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carriage, lowering it into the valley, and hauling it up again
on the opposite side. The scenery is beautiful and varied, the
people and their dwellings are most picturesque, and the total
absence of caste enables a stranger, without fear of giving
offence, to enter any of the numerous shops and refreshment
houses, and partake, along with the natives, of fruit, sweet-
meats, coffee, and various refreshing but not inebriating drinks.
Everywhere around (especially in Sunda or western Java) eye
and ear are refreshed by the sight of fresh verdure and the
sound of rushing streams; thcse who know what it is to ride
all day under a vertical sun, without a blade of grass or a drop
of water being visible for miles in any direction, can best ap-
preciate the charm of driving along a good road with four stout
Makassar ponies through this lovely garden of the tropics.

In order fully to appreciate the scenery and vegetation of
Java it is well to ascend one of the voleanic cones in.the western
portion of the islands, such as the Pangerango Mountain, where
an elevation of ten thousand feet can be aftained, and which
presents a variety of botanical attractions such as can hardly
be seen elsewhere. Down the steep slopes tumble many streams,
their temperature varying between the boiling point and icy
coldness, and in the tepid spray of the hot cascades tree-ferns
attain their greatest size, rivalling tall palms in height, and
excelling them in the gracefulness of their feathery fronds.
Near the top of the mountain frees diminish in size, but the
undergrowth is still so thick that it is almost impossible to
leave the path. The crater on the highest peak is extinct and
overgrown with vegetation, but clouds of mephitic vapour rise
from a huge crater somewhat lower, and spread desolation
arvound ; when the voleano is active, these vapours reduce large
tracts of forest to blackened skeletons, but nature soon repairs
her own ravages in a climate like that of Sunda. Animals are
rarely heard and yet more rarely seen in.these dense jungles,
but occasionally a troop of lar_  monkeys may leap crashing
from tree to tree, or a great hornbill may fly overhead on creak-
ing wings. Large game, in the shape of rhinoceros, tiger, deer,
wild bull and wild boars, is indeed abundant in the forests of
Java, bub is not easily dislodged in such cover, and tigers are
more frequently destroyed with poison than in any other
manner. Wild pigs do much damage in the rice-fields, and the
villagers use for scaring them an ingenious mechanical con-
trivance, which is worked by the water-power used in irrigation.



