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with skills and investment potential while continuing to make 
family reunification a priority.

This plan generated by the people of Canada reflects compas
sion, humanitarianism and tolerance, time honoured values of 
the Liberal Party.

I tip my hat to the minister and to the people of Canada for a 
well balanced and comprehensive citizenship and immigration 
program that shall meet the needs of Canadians for years to 
come.

• (1410)

NATIONAL DEFENCE
Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in its 

dissenting report tabled yesterday, the Bloc Québécois demands 
that the Minister of National Defence proceed with a complete 
review of military spending, in particular the purchase of 
submarines, taking into account the new missions the armed 
forces will have to undertake in the years to come.

The measures proposed in the majority report of the special 
joint committee do not go far enough. The Minister of National 
Defence must come up with a realistic budget, in keeping with 
the catastrophic situation we are in because of the deficit. The 
minister must try harder to streamline operations to cut some 
$1.6 billion.

The government must show more courage and tackle a deficit 
which is eroding the future of our children.

TOURISM

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, our 
eastern Ontario caucus was informed that the only increase in 
tourism in our region during the recent recession was the result 
of overflow tourists from Quebec. These were visitors brought 
to Canada by Quebec government advertising.

I believe the federal government through the new tourism 
commission should work with the private sector to promote 
Canada by promoting Canadian heritage. In eastern Ontario, for 
example, the Trent, Severn and Rideau waterways are part of our 
national heritage. They are a great attraction to tourists from 
other provinces and countries.

Promotion of major features of Canadian heritage will attract 
tourists to Canada from around the world and will encourage 
Canadians to travel in Canada. At the same time promotion of 
Canadian heritage will strengthen our sense of national identity.

Let us encourage interest in our heritage in Canada and around 
the world.

[English]

JUSTICE
Mr. Paul E. Forseth (New Westminster—Burnaby, Ref.): 

Mr. Speaker, for the third time in less than a month the excuse of 
extreme drunkenness has been used as a defence in a criminal 
court.

The Supreme Court recently made a ruling in the Daviault 
case and what has ensued has been devastating for all victims. 
On Friday in Alberta a man was acquitted of assaulting his wife 
following a 24-hour drinking binge in 1993. The judge ruled 
that the man could not be held responsible for his actions 
because he was so drunk he was insane.

Reform MPs have twice asked the Minister of Justice to enact 
legislation to plug this loophole but we still have seen nothing.

This is not the Land of Oz and the minister I hope is not 
Dorothy. Supposedly the justice minister is troubled by these 
cases, but we all know that his clicking of the heels three times 
will not make the issue disappear. Amending legislation must be 
brought in immediately if victims in the country have any 
chance at all for justice.

[Translation]

QUEBEC REFERENDUM

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to inform the House that the leader of the Bloc 
Qebecois has just sided with the Prime Minister, whom he now 
supports. Indeed the leader of the Bloc Québécois said yesterday 
that he now wants a referendum “as soon as possible”.

This new position of his is in contrast with what he was saying 
on September 20, when he pleaded for a referendum at a time 
where it would be likely to be won. Now that the official 
opposition and the government agree on holding a referendum 
as soon as possible, we hope that the leader, the self- described 
partner of Jacques Parizeau in the referendum saga, will be able 
to convince his associate to proceed forthwith. Then, as the 
Prime Minister was saying, we can put to rest the uncertainty 
that now prevails.

CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD
Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—Meadow Lake, NDP): 

Mr. Speaker, the minister of agriculture has stated that the 
debate surrounding the future of the Canadian Wheat Board is an 
important one. In response he has announced a process which 
will include asking farmers what they think.

Consultation is important. Indeed just two years ago farmers 
were consulted in what was then known as transportation talks 
wherein a vast majority of farmers and rural residents spoke in 
favour of maintaining the crow benefit and strengthening the 
Canadian Wheat Board. Then more than 13,000 rural Saskatch-


