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ST. FRANCIS AND NON CATHO-
LICS.

It is amusing and withal consoling
to observe the trend of thought outside
the Catholic Church. But a decade
ago everything appertaining to the
Catholic Church was banned, and to-
day its doctrines receive respectful con-
sidieration, and the history of its saints
ig written by those who yield it no
allegiance. St. Francis of Aesiesi has
awakened much interest in different,
circles, and not a few lecturers
bave limned with reverent and
enthusiastic  hand the picture
of the gentle saint who loved every-
thing and chanted his love in hymns
devoid indeed of technique, but clothed
in beauty that no technique could im-
part, who walked hand in hand with
pis  sister Poverty, and was
oontent, and, unskilled in the
accomplishments of the age, exercised
a powerful influence in his genera
tion, and did more than any of his
contemporaries in recalling the ideas
that make life real and strong.

It may be afad, butan interesting
and profitable one.

HONOR TO WHOM HONOR IS DUE

Why is all the honor given to thoee
who go out to battle? Is it that no
courage is needed or shown by these
who give sons and brothers, and then
sit at home inactive, powerless to do

makes for the nearest place of enter- | world, What a vision of power and i

tainment and thus widen the rent |
which a skilful wife could have €0
neatly patched.

Every little evil has its remedy :
a patch can he always applied —more
easlly at first when the hole is a
small one, with more and more difii-
culty as it Increases. Every one
about us must come in for a share of
our labor. A kind word here, & look of
sympathy there, a neighborly act, a
visit to the Blessed Sacrament to ask
a grace for someone, a Communion
for & friend in trouble—all these are
the patches which, applied with the
delicate skill, of which woman is
capable form a perfect garment for
eternity.

by error,
knowledge and freedom and grace.

THE INCARNATION.

The Son of God came to the world

in the midst of profound peace. War
had ceased in the world. The
toman power peacefully grasped the
conquered world. In the phrase of
the old historian, the land rested.
Roman soldiers garrisoned Jerusalem,
Roman judges administered the laws.
Roman tax gatherers 6at at the
receipts of customs. And He was
born in quiet, peaceful Bethlehem,
among whose villages, cornfields and
olive gardens, even the stir caused by
the enrollment was nothing more than
a viliage festival.

The world at peace, the land at
peace, the city at peace, the stable in
the hillside most peaceful of all. Thus
were things disposed when Josaph and
Mary sought a lodging, and in the

ought but wait in dread. Is it not
harder to battle in life than to die in
battle ?

‘ words of Scripture when all things kept

sreate > , l
Greater courage is surely | jnigdle course. *‘Thy Almighty Word,

silence, when the night was in its

Bat God knew from all eternity that
man would seek to disfigure and defile
the image he hsd placed within him,

that He would send His Son to offer
Himself indeed a sacrifice for sin and

e (

Au architect does not draw the same
plan for a palace as for an ordinary
house. What was God's plan as to the | ¢
Incarnation? It was assuredly to man-
ifest His perfection—but also to give | C
the highest glory and beauty to Hwis | &
work, That He left traces of His

own image upon the soul and united
Himself to it by grace and promised
the vision of His Adorable Face in

goodness. He wished to give Himself
tous in such a manner that we couid | 0
gay & God is man and man isGod. This I
is the gift He has bestowed on us. He

a perfect body and united to it a human

reasonable Creature and rendered 1t
holy : He took that holy and reasonable
Creature and made it blessed, and fin-
ally He united to it the Word, the
Second Divine Person, and the Word
was made Flesh.

No wonder that the jubilee of

i

needed to calmly wait than to rush { O Lord, come down from the throne of
into the thick of the fight and greater | His Royalty.” (Bishop Hedley

credit due the brave waiters. We hear
lots of raut about the evil done under

The Son of God, the brightness of
His Fatber and the figure of His sub-

cover of might; but little thought i8 | siance, came down from heaven, put

taken of the good done under the same
friendly shelter.

How mapy are using the night to
fight out the silent battles that fit them
for another day's rubbing at the grind-
ing factory of life. Appearances
must be kept up, feelings hidden, work
done while day i with us ; but when
friendly night shadows us we can
loosen our harness and rest. Then
once more we brace up ready to bear
the chafing and rubbing of the straps
that fasten us to our life's work.

o r———
PATCHES.

