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AGRICULTURAL.

From the Complate Farmor.

HAY MAKING.

It is a matter of much importance to the
husbandman that he should take tune by the
foreiop during the senson for making hay. He
must drive his business instead of being driven
by it Indoleace, or improper manugement in
huy-time, will sovn give a sorry complexion to
a farmer's affairs. A day or two lost or mis-
cmployed while the sun shines, and your gruss
suffers for lack of the scythe and the rake, or
yaur grain is going back into the ground, while
the sickle is rusting on a peg behind the door,
and its owner is asleep or gone a journey, may
be the means of introducing Mr Deputy Sher-
ift on your premuses, who may do more harm
than & crop of thistles or a host of Hussiau
flies.

It 1s best, generally speaking, to cut your
henviest grass first, and if it be lodged, or in
danger of lodging, orthelower leaves and bot-
tom of the stalks are beginning to turn yellow,
although the grass is hardly headed, and ap-
pears not to have obtained more than two-
thirds of its growth, you had better beg:n .
But when you have help cnough, and your
grass stands up well, you will do best to wait
ull the blessom is fully formed, and 13 begin-
ping toturn brown,

Clover is the mast critical grass and requires
the most attention, ‘{n all cases,’ says Joho
Sinclair, ¢ clover ought to be mown defore the
seed §s formed® that the full juice nnd nourish-
ment of the plants may be retnined in the hay.
By the adoption of tlus system the hay is cut
in a better season, itcan be more easily secur-
cd, and 18 much more valuable. Nor is the
strength of the plant lodged 1a the seed, which
»s often lost.

¢ After being cut, the clover should remain in
the swath tll it i3 dried about two-thirds of its
thickness, It is then not tedded or strewed,
but turned over, erther by the hands, or the
heads of hay rakes. If turned over n the
mormng of a dry day, it may be cocked 1 the
evemng. The bay 1s as httle shaken or scat-
tered about afterwards as possible; and if the
wenther is good, afier remanng two or three
days 1nthe cock, 1t may be carted mto the
stack.

It is asserted by the ¢ Farmer's Guide,’ that
grass will not thrive well that is not mown
close ; and the loss in the crop where this s
not done is very considerable, us one inch at
the hottom weighs mors than several at the
top.

The fure part of the season for making hay
is, we believe, usually attended with less ram
than the latter part.  The days, too, nre Jong-
¢1, and the dews less copions.  Farmers will,
therefore, find additional mouves from these
circumstances, to industry aud exertion tn car-
by hay-time. Besides, if haying s protracted
il harvest commences, the business of one
season presses on that of another, and some
crops will be nearly or quite spoiled 11 conse-
quence of not being gathered 1 due time.—

* [t may not bo amiss, however, to statom this
place, that agncoltunists do not al‘ogethor agrec upon
this point.  In * Memours of the New York Board of
Agnculture,’ vol. b. p. 30, 1tis ussericd that ¢ al)
grassee are more nutr.tious il r.u2 cut unul the veed 13
folly grown. It should not be entirely ripened, how-
ever * The Farmer’s Asaistant tells us that, ¢ the best
time for cutting herd’s giass, [tmothy ] who:c hut one
crop s wanted in the scason,ia when the seeds of the
grass are fully formed, but before they have become
fully ripe; bat as farmers cannot all cut their hay n a
dav or two, it is necossary thut they shou'd begm be
forc thigs ime, that they may not end too long afler at.
The same tunc is also proper for cutting clover; or
raher when a partof the hoads begin to turn brown.
Fou! meadow or birdgrass may Le cut snuch lates,with-
aut bemg Lurt by long stauding.

The forchanded and industrious farmer thus
pogsesses grent advantages over one whom in-
dolence or povesty inducaesto procrustinate the
wndispensable Inbors of his vocation,

It bas been often recommended by writers
on agriculture to cart hay, particularly clover,
befure the stilks are dry, and either to put it
up with alteruate layers of straw, orto sait it
at the rate of from hulf to oue bushiel of salt to
the ton,

* Salt hay in this country has usually been
hurt by lywg teo long in the swaths. The me-
thod in which I have treated it for sevoral ycears,
is, to cock it the next day after it is cut, and
carry 1t:a, without delaying wmore than oue
doay, ond put a Inyer of some kind of dry straw
between load and luad of it in the movw, to pre.
vent its tnking dumage by over-heating. ‘L'he
salt contracts so much of its moisture and
sultness that the cautle will eat it very frecly ;
and the hay is far betier than that madein the
conunon way.'

The making of herbnge plants, such as clo-
ver, lucerne, sninfuin burnet, &c ,ute hay, is
a process somew hat different from that of wa-
king hiny from batural gresses. As soon as
the swath 18 theroughly dry above ' 1s gently
turned aver (not tedded orseatter d) 1t vut
breaking nt. Sometimes this 1s dope by the
hand, or by a small fork ; and some furmers
are so anxious to prevent the swath from be-
ing broken, that they will not permit the use
of the rake shaft. Another writer observas,
that the practice of the best Enghsh, Fiemish,
and French farmers, is to expose the hay as
little as possible to the sun. 1ltis carried in
dry, but preserves its green color; and we see
hay ene or two years old in their markets,
of s0 bright a green color that we could scarce-
Iy concerve it to be cured. Yet they are inthe
practice of preservingat for years, and value it
more for its age. 1f such a course bo best in
climates s0 cold and cloudy, how much more
mportant would it be under our seorching sum-
mer suns.

