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FOOD TAXES.

The Food Tax Bogey, which ‘s persistently used as an
argument in the Old Country against the Unionist policy
of Tariff Reform and Imperial Preference is an ingenious
attempt to frighten the British workman. The term
“Food Taxes” is employed at every turn. It is signif-
cant, however, that the taxes on tea, sugar and other
mecessaries imposed by a so-called Free Trade Govern-
ment are never referred to as Food Taxes. They are
designated “necessary revenue,” yet the British working
man is by this method paying food taxes under the worst
possible conditions,

The official figures given in the report of the Com-
missioners of Customs and Excise for the year ended
March 31, 1912, show that in that year £10,476,770 was
pald in taxes on articles every one of which formed in
some way or other part of the British working man's

food. The figures are as follows:
Customs. L
Article. Rate of Duty. Revenue,
CBICOTY .. o <o oo os oo 138 3d. percwt .. £ 43,74
ENODR vs 06 as sa0 in e 1d. per lb. .... .. 381,763
CONE . qde il 148, per cwt... .. 186,314
CUrrants .. .. .; .. «. +« 28, per cwt. .. .. 127.075
Figs, plums and prunes .. 7s. per cwt. .. . 117,915
TNINE .. i ey s ie TR DA CWL 5o e 234,143
SUERD ..« +o o5 oo sa oo 10d. to 15 104, per
oWt .. .. ose oo 2013449
Molasses and glucose ... &d. to 1s, 2d. per
CWE, vo vo oo oo 132,383
Saccharin, saccharin mix-
tures, and articles con-
taining suga JORE DEY Dfe ks . 97,367
T I R Gy U | R 6,1
Total Food Duties .. .. =« o .o o» 10,408,332
Excise.

Article. Rate of Duty. nevenue.

Glucome .. .. i. veo.vi 10d 1o 1x 24! per
(g e £60,203
SeschMin .. .. ic . ol T DET OB (.. < 8,796
CMeOM (. oo s 128. 1d. per cwt. 1,444
Total Food DUties .. o: ¢o oo oo oo oo £70,443

Total Customs and Excise Duties on Food, £10,476,776.
Every penny of this £104 75 was paid by the
British consumer because the articles taxed are not pro-
duced in the United Kingdom. There is no competition,
and therefore the full duty is added to the price. In
other words, the full tax irrespective of fluctuations in
price was paid by the British working man and his family
on every cup of tea, cocoa or coffee they drank, on every
ounce of sugar they used, and on every raisin or currant
they ate. These food taxes are a direct burden upon the
consumer and of no benefit to the British producer.

A REPORT ON MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.

The report of a Royal Commission on Municipal Gov-
ernment, which was recently presented to the Lieutenant-
Governordn-Council of British Columbia, embodies some
conclusions of general interest. The commission, accord-
ing to the Vernon News, made an exhaustive enquiry over
a wide area last year into municipal affairs. The report
is said to be one of the most able documents of the kind
ever submitted and is expected to have a far reaching
effect upon future municipal legislation in the Pacific
Province.

It is noteworthy that the Commissioners show a de-
clded preference for a Board of Control. Their investi-
gations lead them to conclude that this system has ad-
vantages over Commission Government. After carefully
considering the proposal that cities in British Columbia
should be given the power to abolish the present form of
government by Mayor and Council, and elect a small body
of paid Commissioners to conduct their affairs, the Com-
missioners reached the conclusion that such a change
would not be advisable, though this plan
has been adopted in a number of United
States cities. They found that such a system placed too
much uncontrolled power in the hands of a few men, and
that the tendency would be strongly towards one-man gov-
ernment. They found also that the “recall” supposed to
guard against this danger, was clumsy and ineffective.

A Board of Control they consider in many cases desir-
gble. On this point the report proceeds as follows:

i “If, for any reason, it should become ry in

time to the b of the fcipality and shall
recelve remuneration for their services;

“(d) 'That the Board of Control (which shall
consist of the Mayor or reeve and the comtrollers)
shall have power to employ or dismiss all employees
of the city, including heads of departments;

“(e) That the Board of Control shall have full
authority over all the executive weork of the city, sub-
ject to the right of the Council to refect, vary or
refer back its actions by two-thirds vote.”

