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Mr*. Alien seemed a little taken back by this presen­

tation of the
“ Now, let me tell you, deer Mrs. Allen, that I think 

yon are making the mistake of yonr life, and one that 
yon will regret most bitterly later alopg. The trouble 
with Harry thia morning was that he had taken a pencil 
from his father’s coat, and did not return it when I asked 
for it. Taking the pencil was disobedience, not return­
ing it was defianc* His father wanted me to take it 
from him, and settle the matter; but I aaid : 'No; he 
must give it to me. I have told him to do so.' So for 
an hour and a half he sat on a chair with me beeide him.
All I did was to say in an even, firm tone. ‘Harry, give 
mamma the pencil !' At the end of that time, he handed 
the pencil over, threw his arms around my neck, burst 
into tears, and promised of his own account to be good.'
I shall not hav* any trouble with him for a long time 
again.' To be sure, he is but two years old, but he un­
derstate."

Mrs. Allen wee learning a few things.
"And, dear Mrs. Allen, believe me, they really under­

stand much earlier than one gives them credit for, if one 
onlynbtjces. And as to ‘breaking their spirit.* Oh, 
that is an SWftil thing to do ! Imagin* ! why, you are 
eyédicating all the determination ont of them. Don’t 

^/you know yon ought to thank God every day of your life
for the obstinacy in vour children ? Don’t you know If wt* knew a11 the circumstances, no doubt, we mould 
that that is what makes will power and determination . better understand the narrative. As it is we will do well 
later in life, if it be properly directed ?”

A light broke over Mrs Allen’s face. "That must 
have been what my Cousin Mary meant one dey. I for­
got to ask her Her mother wee complaining of the sec­
ond child as being so obstinate. ‘Now I never have the 
least trouble with Jack,’ Aunt Louise said; ‘he is very 
easy to manage. No matter what happens he gives in 
right away; but, as for Jennie, she is as obstinate as a 
male, when she takes a notion.’ ‘That’s just the trouble, 
mother,’ said Cousin Mary, with a worried expression on 
her face. ‘I’ve no fear about Jennie getting along in the 
world. Her obstinacy will carry her through But Jack 
troubles me a good deal. To be sure, he is only five 
now, but he is so easily governed that I fear for him. He 
will be easily led. Pray God he may learn to be firm as 
he grows older, or I fear there are bad days ahead of 
him.’ It struck me strangely at the time, bnt I think I 
see what she meant.”
3»
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the Kingdom of Christ shall be deteimined by our localEditor, J. W. Brown.

All communications for this department should be organizations. TH^efficiency of the body as н whole re- 
j; w. Brown, Havelock, N. B., and mnet be ,„ltl from thc ,tr, (h and ,ympath(.ti, „„operation of 

lohU hand, a, .«at on, week before the date of public | partica|ar m‘mbtrl. V(£ loc„ Vn,Lr., ho.d
the commanding position. Your energy must supply 
the vital element to the institution. Your deeds most 
form the1 substance of our story to be incorporated among 

Monday, Feb 3 —Romans 5. Source of the best peace the annals of the Kingdom. Rjcouragiug intimations as 
(vs. 1) Compare II Cor. 5 : 18. to the work being undertaken are coming to us from
.JZlfùL Z,b 1 6 . FrM of God “ юте of yon. These lead to the anticipation that this

Wedueadiv” He3h. 5 -Romans0?.“ The law of sin and уаг'а chapter of our history will minister to optimism 
the law of Сені ( vs 25) Compare Rom. 8 : 2. when again we meet in annnal conclave But. fellow-

Thunday, Feb. 6 —Romans 8 : 1-17. Who are the workers, fail not to push that which has been well began 
sons of °od ? (vs. ,4.) Compare Gal. 3 : 26 towarda . aali,flc,ory circumstances ate prone to

Friday, Feb. 7.-Romans 8 : 18 39 "Who shall . , , ,,
separate us from the love of Christ ?" (vs 35). Compare arise whlch make for lhc dpplog of our endeavors in the 
Rom 8 : 38, 39 bud. Faces set as a flint towards aqpompUshment are,
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Daily Bible Readings.

У

у, Feb. 8 —Romans 9 God's mercy behind therefore, urgently demanded. By indomitable energy 
iou (vs. 16). Compare Eph. 2 : 8. and resolute application make straight and steadily for
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our salvat

the goal. ,
Since we have as an organization entered upon the 

serious business of making history, let me remind you of 
the importance of keeping a strict record of your doings. 
Snch will greatly help to give continuity and permanence 
to yotir local work ; and as well will it greatly facilitate 

