LDUCATION,

1 would 8sk, is done by eur public institutions
for the education of the mass of’ the pcople ?—
In the mechenical naturc of our common
schools, is it ever proposed to unfold the various
faculties of a humun being, and to preparc hium
for sclf-improvement through hfe? Indeed,
according to the views of education now given,
how defective are our institutions for rich as
well as poor, and what a rovolution 1s required
in our whole system of training the young.

The great aim of philanthropy should be,
that every member of the community may re-
ceive such an cducation as has been described.
Tobring forward every human being, to deve-
lope every mind, is the great purpose of socic-
ty. Isay of society, not of government, for
government is o mere instrument for holding
society together, a condition of 1ts existence,
and not the great power by which its ends are
to be acgomplished. One of the pernicious
doctrines of the day, very pernicious to the
working classes, is, that government is torege-
nerate society, and exalt the mdwidual to his
true dignity. Government enables us to hve
together in socicty, and to make efforts for our
and others welfare. But secial progress de-
pends on the spring 1n each man’s breast, and
not on the operations of the state. Govern-
ment may be compared to the foundation and
walls of a manufactory, which enclose and pro-
tect, not the moving and guding power, but
the necessary condition of thewr action. The
people niust not look to it for what their owa
encrgies can alone effect.”

We need add nothing to this account of what
education ought to be or aim at, nor is it ne-
cessary for us to pont out m detal how fur
our present system falls short of attaning tius
end, or even of proposing to attain it.

For five or six years past the subject of edu-
cation has been discussed in the Provincial
Legislature, und several plans have been pro-
posed for its improvement, but nothing as yet
has been done. A Commission was appointed
by His Excellency Sir George Arthur to en-
quire and report on education, as a bianch of
the general commission appomted to enquire
and report on the Public Departments. The
Commissioners on Education were the Rev.
Dr. McCaul, the Rev. H. J. Grasset, and the
Hon. S. B. Harrison, and their report on the
subject sketches & plan for the action of the
Legislature. They remark that the subjects
to which they were instructed to direct their
attention may be classed under the following
heads—The past and present state of education
in the Province—the state of the school funds
—the constitution and revenues of King's Cot-
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lege—and a plan tur tie diffuston of education,
On the first they observe :

1.—'I'he Past and Present state of Educa-
tion. ‘The Provincial Legislature manifested
at a very carly period, thewr conviction of the
necessity of making provision for so important
an clement 1n a nation’s prosperity, as the edus
cation of her youth. In the year 1797, both
Houses umted i petitioning ths Majesty for
the appropriation of a certamn portion of the
waste lands of the Crown ac a fund for the es-
tablishinent and support of a respectable Gram-
mar School in ecach District, and also of a
College or University for the instruction of
youth in the different branches of liberal knowl-
edge. Inthe year 1807 an act was passed that
the sum of £800 should be annually (for four
years) paid for the cstablishment of public
schools. The cluuses of this act provided that
there should be one public school in every dis-
trict. "I'nat £100 should be paid annually to
the teacher of such public school—appointed
the places where these schools wero to be esta-
blished—gave authority to the Lieutenant Gova
ernor to appuint trustecs—gave the nomina-
tion of the teacher to these trustees, subject to
the approval or dizapproval of the Governor—
also the power of removing, and nomination to
the sume with the same restriction 5 also the
power of making rules und regulations respoct-
iy said schools,

It is to this act that we are to trace the esta-
blishment of the District Schools, as they at
present exist, which, although they have not
cffected all that was expected, it yet must be
adiited bave been the mstruments of effecting
much good. In the year 1303 the Legislature
secm to have been so impressed with the impor-
tance of this, their first step towards making &
jecuniary prevision for National Education,
that we find the clause repealed limiting its
duration to four years,

But the wants of the humbler classes of soci-
ety demanded attention ; accordingly in the
year 1816 an act was passed fur the establish-
ment of Common Schools. The clauses of this
act provided, that during its continugnce,
£6,000 should be annually paid for this object
—£600 to the Home District, £400 to the
Newcastle, £1000 to the Midland, £800 to the
Johnstown, £800 to the Eastern, £600 to the
London, £600 to the Gore, £600 to the Nia-
gary, £600 to the Western,and £200 to the
Ottawa. The third clause provides that when
a competent number of persons shall unite and
build a school house, furnish 20 echolars, and in
part provide for the pavment of a teacher, such
persons gwing cight dags notice, might meet
and appoint three fit persons trustees to the
said school, which trustecs were to have the
power to appomnt a teacher of said common
school.  Power also was given to the trustees
1o remove the teachers and nominate others;



