
I~ii UCA TION.

1 would ask, is donc by aur liublie tnLtuttiLi
for the education of' the mnass of ftic lecople 7-
In the incechanical nature of' aur conn
sehoals, is it ever propascîl to uni'old the varions
faculties aof a humait bcîng, and ta prcpare huit
for seIf-improveinent ilîrougli life 7 Iiideed,
according ta the views aif education nov givcîi,
howv defcctive are our institutioa for ricli as
%well as pan", and wvhat a rovaltîtian is requircd
in our wbole systein aif training the young.

The great aim aof philanthropy shonid bie,
tliat every mailber aof tire comînunity may re-
ceive such an edlucation as fias been described.
Tobringforvard evcry hiian hein-, to deve-
lape cvcry mmnd, is tic gýcat purpase ai' sQcie-
ty. 1 say ai' saciety, flot ai' governiicnt, for
governmcnt is a mere instrum'ent for hoalding
sacicty togetlier, a condition aof is existence,
and flot the great poiwer by wvhich its ends are
ta be aceaîîîplislied. One ai' the pertitctu
doctrines aof the day, very perrncious to the
wvarkiîig classes, is, tliat goverrnnent îs to rege-
nerate socbety, and exalt the îndivîdîîal ta hils
truc dignity. Government enables us ta live
toffeCher in society, anti ta make efrorts for aur
and others wchfarc. But social pragress de-
pends an thec spring in carli inan*s breast, andi
flot on tire aperations ai' the state. Gavern-
ment umay lie coixipareti ta the faîtiidation and
walls ai' a inantiîiactory, which enclose a-id pro-
tect, flot the înovîng andi guiding powcer, but
the necessary condition aof thoîr action. 'l'ieo
people nitist not look ta it foru h at their owui
energiescan alone etrect.*'

%Ve nced add natbing ta tliis account ofwliat
education ought ta lie or atm ait, nor îs il. ne-
cessary for lis ta point ont in detail hoiv far
aur presenit systern l'lils short ai' attaing this
cati, or even aof propiosing to attain il.

For fit'e or six ycars past tire subjeet ai dii-
cation lias been discîmssed in tire Provinîcial
Leg-islature, anti several plans have been pro-
posed for its inîprovement, bult nothing as yet
lias been donc. A Commission %vas appointeti
by Ilis Excellency Sir George Arthuîr ta en-
quire anai repart an education, as a blanchi aof
tlie gencrat commission appoîntcd ta enquire
anti report on the Public Departinent.-. Tire
Commissioners on Education ivere thîe Rev.
Dr. M.ýcCaul, the Rev. Il. .1. Grasset, andti Ui
Han. S. B. Harrison, anti tlîcîr repart on tire
subject sketches a plan for the action ai' the
Legisiature. They remark that tic sîmbjccts
ta wvhich they wvere instructeti ta direct their
attention may lie classed tînder the i'ollowing
hoads-Tho past andi prescrnt state ai' cditicatmon
in the Province--tie state ai' tic sehool fionds
-the constitution aad revenues ai' King*s Cal-

leie--atid a planm tor fite difl'utîiu of' education.
On tlic tirs' tlîeY observe:

1.-TIli Past and Present stateofai Educa-
trouî. T'ire Provincial Legislature manifféeic
at aL Very early period, their conviction af the
ncus8ity afi' nakîngr provision for so important
-in clement in a nation's l)rosperity, as the cdu-
cation ai' lier ynitm. In the year 1707, bath
llanses tînîted ia petîtîoning Ilis Majcsty for
the appropriation aof a certain portion of' the
%vaste lanîds ai'the Crown a.c a i'tnd for tlie es-
talisliincnt and suppîortaof a re.4pectable Grain-
tîar Sc!iool in cadi District, anti aiseo a
Callege or Unuiversity f'or tic instruction aof
yauth in tire aillèent branches ai' liberal knowl-
edge. In tue ycar1807 au act wýaspassetithat
the siiin o'£uoo aLiotilt lie annually (for four
years) paid for the establishiment ai' publie
,cliools. Tire clauses ai' tlîis act provided that
titere shltle ac ne public sehool in every dis-
trict. 'I'hat.£ioosliould lic paiti annually te,
flic tenciier aof siich public school-appointed
tire places where tliese schools wvero ta lic esta-

blîblctl- auîtlînrîty ta the Lieutenant Gxov-
cruor ta apîpoint. triîstees-gave the nommia-
tîuii tifftlic teaclier ta tîtese trustees, subjct ta
i lie ajîprov.il or dibappro% al of tlîe Governor-
also tire p o f i rciiiav-ing, and nomiination ta
the saine % itît the sante restriction ; aLa the
poi% er ai' iuiakin, rides and regulations respect-

iigsait cîos
I. is za tItis art that ive are ta trace the esta-

blislimpnt ai' Uic District Scliaols, as thcy at
present exist, \Vlidi, -altliougl they have uiot
elhcîeu aIl tîtat tuas expecîcd, il. yet înust lie
atiiiktel have been the instruments aof effccting
niticl gaod. in tire ycar 1803 the Legislature
secîn ta have liera soimpresseti %itlmthe impor.
tanlce ai' tItilîr first step toivards mai<ing a

ectiniary prc'vision for National Education,
uluat ivc find the clause rcpcalcd liîmiîing is3
duiralion ta four years.

But flic wants ai' the humbler classes af soci-
eîy demanuled attention ; accardingly in the
ycar 1810 an act wns passeti ftor the establish-
ment ai' Caramou Schoais. Tîte clauses of this
act providcd, that dîîring ifs continuance,
£6;,00o sîouild lit' annually paid fotr this abject
-£(',o ta flic Hoame District, £400 ta the
Newcasi le, £ 1000 ta tire Miulland,C1100 ta the
Jolinstown, £800 ta the Eastern, £600O ta the
Londlon, £600 to the Gare, £600 ta thie Nia-
gara, £600 ta the Western, and £200 tea thle
Ottawa. Tire thtird clause provides that when
a cnmnpetent nummer ai' persans stumîl unite and
build a schoal mouîse, ftirnish 20 scholarsand in
part provîde for the pîavaient aof a teacher, such

oesns gtving eighst dass notice, might meet
and appoint thre fit persans trustees ta the
said -achoGl, %vliich tiustecs tvere ta hava the
pawver ta appoint a tracmer cf' saiui comman
school. Power also %vas gi, en ta the truîstees
ta remoye e ic tachers andi nominate others ;


