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of belief in all that binds
‘q, or is falt to be within
.vl-lﬁuhhoh-d or com-
mand, Thers oan be no compact of
M-wchudlpuu-

'bd we hn “written bears very
directly upon sny question of wnios
between denominations. The fanda-
mental question must ever be whether
they can unite and not prove recreant
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wdmueod sod loyalty te trath
and No truth comisg

staanchest

‘whetber it be by state or eeclosiastical

post, snd, if the material . of which
martyms are made has not ceased Lo
exist, would do eo_ again, were the
nosd. Lo srise.
Neithor do we belicve their glory-
ing in this principle to be vain. Our
charches may be s little over semsi-
huﬂhpdﬂ.u‘ n‘nlqtlvm
[ i But the principle, in
hh‘lhncaphn.hu excellent
. one. It belps to make men intelli-
gontin their beliefs, it develops deep
sonviotions ia matters of faith and |
practice. it sssists to make christians |

stasnch snd loysl ’
g There ure some, wever, who
* think our independence is peril

our uaity as s denominstion. They

" peint 1o other bodies where saperior
woclesiastical power comes in Lo set-

_tle disputes in churches, and regre.
the sbsence of any sueh means among

© =8 to compel peace.

B It is more than doubtful, however,

if any wuaity secured by extermal
pressure of authority is of real worth.
¢ Is is like the unity of the staves of.
the barrel, kept together by the
boops. There is no gain instrength.
What is nesded is the unity of the
tree, where clasps fibre by virtue
of sa inser of cohesion.
Bat the question still remains, Low
osn (emominational unily be scoured
Jand the iadependence of the churches
be left intiot ?
To get 1o the bottom of this ques-
tion, we must start with the i divid-
ual; for the independence [ the
ehurcbes is but the outcome . that
of the individaal. Uponwh . ‘len,
is the independénse of es't wan
based? ls it ot upon his s .. ine
obligatien to God and his ow.:
scienco? He feels by an instinct,
the deepest and holiest, that he must
be left free to obey God, and follow
his own consgience. Should man or
sogel thrast himself ia between him-
3 seif and these, and seek %0 compel
b him to be disloyal or disobedient to
either, he knows, with an -assurance
which cannot be inoreased, that the
iStruder must be thrust aside. In
\ sub jéetion Lo God and his conscience
be is to sast off all lower and con-
tlicting bondage, thus becoming their
freedman
» Yo the relation in which a man
- stands to 3 church, where his duty
10 God sad loyalty to his truth and
his own consoience arc at stake, no
compulsion can be exercised. The
space between himself, his conscience
sud his God, must . be left unoocus.|
pied. He will be as foolish as he is
vain, if he does not aecept instruc-
don 8 0 vth and daty, but
po power is to foist upen bim a be-
lief or practice involving these two,
and B%ek it by o “shou shalt.” Much
fess, if this were possible, can & man
force his own belief upon the chureh;
for this would be as mach a violation
of the righs of the ohureh, as it
weuid be of bis, for the ochurch o
F’ ber ideas upon bim.

How, then, can the unity of the
wharsh be preserved, snd the inde
pemdence of the individusl not sscri-
Sond? This is evideatly not s case
for majorities 1 rule. The only wiy
@ in_each member of the chareh pre-
serving the same ideas of trath and
doty. i, by the freest exercise of
thought » man comes Lo conclusions
‘“ to what a chureh thinke ob.
figatory upou its members, he has no
Fescares but 1o keep or plase himself
outside bev pale,

Just w8 the individaal mnll. be lefu
0 set out Bis bwn beliefs and ideas
~ ‘m-,”""- all bat moral in

s fluences, 80 must each charch enjoy

the same right in relerence w the de
pomiastion of which it forms a pary.
‘7"' for: churches ta pre-

the independence, which su

'—. “’Dl)od sod  their own

oub-

Baptists have ever been the
. Theirs
bss been Lbe sternest protest agsinst
oll dominstion over the church,

. sathority, or Pope. o resist this
they have given up their lives in the

from the mind snd beart of God can
be Jeft in abeysnoe or ignored, No
practice which is believed to bavethe
stamp of his ordering, can be aban-
doned. If there can be union, and all | ness
foel that théy ean look wp to Ged
with bled eye, in the i
ness that they have treated his truth
s snored, and bave paid more defer-
enee 1o his slightest whisper than to
the loudest oall of expediency, it is
well ; let it come, the sooner the bet-
ter. If, however, to unite mesns to
agroe to be silent gn oertain parts of
what we believe God bas taught and
enjoined, then let us wait uatil by
the clear shining of truth into all
minds and hearts, we are brought to
the mnity of the faith. ' That this day
may be hastened must bs the prayer

Lord’s last petition.
Just in the line of the remark of
this article isan evidence of the sub-
stanisl trath of our beliefs as & de-

though we are, our bedy is o P

live near or far, 'or whethor ap insti-
tation has its looation in one place or
another within our Convention limits,
it matters Jittle to them, so long e
it is striving for the glory of the Re-
deomer, snd the salvation of lost
men. We hepe

tide of brotherly love flowing back

ing lines, a8 they recognise the one

Baviour. Just give this matter a very
little thought, carry it o Gud in
prayer, snd theo aek the question :
Shall I help the Mzssmmaxs ixp
Visrrox to the widest influence, or
shall I seok $0 limit the sphere of its

what the desision will be.