1t seems to be the special province of
women, says & writer, to put on
patehes, end that & great part of the
time of a busy housewife is spent in
the occupation. Among the little
ones, knees and elbows geem to be al-
ways coming through, and in a large
family the mending basket is seldom
empty. Quite a degree of skill is
necessacy for this delicate work —-more
s0 than at first sight seems at all re-

quisite.  lirst, we think the ma:
terlal must be matched &8 to
shade and texture, although such

a thing a3 a brilliant red or blue

patch in & sombre brown or grey gar-
ment is not impossible.

new piece carefully fitted in its place,
and the stitches made as fine and as
even as possible, without drawing the
thread in tightly so as to pucker and

Then the
frayed edges must be neatly psred, the knew he was its master!

away His glory, shrouded His bright-
ness, anuihilated His majesty, emptied
Himse'f of His power and became a
and degraded race. Thiy is the mys-

faith ‘alone firmly receives.

few thoughts from a great preacher on
this subject.

perfection

it being.

glory of intelligence.

of its Creator.

make the whole thing set awry.
Finally a well tempered smoothing-
iron must be applied to press it all
down firmly and hide the fact that it is
a patch at all. But we must not think
that these material patches are the
only ones a woman should be ready to
put on. You will agree with us thai
gsome women allow these to take their
attention from patches which require
more delicate and dainty skill than
these we have mentioned. There 18
many & rent made in the heart—in the
temper, in the conscieuce, and perhaps
instead of using her tact and invention

to apply & patch some busy housewife

makes it larger until it cannot be re-
paired at all.

When John comes home after &
hard day's work and indulges in &
little grumbling, either at the nolse
of the children of some outside griev-
ance, does Mary put a patch on his
wounded feelings by cheerfully re-
pairing the evil, if it is in her power,
or by a few soothing words which a
broad-minded woman wiil always find
in the depths of her own kind heart ?
©r does she return his grumbling with

seunses.

everlasting life.

imterest, until he seizes his hat and:

gervant and slave, the last and lowliest
tery of Christmas, & mystery which
We shall condense for our readers &
Goodness must of necessity commun-

icate itself to others, and in the dawn
of creation we find God communicat-

ing His divine perfections to
the works of His hands. From
out the voild and nothingnets

He drew the universe, that, glorious'in
its youth and beauty, but velled His
Put material things, bereft
of intelligence and controlled by im-
mutable laws, could be only a poor and
feeble image of the gocdness that gave
Oae thing was wanting that
should ba its crowning beauty —the
And so God pro-
duced a belng—a superior nature,
fashioned from out the slime of the
earth and vivified by a goul, the image

How grand was the first man when
he rose up in his strength and beauty,
aud looking over the young world
The Lord

God took him in His arms and placed | great majority * conventionality " and
him in the garden of Paradise, where
he had reunited every beauty that
could elevate the intelligence, every
charm that could touch the heart and | come to us in the troublesome, old-
every pleasure that could satisfy the | faghioned way, ‘ down the chimney."
All the forms of grace and | By the way, perhaps it was the good
beauty that come from the hands of | old gent's mode of arrival that gave the
men can never equal the splendor of | idea of elevators to, the brilliant nine-
the body fashioned by the Creator.
Time could not rob it of its strength,
suffering could not effict it and death | progress in the past hundred years,
would never place its cold hand upon | we can venture to hope some reforma:
the sparkling eyes and speaking lips.
Years would pass and it would be still | twentieth century, and Santa Claus
young, awaiting in peace and joy and | may yet arrange his arrivalin a more
with imperishable youth for God to | up-to-date way.
crown its happiness with the glory of
What words shall | window may develop into a committes
we use to depict the power possessed by | of ways and means.
his soul ? 1t knew mnot the labor and | will have the;making or marring of at
experience that mark our progress in | least a part of the great white sheet
the domain of human knowledge. Noth- | unrolled before us, on which we stamp
ing escaped his penetrating gaze—the | our thoughts and acts, to the making
laws of the universe, the secrets of | of the great picture of History.
nature, the essences and properties of
beings were as an open book before | outliues ; and cothers, to whom are
him. He was not indeed blessed with | given more time or talents, must fill
the vision of God, but he could see 8o
clearly the divine perfections in the
things around him and look up from
nature to nature's God, that he knew
better than our philosophers and theo-
logians the splendor of the invisible | or cursing him every step he takes.