to be moderate In onr rebuke of M.rtha, snd prstse of ,he prepsrstton of yonr ststlstlcsl report for the snnnsl 
Msry. Though Jesus did rebuke Mirth, snd commend meeting of the gener.l Union
M.ry, surely he did not therefore teach th.t it w.s terest end vslue both to yourselves end to those who 
wrong to serve, bat right to spend sll one’s time in bear- may follow you lo knoe who (dAllfied with yonr 
ingonly. A careful reading of Mali. 25 : 31-46 will give .oclety ; who served yon as officers and when; whose

names were, by the grace of God, transferred from the 
Associate to the Active membership ; what studies were 

ing too much time in minor things. Vet it should not pg„ued end under .hose ieeder.hlp end whet other 
be thought that the busy Martha had been Indifferent el- lln„ ol work ^ ,dopted . wb.t public meetings held 
wtiya to the words of Jeans. That she bed given heed to ,nd lhe nalart ol lh, p,wb„ the offerings 
his words sometime, is seen in her convers*(l«j^ewilh ln,de ,nd |or „bat риг|„„, ,nd whlt nature of 
Him when He came to. raise her brother. John 11:23 27. your entertainments that thoae coming after may be 
She seems to have understood Jesns shout as well a. w.rntd or encour.«|,l by your «ample in this peculiar 
МагУ- ly delicate matter.

The one thing needful for Martha and Mery, is onr j m,|d ,1k, ,.ge advent.# of thia opportanlty lo im- 
need. It Is the need of the whole body of believers, bat pree. upon yon the importance of preparing faithfully 
especially the great need of onr Young People There a„d forwarding promptly your yearly report lo the 
is much work being done, bnt very llhle real atndy ol Maritime Union. At the proper time ataltatlcel carde

Prayer Meeting Topic—February 2.
Mary ; or, Choosing the Better Pert. Luke io : 38 42.

It will he of much iu-

Jeeua’ view of serving.
It seems safe, however, to say that Marfha was spend­

ers nodded, and then replied, eagerly :
T- then their tastes. Mrs. Allen ! These should be 
ted, or how can the children learn to form jodg- 

From the time I can remember, my mother al- 
k~me with her to bny my clothes, and, selecting 

two or three pieces suitable in kind, price, and color, 
allowed me to choose one for myself. She also gs 
a choice aa to what I should put on, explaining why any­
thing I selected was unsuitable. We never ‘fussed’ at 
home about anything, and we were all very close to 
mother.”

There was a little silence, and then Mrs. Allen said, 
with a little quaver in her voice :

“ I hope that after this my children, too, will become 
'close to mother,’ ” and she went away without another 
word, while Mrs. Travers lay back again in her chair, 
her fabe illuminated with a tender emlle.—Emma 
Churchman Hewitt, in Christian Work.

the World of God. We seem to lack desire for the word. „щ be sent out to you for infilling snd with your own 
The most difficult work to sustain ie Bible atndy. But Secretary’* record before you (t will mean but a few 
the Marys have always lived and always will. minutes’ work to accomplish what we ask. Your failure

“ Be ours the bliss to sit,
Waiting at Jesus’ feet—

The twain in one;
Whetheeswe hear, or do,
With patient heart and true 
To toil and

in this matter shall mean weakness to yourselves and the 
discouragement of all. Fnthermore yon should make. If 
neceeeary, a strenuous effort to have your Society repre­
sented at the annual gathering. There is infonnation 
and Inspiration to be had at such meetings which your 
Society cannot afford to тім. And lastly, p’eese do not 
fail to provide the Maritime organization with the rinewa 
of war in the’shape of a gqpd big money offering, And 
the eooner your offering is in the possession of ‘the 
Treasurer the better and more useful that offering will 
be. Kindly take the hint and then take the collection.

Port Maitland, Ny S.

listen, too, 
To him alone.”

Halifax, N. S. G. W. SCHURMAK.
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Л Л Л lust a Word.
BY RKV. W. J. RUTLBDGB, SBC*Y.-TRBAS. OF MARITIME 

UNIONS.
The Unsaid Part of Excuse- ,

Paul says sinners ” are without excuse.’’ Jesus tells 
ns in the parable of the great supper that they “ all with 
one consent began to make excuse.” There seems to be 
bnt ” one conaent” amongst excuse makers now, as the 
same excuses are need to-dmy as in centuries gone by. 
But all excuse-makers leave ranch unsaid when they are 
trying to get ont of serving God. If the whole truth were 
told by them, they would not appear in an enviable or 
commendable light. Are exenae-mekers untruthful f 
Generally speaking, yes. In excuse* " more is meant 
than meete the ear;" and in the illnetretions that follow 
what Is really said ia Italicised, while all they should 
have said to be truthfnl Is In parenthesis. The occasion 
of each excuse will be recognized. The following will 
serve as Illustrations

/. ” I never go out st sight" (except to bells, parties, 
theaters, clnbe, concerts, sociables, weddings or some­
thing that will give me more pleeanre then a Sunday 
night’s service or e prayer-meeting).

a. " 1 een’t sing a note" (except in the parlor and at 
concerte and entertainments of varions sorts. At snch 
pieces as these I sing very well).