Many other subjects of interest are covered in the
report of the Commissioners, indicating diligent and care-
ful research. They find generally that the Municipal
Act of the Province in many minor respects.is capable of
improvement. Thelr recommendations are dealt with in
a draft of the Act which will be submitted to the law
officers of the Crown. They attach to their report a tran-
seript of the evidence given at the various sittings held in
British Columbia, and also voluminous notes of informa-
ton on 1 matters coll d by them during their
travels beyond the confines of the Province,

TRUST RESTRAINT.

Seven bills prepared by Governor Wilson of New
Jersey, and President-elect, with the assistance of Chan-
cellor Walker and Judge Van Syckel, have been intro-
duced into the State Legislature. The first imposes
punishment by imprisonment and a $1,000 fine for any
corporation, firm or individual who enters into an agree-
ment to limit production or increase prices, to prevent
competition, to control prices, to preclude free and unre-
stricted competition, and includes any secret oral agree-
ment for these purposes, Directors of companies par-
ticipating'in any of the prohibited acts are to be treated
as individuals, and, in addition, the charter of the offend.
ing corporation may be revoked.

The second bill prohibits the issue of stock upon
fictitious values of property, and requires a fair, bona
fide valuation. The third makes it a misdemeanor, pun-
ishable by fine and imprisonment, to organize a corpora-
tion with intent to promote or conduct any project or ob-
ject intended to be used in restraint of trade, or for ac-
quiring a monopoly. Repeal of the law allowing holding
companies |s asked in the fourth bill, which, however,
permits of holding and voting stock in other companies
already owned. The fifth bill prevents merged compan-
fes from future acquisition of the stock of other com-
panies.. In the sixth bill the approval of the Public Util-
ities Commission must be procured to all mergers, and the
seventh bill prohibits discrimination in prices, except for
cost of transportation and similar allowable differences.
Whatever may be the fate of these bills in the New
Jersey Legislature, their introduction is important, as in-
dicative of the attitude of the President-elect towards
some of the later developments of corporation practice in
the United States. Commenting upon the situation the
Toronto World justly points out that these bills show
Mr. Wilson to be keenly alive to the menace of combina-
tions organized to exploit the public, and they attack the
evil in the only effectual way—that of fixing responsibil-
ity on individuals in the cases where directors seek to
shield themselves behind fictions of law.

MR. PUGSLEY'S ARGUMENT.

(Toronto News.)

If Mr. Pugsley cared as much for Canada and the Em-
pire as he does for party and office he would not contend
in Parliament for the immediate construction of Canadian
Dreadnoughts in Canadian waters. He would admit that
the only way in which the Dominion can speedily prepare
for effective participation in naval defence is by having
the first Canadian battleships built by British experts in
0Old Country yards. Years will be required for the or-
ganization of a local navy and by that time the crisis in
European waters may be a thing of the past.

seantime under the Borden plan the British Admir-
alty is to give Canadian shipyards a start by placing with
them orders for smaller classes of British war vessels.
In time we can build our own Dreadnoughts. From the
standpoint of promptness and effectiveness the Govern-
ment naval programme is the only one that stands a
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Get away from wearing Rubbers
by using our Comfortable Damp-

Proof, Leather Lined Winter
Boots.
No more welight than lighter

boots and rubbers combined and
ever 80 much better for your feet.
Cushion Sole Boots If you want
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A variety of lasts and widths to
fit every foot.
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19 King St.

Ihe Best Quali'y at a ffeasonable Price

ladies
Watches

It is just as essential that
the watch a woman
carries should be a good
time-keeper as that she
should carry one at all.
Our stock of Ladies’
Watches has been se-
lected with a view to
their being reliable
time-keepers, and each
one is fully guaranteed.
There’s a good assort-
ment to choose from,
The prices range from
$12 up.
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'n,; Proof is in the Eating
* HAY, OATS AND MILL FEEDS
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We are now landing, ex cars, at St
John and West St. John:

Good Carfeton County Hay.
i ':‘lnnoln._l'. E. Island and Ontario
ats,

White Middlings, Bran.
Crushed Oats, and Corn and Oats.

Shall be very much pleased to quot:
our lowest prices. Ring us up.

A. C. SMITH & Co.

UNION $TREET.

West St. lohn. N. B.

