
Periscope.-Epidemy of iluscular Contractionsi7n Belgium.

formed by the various positions of the skeleton, in the palm one of these twio patients iost the skin of the scrotum, and
of the hand, wrist, elbow, sole of the foot, above the heel, the other almost.ihe whole of that of the left foot and leo.
in the hams and groins, are feit muscular, or tendinous As to the general state of the patient, apart from consider-
cords, elevated and stretched. The .rigidity is apparent, able weakness, there is nothing particular. The pulse and
especially at the wrist, in the tendons of the palmaris temperature remain in their natural state, and the principal
longus, and pulmaris brevis muscles, the flexor profundus; functions are regularly performed. Still, this is not always
and flexor sublimis, and the cubitalis anterior ; at the elbov, the case : with certain subjects, the temperature is lowered,
in the insertion of the brachialis anticus, and at the biceps ; and the pulse sinks to fifty, and even forty.pulsatiöns; with
above the heel, in the tendon of Achilles, in the popliteal others, on the contrary, either by the -direct effect of the
region, mthe tendons of the semi-tendinosus and semi-mem.- disease, or under the influence of the pain, or from some
branosus, and of the biceps; at the groin, in the insertion visceral complication, fever is established. The patients
of the gracilbs, of the rectus, and of the aponeurotic tensor. often complain of an intense headache. With others, finally,
All of these muscles offer a manifest resistance- to attempts there is a loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting, colic, constipa-
at straightening them. Ttie elevation and rigidity of the tion or diarrha, either serous or sanguineous. -M. Mareska
tendons upon the dorsal face of the radi-carpal articulation, has determined that the fibrine of the blood was not aug-
and upon the instcp,.caused -M. Tasquinet, the author of mented. A member' of the Academy, M. Craninex, bas
one of the reports, to suppose that the extensor of the fingers even aflirmed, in the discussion which followed the com-
and toes participated in the state of contraction. munication -of M. Vleminck, thàt the blood lost its fibrine ;

The limbs, thus -flexed, offer to the touch a general and but it does not appear that chemical experiments support
deep-seated iardness, which appears to invade, in different this assertion.
degrees, the whole of the muscular mass, being more dis- The disease presents in general, thus far, nothing serious.
tinet upon the fore-arm than elsewhere. It almost always ends in cure, and relapses are rare. Yet

Sometimes thecontraction isneitherpreceded nor"attend]- there'are many instances of fatal termination. In some
ed with pain ; nor do the efforts of extension' occasion any. cases, death supervened suddenly, under the forcible con-
With some patients, this forced distention of the contracted traction, doubtless, of the respira'ory muscles, and perhaps
muscles-produces even an agreeable sensation. At other also, according to the judicious remarks of M. Torquinet,
imes, this contraction announces itself at once yioent from a contraction cf the heart; i others, death came on

cramps extending from thc elbov to thé extrenmities of the slowly, after some days of fever; and there is room to suppose
fingers, and from the knees to the toes; and, if the atiempt notwithstanding the insufficiency of the reports on tis point,
is made to bring the members to their normal positte that it was the result cf consecutive orgami alterations,
most violent pain resupts; - With some patients, the affected linibs remain paralyzed.

The contracton m sa ew autopsies have beenad-ue. The only indication that
permanent; but it does not nave pts we find on this subject, in the documents we can consult, isThheeae cae where the alays d te these parts. yet another asseition of M. Craninex before the Academy :Thee ae cse whre hethoracic and abdomhinal muscles, -Cc The livet and spleen bave been found diseased -ail 4,1e
those of the neck and of the face, become hard and stretched. -i«cec vt acnosp erhe been fo desesed . ut