3 I am too poor to give" (unleae It be to beautify my 
■l^home.^mrcheee some luxury or pleasure, or add In some 

way to creature comfort or that of my friends who do not 
need my handsome ànd expensive presents).

4. " I do not have the time" (I need .it all to myself. 
My social and Ьпвіпем matters so take np my time, along 
with what I spend idly, that I have none left for church 

j- matters).
J 5. "

i. In general : Through onr advancing recognition 
of the increasing demands for an intelligent, spiritual 
and disciplined churchmembership the institution known Illustrative Gatherings,
as the Young People's Union has become a positive SBLBCTKD by sophib bronson TiTTBRiN^yfON
necessity to n. and is being accorded a deservedly per- It „ lo m clearly one or two thin((8 in llfe ,ban
manent place among onr churches. The atage in its to,love confnled and winded |n thc d„,t o( an impotent 
history, when the Shakea>rean qneatlon " To he or not ^tivtty-Hamilton W. Mabie.
to be" might have been («ken aa defining onr attitude , , ,, ,...... 1 ,i iFi—, „ , / " I dare no more fret, ’ said John Wealey, "than 'o-toward the organization, ш been happily passed through ,
and, under the ..re- of tie la. of demand, now exalt ,СаИЄ and *”"• °,П‘” Г Г ™ ,
the institution to it. throve of service by th, .Id, of onr him 1°--4filed 0r fret,al in h,‘ Шс WM ,y

we msy expect It to be held In that respect, to be clothed і . „ e , , ,, , ... ,
with that dlgnltv and to be given that vital loyalty V-S»*""- By the:grace of God I am d .contented a 
which we reverently accord to the essential and the 1 “ God eittlng ОП thc ,hroot *nd raliBg s11
Providential. ’Ти» true that the Union constitution * ПК8‘
1. not yet <fdomed by all our yonng people’s The true, wakeful life i. a thing of intensity and depth. 
Societies, bnWlhe purpose. specified th,rein H carries everahost with It the air of calm and t.n.tfnl 
are being more o^^eau systematically pursued by theae dlgnil(r, of lizard 
societies a ia, therefore, In onr judgment, only a mat- not «"Relic but not excited; soeedy in It. do­
ter of time before varfcty give, way to uniformity ol or- ln*e hnt not h*,ty ; Prud'at bat DOt Uraid or «ointe
gsnizstion—в con.nfBm.tlon to be devontly desired for *nd ,Mr>M bul not r,,hl «obtrusive and sometime., it 
moat ohvioui reasons. The Union Conslilutlon is wide т1У4с silent, yet making alt around to feel ill influence;

full of joy and peace, yet without pars de or noise; over-
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power and greatness. It is fervent bnt

enough in its scope and elastic enough in its workings to 
allow the local society the utmost freedom In meeting It. flowlcK in <"d"neM »nd lb« tlmc

faithful and true.—H. Bonar. _______peculiar requirements. Bnt meantime we shall rejoice 
in the unity of purpose and endeavor so increasingly evi­
dent among us »nd which binds ns together in loyalty to 
the essential spirit of the Young People’s Movement. It 
may again be said that onr local socletiea, whatever their 
form of organization, are equally recognized in the Con- 
stitntion of the Maritime Union, are equally entitled to 
its privileges and are equally responsible for its support. 
Indeed the Maritime organization is necessitated by and 
ever dependent upon the local aocietiee. Through the 
latter the former lives snd moves and has its being. 
They must furnish the working dsta of the general 
Union.

ЛЛ
We must buy and sell in the market/ We must earn onr 

daily bread,
Bnt just in doing these usual nets may the sonl be help­

ed and fen.
I Us not in keeping the day’s work and the day’s prayer 

X, separate so, 
or by mixing the

Sl
I was too sick” (to go to church, but quite well 

enough to make a viait, receive company, go to the store 
or office or to the opera).

6. " I didn’t have anything to wear” (but my nice 
dreM, or suit, which I keep to receive company in or to 
wear ont at teaa and sociables, and of conree I conld not 
wear a party drees or full dreM suit to church).

It is not hard to discover the free nee of snch excuses. 
All Christian workers come athwart inch quite frequent­
ly, bnt the whole truth Is rarely told when euch excuses 
•re rendered. John does not exactly call nemee, but he 
telle juet wbst euch people do. See i John i : 6.—Sel.

prayer and labor that the soul is 

—S. P. Smith, D. D.
taught to grow.

Л Л Л
Beloved, let us love so well, -

-Our work shall still be better for onr love, ' 
And still onr love be sweeter for onr work !\ 
And both commended for the мке of esch 
By all true workers and true lovers born.

—Mrs. Browning.

Therefore :
a. In Particular : The record which the Maritime B. 

Y. P. Union will make in connection with the work of
?


