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temporal have been enjoyed by our churches during
the past year, in some churches seasons of special
spiritual grace have been enjoyed and there have
been considerable additions to their membership.
But we greatly fear that if all the facts relating to
the spiritual life of all our churches could be pre-
sented, there would be seen to be great reason for
humiliation and heart-searching inquiry as to the
reasons why larger blessings have not heen receiv-
ed. In going up tothe Convention there should
rest upon all a deep semse of respounsibility in re-
spect to the things committed to our hands, and a
profoundly earnest and prayerful desire to obtain
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The Convention.

Our Maritime Baptist Convention, meets this
week in its sixty-sixth annual session in Moncton.
The place is central and easily accessible from all
points, and a large and representative attendance of
delegates from the churches is accordingly to be ex-
pected. No doubt but that our Moncton friends
will do their part well in entertaining the Conven-
tion, and considering the largeness of the task
which is involved‘in this undertaking, it is to be
hoped that all who attend will give courteous con-
sideration to all requests and regulations of the en-
tertaining church in order that their endeavor to
provide for thecomfort of their numerous guests
may not be made unnecessarily difficult,

It is to be earnestly hoped and prayed for that a
spirit of good-will and hearty Christian fellowship
may pervade the meetings and that large spiritual
blessings may be received. So far as we know,
there are no burning questions to be discussed.
There is, we understand, “likely to be some con-
sideration of the Young People’s work in its relation
to our churches and to the Convention, which may
or may not lead to some important changes. Apart
from this, there will be the customary discussion of
our demominational work in the departments of
Missions and Education, with other matters in the
line of ordinary routine. In accordance with the
unwritten law of alternation, the Educational work
will this year have precedence in order of time, and
the report of the Board of Governors of Acadia
University will afford the principal subject for con-
sideration on Saturday, with a public meeting in
the interests of Education in the evening. On
Monday the Home Mission work will come under
review, and on Tuesday the report of the Board of
Foreign Missions will receive . consideration. In
connection with all of these interests it is to be an-
ticipated that the reports will show that the work
in these different departments has been prosecuted
during the past year with an encouraging measure
The reports which, during the summer,
have reached the public in reference to our educa
tional institutions st Wolfville indicate a year of
faithful effort, carnest endeavor to make the most of
present conditions and opportunities and a hopeful
outlook for the future. The same may doubtiess be
said in respect to the mission work both at home and
abroad. In none of these departments Kuve the op
portunities for service been exhausted, but now, as
in the past, doors stand opened o most invitiog
fields of effort if only the means were at hand to
send forth the laborers to sow or to reap in these
fields of promise., Every year ought to reveal a
decpening interest on the part of our people in the
several departments of the work committed to us as
a denomination and an enlarging expression of the
spirit of benevolence in support of that work. Dur
ing the past year the business of the country has
been generally good, the industries of the land have
flourished and the public revenues have been large
ly augmented: Ought we not therefore, to expect
a substantial increase in those revenues which go to
promote the Kingdom of our Lord ? From what
we can learn, however, the reports of our denomina-
tional treasurers are not likely to show that in our
contributions to missions and other benevolent work
there has been any material increase over those of
last year. We have probably done little if any more
than to keep abreast with the past in this respect.
There is also the question as_to the ‘spiritual condi-
tion of our churches——a question of fund tal im-

of success

that guid and blessing from above, without
which all that we may do or plan will lead to no
great result. Those who attend the Convention
from east and west, from north and south will meet
as the rep ivuofl, le who are one in
their g 1 beliefs, their i ts and purposes,
Muy tbey m:«lve nnd carry back to their several
ch an t blessing. The Convention
should serve to unite us in stronger bonds of
brotherhood and to inspire us for larger undertak-
ings and more successful service. If we shall as a
people unitedly and in faith attempt great things
for God, we shall not fail to receive great things at
His hand.

R
Vice-President Roosevelt on the Bible

It is for any country an indication of vital nation-
al strength, greatly sigrificant as to its future wel-
fare, if the men who occupy its high places of in-
fluence and government are reverent believers in the
Bible as the Book of books. It is gratifying to note
that the pervading Christianity of the United States
still finds expression in the Christian character of
the men who are called to occupy the offices of Presi-
dent and Vice-president in the great Republic;
men who are willing to give expression to their per-
sonal belief in the religion of the Bible and their
profound interest in the work of the Ki-gdom of
Christ, as Ex-president Harrison, President Mc-
Kinley and Vice-president Roosevelt did in connec-
tion with the Ecumenical Missionary Congress last
year in New York., Worthy of note in this connec-
tion is an address delivered recently by Vice-presi-
dent Roosevelt before the American Bible Society.
The subject of Mr. Roosevelt's address was The
Bible and Character. He spoke of the incalculable
influence of the Bible upon all the life, thought and
activity of the nation—its teachings so interwoven
with all the nations life as to make it literally im-
possible to imagine what that life would be if the
teachings were removed. It would mean the loss of
almost all the standards by which public and private
morals are now judged and which are the objects of
the nation’'s moral aspirations. * Almost every
man,"” said Mr. Roosevelt, '* who has by his- life-
work added to the sum of human achievement of
which the race is proud, almost every such man has
based his life-work largely npon the teachings of
the Bible.”" As an instance of a great man pro-
foundly influenced by Bible teaching, reference was
made to Abraham Lincoln, ' sad, patient, kindly
Lincoln who, after bearing upon his weary shoulders
for four years a greater burden than that borne by
any man of the nineteenth century, laid down his
life for the people whom living he had served so
well bullt up his entire reading on his early study
of the Bible. He mastered it mastered
it 80 that he became slmost ' & man of one book,’
who knew that book and who instinctively put in
practice what he had been taught thereln '’