A cnsieraleoppessonan a ens ofcotratio atth' visNcera of the economy wvere .more or less altered.1 ButA considerablé oppressio, and asense cf contraction attne the greater part cf the .ither membeis do not appear.to attaclibase-io the thorax, iave at times led te tha belief f a -the least importance to these post-mortem examinations.traction of the diiphrag. With certain' patients, the. It is the same with the therapeutical results. M. Sta-tongue, next ýafter the limbs, receives the stroke.. With quez, practising at the prison of St Bernard, where typhoidothers, tinally, a general tetanic state lhas bea observed. fever is endeaic, and meeting iu the new affection only a
Te judge from ail of the reports, the contraction is gene- peculiar manifestation of the habitual morbid constitution,

rally fixed and permanent. It persists during many days, has-had recourse to saline purgatives.. M. Mareska, prac-
many weeks, many months, and then gradually subsides. tising at Gand, and frec from this. pre-conception, has em-
Büt sometimesit assumes a remittent, or an intermittent- ployed cold baths, ligature of the linbs, amica, caniphor,
form. Thus, it is seen to diminish,'at timfes in the mornng, opium, sulpbate of quininc, an24 had recourse L purgatives
thén lu the eveniug ;'or, truly,eonly to make its appearance but as secondary means. Butf it:cannot be said, if one is to
by attacks, -very manifest, distirýctly marked, lasting froin judge from the debates on this 'subject, before the Belgian
a few moments to several hours, and even for.sa greater Academy, that any method of treatment bas had any markedpart. of the day. Ordinarily, these attacks supervene at influende upon the duration or termination of the- disease.
night and .towards.-morning, lasting til, near non, and To coinplete' our sketch, it only remains to point outdisappearing for tbe rest of the day. M. Maresk-a observed rertain differences, according to the--ocality. It is at thetwo cases of true periodic -contraction treated with suc- p oh h b t s s
cess,with the.sulphaté'of- quinine.. ' .- prison cf 'St -Bernard, thus- far, that it bas been most erious.cesstwtthesu hae oqu in'ss..·· · e , a I is there, that it is sometimes accompanied with fever;As we-said above.'the contraction-assuried, sometimes, a that the contraction exists for weeks and months; that it is
Spasmodic form. Then, instead of -a permanent flexion of complicated with cyana'sis, or gangrene of thé extremities;the linbs, ahàrdiess and permanent tension ofthe muscles, that iL terminates often in death. In the-prison of Gand and
there are yiolent convulsive contractions, transient, with or Namur, the affection, althoù'gh more painful, takes the inter-

ithoùt pain, a'nd returing by' attacks at .greater- or less mittent form, rare ltasting more than eight days, and'never'
iDtrvals, or.sinple starting, such as sometimes-takes place ending fatally. c This differenceds 'not depenn,"a disturbed sleep.. This:form, noted by· M. Tasqiuinet, is said M. Vlemincy, to the Academy, ¡ipon the';fact'that
encountered only with a few patients.- 'the 6riginal'càuse: of the -disease, whatever'it inay hé, lias
.'Thesymptomis,-jst specified, aie invariable: they form fou'nd in.this prison 'a more -eady 1rey,'a ground better dis-
the"Particular charadter 'of the ebidemic, and constitute, posed, inen moré-deteriorated, unon,whose constitutiins'the
thuîs to speak; it& individuality. But'thereuare- others, whole of the calises which there reign, and which 'render
Salto accéssr, cannt,nevertheless, babstrac- the prison the most detestableof, the country, had already

eoni the -picture îithoîiit'a serious alteration of its physi- made- deep inroads ?'-" Some cases have. been observed at
OlOgsalex'pression. 'Thas,,souie patients are' affected with the.-lspital St Pierre,-at Bruxelles,-and in the city by M.
generaljor partial'edeai', and , ascites; others complain'of Seutin ; in the -Innatic -asylum- at Gand; and -even at St-

Chinlsra. With r many, cyanasis.ofethesextremities has Bernard, without thé prison,'hy different ;praciitioners. In
Sobserved. With two, only, spontaneos ganreneal these cases,ýthe contraction took the permanent forn:.
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