COAL AND WOOD

Nut or Stove Hard Coal
Landing for. Self-feeders

Alsc Chestnut for Ranges and
Egg for Furnaces.
Cash with order. Prompt delivery

J. S. GIEBON & (CO.

82 Charlotte Street
and No. 1 Union Street
(Open Evenings.)

IN STOCK
All the Best Grades of

STEAM, HOUSE and BLACKSMITH
COAL

R.P. & W. F. STARR, Ltd

49 Smythe St. 226 Unlon St

$3.50 PER TON DELIVERED
ACADIA PICTOU NUT.
Clean and the best soft coal in the
City.

46 Eritain St. Geo. Dick
Foot of Gerinain 8t.  Phons 1116.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. John, N. 3.

EGG COAL

1 have 60 tons of
A 1 AMERICAN EGG COAL,
I want to sell at once to close con-

YEARS OLD AND THE

chance of carrying the judgment of the country,

Mr. Frank Cochrane, Minister of Railways, believes
in the municipal control of highways and streets. He
intimates that the question will come before Parliament
in the form of an amendment to the Railway Act during
the present session. It is proposed that the new legisla
tion should make it clear that power transmission com-
panies, telephone companies and telegraph companies in-
corporated prior to the passage of the present Railway
Act shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal
Railway Board. The control of highways has become &
topic of great interest, particularly in Ontario, since the
decision of the Privy Council, in the recent litigation be-
tween the Niagara Power Company and the Town of
North Toronto, upheld the contention of the company
that it had a right to erect poles on certain streets con-
trary to the wish of the municipality. The situation as a
result of this judgment has been brought to the attention
of the Administration.

Current Comment I

any municipality to relieve the Council, to a greater
extent than at present, of their executive duties we
would suggest the formation of a Board of Control.
Such Boards are in existence in several of the largest
cities of Canada, such as Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto,
Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton. In Winnipeg the
Council is composed of a Mayor, four councillors and
fourteen aldermen. The Mayor and controllers who
form the Board of Control are elected annually by
vote of the entire city. One alderman is elected an-
nually from each of the geven wards ip which the city
i, divided, and holds office for a term of two years.
Persons eligible for the election as controllers must
be holders of property rated on the assessment roll
of the city at the value of $2,000, over and above all
incumbrances against the same. The council as &
whole is the legisiative body and carries on its legis-
lative work through standing committees in the usual
way. The Board of Control is the executive body,
and as such deals with all financial matters; regu-
lates and supervises expenditures, revenues and in-
vestments; directs and controls departments and

i heads of pr specifica-
tions, advertises for tenders for work, materials and
supplies required by the city; inspects and reports to
the Council upon all municipal work being carried on
or ia progress; and generally administers the affairs
of the city, except the public schools, public parks
and the police and license dopartments. The Win-
hipeg scheme appears t0 have worked very satisfac-

 populstion of 1500 or over shall have power to pass

must

Intensive Farming.
(Edmonton Journal.)

At the meeting of the Experimental Union in Guelph
the other day a former employee of the Ontario Agricul-
tural College told how, by growing vegetables and small
fruit, he had made an acre of land return him $125 after
supplying his family all season. He then bought one
and a half acres more, and secured & few bees. His
profit the next season was $2,700. These results were
all duly verified. ‘There is no doubt that we have a great
deal to learn yet in Canada about the possibilities of in-
tensive farming.

—

New Schools in the West,
(Montreal Herald.)
New schools are being opened at the rate of six per
week in Alberta and naturally the provincial authorities
are at their wits’ ends to get teachers for them. They

more than one instance. After all, however, it is about
time that the school teacher came into his, or her, own.

A Mighty Agricultural Forcss

Agricultural College this week in courses
and even this is not the busiest time of
institution, for there is a time in the college
‘half as many more are recelving instruction

kg

45 LAST YEAR THE BEST OF
THE 46.

The same 'enterprise, earnestness,
ability and devotion to students’ inter-
ests which have given this college its
present standing, will be continued,
and every effort made to be worthy
O‘I\m.t generous patronage enjoyed.

Next term will begin Thi
Janvary 2nd. " ——

Send for catalogue.

S.KERR,
Principal

Nurray & Gregory, Ltd.
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BEAVER BOARD

A Pine Wood Fibre Wall . Board
which takes the place of lath and
plaster—made In panels. &ny size nup to
4 feet x 10 feer.

Write for prices and samples, and
remember that we manufacture

Art Glass and Mirrors

And always have a large stock of

ALL KINDS' OF. GLASS

signment.

lames S. McGivern,
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The Kristy Sileat - Salesman—
the Cases of Quality

Counter Show Cases
Wall Cases

Umbrella Cases .
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The Christie Wood-Working
oy ld.