praise and glory rolled its waves of
harmony burdened with the gladdest

. l
message that can ever come to man

o1t over the sleeping Bathlehom ! It

tsld of deliverance from doubt and | more

despair, from deep anxiety and reet- |

by Mr. H
Atlantic Monthly for O:ztober has at
tracted much attention

now contributing to American maga
and from all eternity did He decree | zl
have had occasion from time to time to
reproduce his trenchant utterances,

generally on subj:zets ertaining to
to show forth, His goodness. literary zrluclsm. i N .

appears as a student of religious tend-
encies, especially as these manifest
themselves in the United States in rela-

writes, apparently, as one outside that

titude of the new democracy of America
toward Catholiciem is, he thinks, one
beauty in nature and improved His| of the most momentous we shall have
to answer.
lows :

and is already beginning
Cosmopolitanism 18
hereafter other bonds than those of a
common country will group men to.
gether,

| inheritance, of habits,

NO. 1,106,

FUTURE OF CATHOLICISH ]pnﬁ-lmmtu youth,' their

r i p ! in the great principl tellect ance has ) (
grandeur was the first man when he | 1ts Work In the Umited States as Saci g» P ciples of intellec el ipfluence has been noblor
{and moral liberty.

knelt down in the garden of Paradise
and offered up to his Creator the obla-
tion of & pure heart, and when God
gaw in him His own image, reproduced
as it were in the noble soul, unclouded
falr and beautiful in its Catholics as well as among Catholics.
In & recent issue the Literary Digest
summarizes and quotes
article.

by a Protestant,
The remarkable article contributed

D Sedgwick, jr., to thu'i

among non-

from this
1t says :
“ Ope of the most forcible essaylsts

nes is Mr. H. D. Sedgwick, je. We

In a late number
)stober) of the Atlantic Monthly he

on to the Roman Catholic Church. He

hurch, but he sees for it a future of
reat power. The question of the at-

He then proceeds as fol-

The great opposition to the Roman

Church in the sixteenth century was
heaven, did not satisfy His infinite | 35 gpposition of race, of nationality.

The Raformation was the awakening

f the Teutonic races to the greatdif

ferences that separated them from the

.atin races ; Northern nations felt

: the swelling of national instincts, and
formed within the womb of the Virgin | the bonds of the
were Lroken.
soul. He gave His grace to that | the sentiment of nationality has been
predominant :

Universal Church
From then nntil to-day

that sentiment reached
ts z3pith in the end of this century, |
to wane,
establishing ;

“Signs appear that the breaking up

of nationality will begin in the United
States.
three principal parties—those of Eng:-

There will be in this country

igh, German and Irish descent; but

there will be mauny other stecks. The
motto “*E Pi Unum” will be
3 tha rer. Bat the whole

have t

of ple

50 1o d will not ha

sures, of

less strivings, from futile quest for > . 1
i ot 1 ’ tradition, of imagination, which makes

the salvation of problems that brought ‘ a pation.

the accents of despairing failure to
the lips of
brightest, and it told also that a God
stood face to face with His people—to
be a Redeemer, and to remain forever

and to guide our faltering steps to
the land bey nd the grave.

—
CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.

Sitting by our window to day we
heard a funny talk between two little
chaps. Thelr subject was of course
geasonable— Santa Clause and his visit.
“ My mudder says he can’c come to
our house this year, cus she's got no
meney to get the chimbley sweeped :
and he's mad if folk has dirty chim-
bleys, and won't come down. I won-
der why he don't come in doors like
other people.”

