church, without sthaciibiug to Jewish rites.
This quesiion was cotitested in the beginning of
the present dispensation,’ and disposed of by apos-