TWO FACTORIES.

245 1-2 City Road, 68 to 86 Erin St

GUNNS

For quality in Bacons, Cooked Hams,
Smoked and Salted Meats, Pure Lard
and Compound. Cooking Olls and
Salad Dressing. Western Beef only
handled. All government inspected.

Phone, wire or mail your order.

GUNNS LIMITED

5 Mill st.
Tel. 42,

e i
A POSITION GUARANTEED

To_every student who emtere for
a course in Bhorthand or Book-
keeping.

QUARANTEE BACKED UP.

467MainSt  Phone Main 1670

AMERICA’S UNDETECTED CRIME.

—
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Clocks,

Our depleted stocks are being rapidly

replenished.

FERGUSON & PAGE,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers,

Jewelry, o
Silverware, etc

King Street
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in dry, damp, or dusty
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Looking for Efficiency in Belting

XXX Genuine
Balata
Belting

And Gives the Most 8atisfactory Results, whether used

GET OUR PRICE LIST

Always Good

places, or in the open.
FOR CROSS RUNNING

ST. JOH

T.McAVITY & SONS, LTp.

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES,
LEDGERS AND SHEETS

All Sizes and Patterns at

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willlam Street

BALATA

COMPLETE

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

~~MANUFAC TURERS OF—

Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather Belting @

BELTING

Lace Lealher and Belt Fasteners of Every Description

STOCK AT

64 Prince. William. St., Phone Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

ter nation being developed. During!
his tour of the world he had been im

pressed by the fact that in the Colo-
nies they were endeavoring to get

character Incorporated jnto scholas-
tie training just as much as mere
academic knowledge. In America the
gchool machinery.appeared to be per-
fect, but in looking for the results
outside he had been struck by the
awful state of crime in the great
«cities, particularly the enormous num-
ber of murders, only 2 per cent. of
which were ever detected and pun-
ished. Another result he noticed of
the lack of character training in Am-
erica was the tremendous number of
fires and railway accidents the great
majority of which were due to sheer
carelessness. He was nearly in three
rallway accidents while in the coun-
try, and if he weére a man of any
value he would never go to America
again (laughter.) There had been a
good meny meddlers like himself in
the question of late in this country.
As Sir lan Hamilton had recently
pointed out, the 20 millicns sterling
spent each year on education in Eng-
land had done nothing towards dére-
ating character. There was no partic-
ular line for the development of char-
acter lald down in our educational
system.

The gloomy prophecies that boys
would not make the personal sacrifi-
ces necessary if the Scout movement
were to be a success had been abun-
dantly disproved by experience. To-
day the numbep of lads who bad by
their own free will and energy and
initiative passed the Boy Scouts’ test
was enormous (applause.) Five hun-
dred cases had already

which Boy Scouts had saved life, of-
ten at great personal risk (cheers.)
Thé fact that the movement was be-
ing taken up by county councils and
experimenters . generally '8 great

5

———
THE J. R. CURRIE COMMERCIAL
INSTITUT
85 Union Street. Office
9; Ton s

and another. The O, A. C. has become a mighty educs-
| tional torce in the, farm life of this Province. ;

Ry

incentive to them to go on as they
were going, and they intended to get
into closer touch with the education
authorities and assist them as much
as they could (hear, hear.) From the
public schools they did not expect
much help, because tradition was
against the adoption of any novelty
like the Boy Scouts. Still, many of
the countiy schools were displaying
much enthusiasm for the movement.

T —
COULDN'T LET GO.

Two Irishmen employed in a fac-
tory in Maine were given a holiday
and went to enjoy themselves hunt-
ing. After walking through the woods
for some time one of them happened
to look up a pine tree and saw a
large catamount.

“Holy smokes, Pat, look at him,”
said Mike.

“Howld on, Mike, that's a Maltese,
I know where we can get four dollars
for him. I'l go up and chase him
down and you ketch him whem he
comes down,” sald Patrick.

Pat did so and coming down the
tree looking down and saw Mike and
the cat describing circles among the
leaves and dust. “What's the matter,
Mike, can’t you hang on to him?” he
asked.

“0, I con hang on to him all right,
but I can’t let go of him,” sald. Mike,
—From Norman E. Mack's National
Monthly.
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