‘ Ah” (in a long drawn tone of dis-
gust) go 'way ; den he wouldn't be
Santy Claws, would he ?"—and we
mentally endorsed him ; for, in these
times, one must live up to the standards
others set. Originality —stepping out
in new lines — ever draws down sus
picion and distrust. Folks must fit
neatly into the old-fashioned groove cut
out by Mistress Convention ; for to the

¢ right " are synonymous terms.
Even poor Santa, with his multi-
farious Christmas duties, must yet

The United S:ates wiil be
the one -f:l'{’?l‘\ l,"?‘ﬂ“lf‘“‘f)xllﬂ“ country. I'l

the world's best and | cuch a country, with po purely national

feeling to be stirred into opposition, &
proselyting church, prudent and bold,
will have great gpportunity. Most of
the German element will be Protestant,

more our elder Brother, to console us | but it will hardly strengthen the Pro

testant  cause, because it will
not unite with the English
Protestant section. The Irish will

be Catholics almost to a man ; and they
have an ardent loyalty of nature which
will naturally turn them to the support
of their Church. In the midst of cos-
mopolitan indifference and disagree
ment the Church of Rome will b» then,
as she always has been, the one Chuarch
which draws to herself men of all Euaro-
pean races, There is but one Church
whose priests visit every people and
hear confession in every language.
The fo hut 1

ona Posm

4 nly > WAL

wick, agnostics and evangelicals would

they were fighting against groes ignor-

ing:
« (Calvin and Knox are losing wor
ship.

were part of our inheritance from Eng
land.
relative congequence,
changing character

| does not believe that the spirit «f Amer
{{can independence will find & stumbl

¢

that the dogmatic

mas of the Roman Catholic Church are
no more difli:ult of acceptance than the
dogmas which she shares wiih Protest- | d
ant sects.
the divinity of Christ, the Trinity, the
clauses of the

unity of |

s is litan Chureh,'
“ Two decades ago, says Mr. Sedg-|gyiin curers, Christian S

have banded together to oppoee the
Roman Catholic Church, believing that

ance and j grosser superstition, But
now Protestant;prejudicesjare decay-

Jonathan Edwards has become
a sign-board of obsolete notions. Oar ~
old jealousies of the Roman Church ened the Church.

That inheritance has lost its
and in the
of the United

joyous elation th

Mr, Sedgwick | ar

ng stone in Roman Catholle authority, | th

when it can abrogate so doctlely I!Nllh('

ommercial and so ial independence to

Further, says Mr, Sedgwick,

s Neither does Mr. Sedgwick think

¢ To ap outsider the separate dog-

The fall, the atonement,

Apostles' Creed, are |t
larger and more exacting baliefs than

maculate conception of Mary the infal-
libility of the Pope in matters of faith
and morals. To the outsider the dog- |t
matic Protestant seems to strain at a |t

thought which
the great trusts and corporations. One | ages in the gearch for truth.
camel 18 no harder to swallow than an- | W
other
the Church's lack of modern form and | w
gpirit 18 more than counterbalanced by
the firmness and enduring strength
which its long life has brought io it.

without any
broadly ;

centuriec that its
for liberty
yd progress, and that it is rapidly

se last three

| putstripping its rival in numbers and
"in the control of the

world, We
ink we see a good reason for, it 11
independence and liberty ol
Protestantism encour
Nor do
e find that Protestantism has at al

failed in preducing saintly men anc

omen, in elevating the conscience of

the people, and iu the work of con
vertiing the world.”

Dr. D3 Costa never mentions a

word of failure in any material sense
teaching of the | Well enough be kunows that Protest
Church will prove a real barrier : a

ptism ig the religion for the material

world —a mighty good cne to live in,
whatever it be to die in.
ity of

Tne prosper-
great modern nations i8 the
irect outcome of the action of peopie
conscience, speaking
and when they establish
beir commercial supremacy by force

of shot and shell over weaker places
the authority of the fathers, the im- |t
plously say :
earth.” Dr

hey give thanks to Providence and
¢ We are the salt of the
De Costa had no such
bing in his mind. He refers solely
0 the attempt to establish & spirtual

gnat and swallow a camel. * system on the groundwork of Prostant-

‘¢ After referring to the many in- i
dications occurring in the pontificate i
of Leo XIII. which prove the Roman

Church’s vital interest in progreesive | chosen badge.

nor a lLombard
where milllonaires are made, but a
place wherein crowns are woun by the

movements of the day, and the power
it still exerts to help or to modify these
movements, Mr. Sedgwick continues :