Mr. Roosevelt spoke of the national school system
and of the inestimable value to the nation of popular
education, but he emphasized the consideration that
true education means vastly more than the training
of the physical and intellectual faculties. It must
dim at ch ! for " ch ter is in the long run
the dfisive !u:tot in the life of Individusls and of
nations alike,”’ and the grest text book for character
building is the Bible. '‘ It 48 & good thing to be
clever, to be able and smart ; but it is a better thing
to have the qualities that find their expression in
the Decalogue ‘and the Golden Rule.” There is

ded an education that shall cultivate, not merely

portance. 'What will the report on the State of the
Denomination have to show? There is probably no
report which comes before our Convention, which is
worthy of more careful preparation and more prayer-
ful ids Many blessings, spiritual and

tion

an intellectpal acuteness, but honesty and a moral
courage that dares to be honest under all conditions.
There is no room in a healthy community for
either the knave, the fool, the weakling or the
coward,

sins inst the ht, On the contrary, in the
Bible, ng that as a you will find that be-
cause much has been mtoyonumchwmbeex-

E::cd you ; a heavier condemnation has
visited upoa the nble man who goes wrong
than upon his weaker brother who cannot do the
harm that the other does because it is not in him to

do lt
moral infl of the Bible,
thon h ofconm infinitely the most important, is
e only power it has for food In addition
there is the unceasing influence it exerts on the side
or.ood taste, of good literature, of sense of
proportion, of simple and utnlf writing
and thinkin This is not a small matter in an age
when there ﬂ a tendency to read much that even if
not actually harmful on moral Jmndo is yet in-
jurious, because it lr- slovenly
thou bt and work ; not ﬂu kind of serious thought,
Moa. which we like to see in any-
thln that goes into the fiber of our
he Bible does not teach us to shrink difficulties,
but to overcome them. That is a lesson that each
one of us who has children is bound in homor to
teach these children if he or she expects to see them
become fitted to play the part of men and women in
our world. What {a true affection for a boy ? To
bring him up so that nothing rough ever touches
Jim, and at twenty-one turn him out into the world
with a moral nature that turns black and blue in
?ut bruises nt the least shock from any one of the
of evil with which he is bound to come in
contact ? Is that kindness? Indeed, it is not.
Bring up your boys with both love and whdom and
turn them out as men, strong limbed, clear eyed
stout hearted, clean minded, nble to hold their own
in this great world of work and strife and ceaseless
effort.

‘ If we read the Bible aright, we read a book
which teaches us to go forth and do the work of the
Lord ; to do the work of the Lord in the world as we
find it ; to try to make things better in this world,
even if only a little better, becauge we have lived in
it. That kind of work can be done only by the man
who is neither a weakling nor a coward ; by the
man who in the fullest sense ofzthe word i8 a true
Christian, like Great Heart, nyan’s hero. We
plead for a closer and wider and dee Fcr study of the
Bible, so that our people may be fn fact as wellas in
theory doers of the word and not hearers only.’ "’

s B
Editorial Notes.

—The days when the rack and the stake could be con-
scientionsly employed in the service of the cause of truth
are, let us hope, forever of the past. But a reminiscent
flavor of those days still lingers in the hearts of many
good people who are ready to demounce as enemies of
good and traitors to the truth all who cannot believe and
teach on certain subjects as they themselves do., The
fourteenth chapter of Romans has lessons for this present
generation as well as for those which are past.

—F and p will i
bat human ability has its limits, and, as the Watchman
wisely says, ** it is a great part of wisdom to recognize
the inevitable, to discern the limit beyond which it is
useless to struggle and contend. The timid man thinks
that he has reached that limit before it is really in sight.
The foolhardy man cannot see the llmit when he is
pinmp against it. The timid man is always saving that
there are lions in the way. The foolhardy man persists
in ramming hls head against a stone wall.”

~—The North China Herald, which is the leading Raog-
lish paper published in China, and its judgment, as the
Independent says, more valuable than that of a multi-
tude of prejudiced detractors of mission work, is quoted
as follows : "rhepodmkmthbdngdondlm
China by missi
-ndptohuou.ndthm vllodm themselves to
such periodicals as the Wan Kwok Kung Paois not re-
warded by the grant of C. M. G.'sor C. B.s, or by
recognition of any kind from kings or governments, but
it does the work just the same. The transformation of
Chine which is coming on gradually is the work of these
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men,"
AmupoMutlnnmhxp-w comiplains bitterly
that the dations fu 4‘,'0‘, . on cer-

tain Lraine on the I. C. R, are not firsx class, This might
well open the question, why is it that, in the travelling

of the p day, the men who amoke
wndnhmummm-u who travel on
land or sea. If one wants & place to sleep on a rallway
train he is charged extra for it, and & good round price
too, but the smoker enters the first class car, pre€mpts o
seat by depositing his grip and his ovegooat upon it, then
goes to the smoking car where he probably remains for
most of the journey, paying nothing for the extra accom-
modation bowever lnxurions it may be. And so pam.
pered has he become through privilege that if the ap-
pointments of his extre car do not come up to his idess,
he feels 8o keen & sense of injury that his soul
can find rellef in nothing short of u public protest—vai-
'd,"u.uuu

As the estesmued smoker s in
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