¢ But if the weather be unsettled, and if
shewers be frequent, it may be better to spread
grass well as soon #us 1t 15 mowed, strat often,
cock 1t the sume day it1s mowed; open it the
next fair day, when the dew is off; let it sweat
@ httle 10 the cock, »nd housa it 13 u8 soon s
i3 dry enough. It will bear to be luid greener
on a seaffold than in a ground mow jand in a
narrow mow greener than wn a brond one ; and
that which 1s least of all made is put upon the
scafiold.

Sir John Sinclair 1svery explicit on the sub-
ject of * waking clover into hay.’ ¢ The pro-
cess,” he observes, ¢ 1s quite different from ma-
king hay fromn natural grasses.’ DBIr Lorramn
gives us bh sides of this quesuion. e says,
*I did not hike 1o abandon the practice of cur-
ing hny 1 the swath, having observed that it
saved lubor. The grasses are at all imes vory
expeditiousty turned i the swath.  If contine-
ed rams occur, the swaths are not only quicker
turned, butaf the sun shines powerfully be-
tween the showers, the inside of them is not
parched by its rays. By turning the swaths
throughout lorg continued rain, as often es the
under side of them is hkely to be injured by
fermentation, I have saved extensive fields of
hay ; while my neighbors, who gave no atten-
tion to thie anteresting subject, had their crops
eutirely rumed.  If the grasses, however, be
raked up into emall winrows, they are as rea-
dily turned, and may be as effectually preser-
ved as of they remawed in the swaths, but in
this case the lalor is greater.”

The same wniter, however, inthe next para-
graph, tnkes other ground. ¢ Curing biay,’ he
ohserves, ‘in swath, to save the juices, sceins
to e uot anly practically wrong, but to be
vpposed to reason. ‘The coufined licat and

moisture in the interior of the swath promote

fermentation, and must be more or less injuri-
ous to the nutritive matter contuined n the
gatses. It is exactly cofculnted 1o wenken
the grasp of the leaves, and to separate thom
from the stalk. It also greatly wonkens therr
general toxture, aud causes them to crumble
into pieces when they becomedry.  Whle this
18 dutng, the outside surlace of the swath s
scorched by the rays of the sun, nnd becomes
but Iittle better than struw, before the side is
moderately cured. In raking, cocking, henp-
g and inning, the swaths gie so far separated,
that many of thie leaves aro lust before the hay
gets into the mow ; but few of them get wnto
the rack.’

We lave thus given both sides of the con-
troverted question in agriculture, and our
readers will take that wluch appears to them
most tenable. We cenfess ourselves rather
mclined to embrace the opinons of a corres-
pondent, who says, * if 1t be correct to ** make
hay whilo the sun shines,” it may be well to
make it gs quickly us possible; butin this, as
in many other processes, circumstances alter

3 ’
cascs.

COLONIAL.
CANADIAN AFFAIRS.

Extraots from a Lotter addressed to tho Editors of a
New York paper, by a Correspondent 1n Canada.

{Wx cnpy the following pithy extracls, as they
speak volumes as to the actual state of Lower Canada;
and 1t is a ringular fact that we areindebted to a high
tory paper for our copy.]

“ MonrreaL, June 19, 1837,

« & » % A British House of Commons that
will, at the bidding of n minister, vote away its
own brightest priviliges, merely because the
application is ouly to he made in a colony, is-
furever unworthy of respect both abroad and
at home, und the Cannadisns, bielieveing the
protection of & governwent und the obsdience
of a people to be co-relative obligations, will
justly consider themselyes absolved from all
aliegiance tothe British crown. Never, agam,
I am confident, will they abuse themselves by
pettioning e udder ear of that Braush purhia-
ment.  They will look for sympathy to a
powerful nation on their immediute borders,
and for protection to their own * right arms.”

« * » “ . s
¢ Tho white population of your thirteen
Sintes could noy, 10 1775, have much exceed-
ed two millions.  Your Tory, or Briush party,
was stronger than ours, for it vaunted that it
could cat np the rebels 1f it only ¢ got leave.”
You had half a million of slaves to keep in
subjection, forming a majority in the Southern
States, and one-fifth of the entire pepulation of
the whole. Yoo had thousands of Indians,
under English ivfluence, hovertny ahiout ready
and excited to butclier every defenceless fa-
.muy. "Fhere wes a proviuce in your rear filled
with British troops, who comimended all the
Northren waters.  In front you had thie broad
Atilantic, and Britain’s thoussud slips ready
to attack at any scason of the year, and there
lay your tlurteen colonies, a mere nbbon of
1,400 mules inlength, and your two million of
inhabutants, almost within reach of their ships
guns.  Your far west was then the Susquehan-
na nnd the Alleghanies. By what wiracle did
yuu suicceed ?

“ How much brighter are the prospeots of
Cannda! Dassachusette, whioh may be con-
sidered to have commenced war sjugly, had
then but 340,800 inhabitants. Eower Canada
has 600,800, and with the Upper Province
may form a compact mallion.  We have a few
Tories, who hilie yours of old wouldbe loud
when protected by Briush guns, and get pad

for 1t when troups removed, as they pay ships
~— with a cout of tar, and feather ornuments,