« ¢« All these matters are signs which | ¢
show that the Roman Church is con-
scious that the world is changing :
that she recognized that new modes of
)ife alter men's habits, opinions and
beliefs : that the Church must
change too. She must not ugnt
against science : gshe must recognize
tbe truth is of God. She must not
coddle the weak, but cheer forward
the strong. Who is 8o bold as to pre-
dict the future of the Catholic Church
in America ? At present she 1s the
Church of the ignorant, but her ambi-
tion seeks to extend her influence over
the whole nation. Taere are but thres
classes of citizens which, as classes, we
are sure will not ecome under her sway-—
men of scientific knowledge, men of in
| dependent character w ho are resolute to

r

manage their own affairs, a class which
|18 on the wane, and, third, the negroes,
with whom the Catholic Church has not

been snceessful, but who, ag a class, will
never have a share in gulding our na-
tional life. Set these classes aside and
divide the remainder into thirds. Oue
third, composed of the educated, will be
divided among disagreeing Protestant
gects ; but the remaining two-thirds
will be a great flock, now scatttered
and wandering, ready for & wise
Church to guide. The danger to the
world from priestly intolerance and
greed 18 practically  past ; the
danger to the world from olig-
archs, free from religious influence,
is far greater. The Church may well
kave the sympathy of the unbiased.
« There is one great source from
which the Church will be able to draw
strength. The tide of reaction against
the materialistic beliefs of the pussing
generation is rising fast, and there i8
a vast army of persons now calling
t lvas by atrange names—heslers,

cientists —who
have & mighty power of enthusiasm.
The Church must open her arms to
these hundreds of thousands of persous
who are seeking to come nearer to
Ged and are spelling out new words for
old supernatural cravings and old
gupernatural beliefs. In times past
the Church would have been their re-
fuge, and they would have strength
Even mnow, the
next Pope, like him who saw in his
dream St. Francis propping the falling
walls of St. John Lateran, may see that
among those enthusiasts is the power
to establish the Church.’ "

States those jealousies are disappear-
ing. Old feuds between Protestant
and Catholic have ceased to be as im-—
portant a8 their united battles against
moral decay.

teenth century,inventors.
Looking over the rapid strides of

tion may come to us during the

Perhaps the little urchins beneath the

At any rate they

It may be our,lot only to trace the

in — complete — perfect.

us & niche in God's Temple of Fame.

P———
———————

But even
outlines faithfully done, will ensure

gross pleasures, the cruelty of greed.
More and more Churches separate relig-
ion from their own individual tenets
and aseociate it with what all hold dear,
the dignity of labor, the sanctity of self-
sacrifice, the holiness of marriage, the
preservation of noble purposes. They
begin to regard religion as a bulwark
to guard the spirit from the wastes of
ghame. There is a feeling every-
where that rich and poor, educated
and igoorant, should band together to
gafeguard the riches of civilization ;
and that the common refuge for de-
fense and starting point for conquest
must be & united Church. Even the
strong Protestant sects of the Method-
istsand Baptists are growing less an-
tagonistic to the Church of Rome.
The Presbyterians show signs of con-
ciliation toward the Episcopalians ;
they build churches in the likeness oi
Magdalene Tower ; they put stained
glass in their windows ; they are less
rigorous to heresy.’

Churches of all kinds|that of the attitude of the non Catholic
draw closer together as they feel that|weekly press on the subject of Dr. De
thelr fight is to be against cynicism, | Costa’s conversion.

sm and the Bible. The distinguish-
pg mark of Christ’s Church is the

badge of suffering, as it was His own

It is not a Cottonopolis
street, nor a place

.0lf sacrifice and personal sanctifica-

tion for the work of saving human
souls.— Philadelphia

Standard and
Times.

SAINTS OF TO-DAY.

QCardinal Gibbons Bays Ifhey are in

the Worid Acting Like Ordinary
People.

—
In & recent address in the Baltimore
Cathedral Cardinal Gibbons spcke on
+ Saints of To-day.” Hesaid :

“wOpe of the grand influence
which mould our lives is that which in-
gpires us to accord 1everence and re
gpect to our ancestors All of us are
proud to point to the lves of our fore
fathers, and find in them things which
chould incite the emuiation and profit
able imitation of ourselves aud our
children.

“ We of the Catholic Church have &
noble spiritual ancestry. I'ne lives ot
the saints, in all their goaliness and

goodnees, invite our admiration and
turnish us & guide. In them we can
see the happiness and goodoess of fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Christ and
walking through life, as woll as we
may, in the path which He has trod.
There is no greater joy than that
which is found in following them and
making them our guide. The oppor-
tunity is open to &ll.

««There are some mistaken persons
who suppose that to become a saint re-
quires devotion to a religious life,
progerly g0 called. Nothing could b2
turther from the truth. Saiutiiness
requires no special stamp, and is not
confined to those who have given thelr
lives in the service of the holy Church,
[n the home aud the market-place there
is room for godliness, and opportunity
to spread joy and happiness by acting
in accordance with the woid i i
and in imitation of the life ol His Son,

our Redeemer, Salntliness 18 possible
to all of us, religious and layman
alike, and the iact that & man Or
woman must spend most of his or her
time in attending to the material
wants of life is no reason why the op

portunity to bs one ol God's faitbful
servants should be epurned or neglect-
ed,

(Some think that to be saintly we
must be sad. This is not the right
way of exhibiting true Christianity .
The religion of Jesus is one of joy, not
of tears, and serving Him should te a
cause of happiness, and not mournful-

Loa

b smiil s
JUGGLING WITH THE ISSUE.

A profoundly interesting study is

Some of the de-
nominational organs, notably the
Christian Advocate, commend the
convert for his decision ; it was the
groper and logical thing for him todo ;
nor do they attempt

his reasons are erroneous. But others,

like to do; nor do they attempt to

to argue that

ness. The light heart aud the glad
smile best become the saint of every
day life.

It is our duty to try to follow Christ
and the sainis, As Christians we
ghould agk ourselves the questions :
¢ What awm I here for 7 Why did God
create me? What is my mission in
life 7’ When we find the answers to
these questions we shall realize that it
is our du‘y to be as Christ was. What
{s & Christian ? A follower of the dis-
ciples of Jesus. Onpe that endeavors,

argue that it i8 with Dr. De Costa | v peading the gospels, to know the

that certain high hanging
were too sour for his taste.

men like him who cannot see its won
derful success.

intellect. Its sophistry
langhable :

¢« To us it seems a strange and ridi

testantism the Evangelical commun

«'The Episcopal Church—nearer to
the Roman See than any other—is per-
forming & great work in breaking
down this prejudice to Catholicism and
in preparing the way to & complete
understanding, says the writer ; and

of the Pope.
the fellowship of these churches, w
may be liable to prejudice, but i

¢ failure ' it is mnot
Looked at in the largest way it seem

every Anglican plan for union paves

There is not an act of a man's life lies the way ultimately to Rome. The
dead behind him, but it is blessing or agnostics, too, have greatly changed

thelr attitude, and have ‘spent their

abler, mightier,

somewhat as with the fox who found
grapes
He has
been crying outon the failure of Pro-
testantism, this elastic journal argues,
whereas the fallure is on the side of

culous absurdity to speak of the fallure
of Protestantism. meaning by Pro-

fons that do not accept the authority
Representing, as we do,
would seem to us that if there be any |oat losing its dignity.

on our side.

to us that Protestantism has made
more advanced na-

word of Goi and practice what it
teaches—one who endeavors dovoie
his life to the services of God, the up-
building of the Church of God and the
gpread of God's word. These are the
duties of all Christians.

« Fidelity to God does not mean in-

p The speclousness of | :yqtice to one's self. The effort to ba
this organ's argument is mnot deep

enough to delude the most infantile | yon " The pursuit of sanctity 18 no
is perfectly

saintly does not injure a man, a5 &

hindrance to material prosperity.
Rather it is a help. The successful
man in business or the professions is
one who most fully puts into practice
the teachings of the Holy Scriptures
and most faithfully follows the example
of the patterns of saintliness, in whose
% goodness, as a Christian, he believes.”

t| Only greatness can makae itself little with.
I'ather Ryan.
God never made an act more grandly free
g | than the decree of the Lncarnation,— ¥ather
Ryan,

They bhave sounded
eternity—Jesus and Mary—the divine note

together from all

tions than has Catholiciem ; that it | and the human pote, in the glorious yhymu of

has done more for learning. during @od'a mercy.—Father Ryan,