this question. Unless it assumes
groater importance, that we ocsn see
in it pt present, it will be the last.

of all who are in sympathy with our|jy appears that the whole number of
communiosnts at the foreign stations
of the six leading denominations of
America, and the amounts raised by
them for foreign missions last year,
are_as follows :

[ ahe

sion Board. W and

‘wle your ulr-. the oash, for
M lup Adiress,
W.J. Srawasr, Portland, ¥. B.
The responses to the appesls on
behalf of Foreign Missions, made in
our editorial columns, and by Bro.
Stewart, are cheering. One brother
desires to be put on the $50 roll and
others are sending in smaller amounts.
Brother Stewart's own churoh has
done nobly, as the subjoined list
shows. Bo has the Sanday Sghool
at Wolville and some other hes
as can be seen ' by the scknowledg-
ments of the Foreign Mission ' Treas-
larer. Bend on your pledges and
your money, brethren, It is all the
better beoause thess special donations
are 2ot to lessen the general ocontri-
butions te the Oonvention Fand,
whiob is under very beavy demand
for all our desominational work,
OCONTRIBUTORS .

st Chureh. 1)

s00n to see swoh o

t forever all seperat-

ness in Taith, aim, hope, labor, snd

usefulness, and we have mo doubt P°""C“"
This is the fiest we have mid on ¥ w;sur pdu .
A". : 'wart, Portian

C.W. Bculdcn. Yu’nnnth
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W. J. Gates, Truro,

For the lu-‘u aad Visitor.
The Commnunion Question

BY N.H. B,

Nome of the distinguishing fes-
tures of our Bapuist faith so exoites |5
the antipathy of our Pedo-baptist
brethren, or ealls forth such severe

OOMPARATIVE SUCCRSS IN MIBSIONS.
From a statement in the Examiner

this ground he was baptised.

The Episcopalisn rests his bap-
tism on the theory that' lbcbodyol
the priest furnishes the

Ohrist’s spiritusl - chufoh,” and om |/

|
L
i

not see the kingdem of God,” must
be bletted out of the Bible.

through which the Divine Effluence
passes, with the eonseorated drops,
upon the soul of the babe, trans-
forming him into a ohild of God.
The rite is iteell the instrument
through which the mew birth is
effected.

Now these dootrines eannot all be
true. Two of them must necessarily
be false, yet we are ealled upon to
sanotion them all.

In the osse of the Roman Oatho-
lics, we 1o nsked %o sanctien not
only the theory that the water and
the words used afford the vohhlo

for pardoning and

Tor the and Viatber.

.

BY NOVA 800TIA.

went out—lived—before our eyes, to
whom we expressed our heart's desire,
and who responded in scoemts of
filial sffestion.

But our Isase left, not long sines,
his parental sbode and went to 8

of kin, and took unato bimself &
—s goodly command, this. ne
dares,and we,loast of dl,'hl.lo deay.

graoce,—na theory which diﬂoru tron
the Bpisoopalian in providiag a" dif-
ferent ohanoel, though agreeing in
regard to the supernatural efficacy of
the rite iteelf ; and from the Presby-
terisn snd the Methodist, in that
these docllu the babe already m
d, the one
faith, and un other in lu,unl birth,
while the baptismal rite simply sig-

od ints as firm & unity as any that
have had the bagds of ecclesiasticism
sround them. In the utmost free-
dom of thought, with no mould of au-
thoritative creed to shape our beliefs
into a single forng two million and a
half of Baptists on this continent have
come to essentially the same oonclu-
sions, and have almost all embodied
their beliefs in'one of three or four
statements nearly identical. None
will doubt but that these deserve to
be treated with deferential respect.

ARE THESE THINGS 501

\

matter: The oconsolidation of the
papers was a pecessity,as all unbisssed
minds musi admit, and a single pa-
per could not be paublished in two
provinoes. If ome province has a
right to resent the publication of the
paper in the other,s0 would that
other, were it mot published afongy
themselves. Maust, then, all the ob-
vious benefits of ‘a single paper, in
consolidating our people and making |-
them stronger and broader souled, be
abandoned, biecause neither province | M

This is about all involved, as the loss
of the editor need not trouble any (b
oné much.

We ask, how many would know it

than the otker, were they not told'?|w
Would it be better fitted o benefit
N. 8. Baptists by being mailed from | o
a N. 8, Post Office ?
ent reason why any should ‘refusé to | d
help it do its mission in their own|B
families and in those of their neigh-|®
bers, that it comes § few miles further

fied at the judgment seat of Christ,|®

good,on sach grounds as these?
Men read Bibles published on the

them as goed as thpse published where

If & newspaper is good, why let.any-
thing #lse than its own quality affect|®
our sttitude toward it? If the paper|©
is ot strong fer the truth, if it is not
pure and sweet, if it does not seek to
swrouse in the young noble thoughts
and aims, and hel’# on the work of
God towards the ends of the earth,
and souls towsid heaven, then seek
10 lessen its influence, and may God
bless you in it. Bat if it is_sirivin

with all its might with these high pur. | ¥
poses in view, then for the sake of the

band, aud do not instil suspicion and
distrust, which means the loss of
power to make men better and heaven
fuller. A Lo

broad souled brethrea and sisters 1
these provinces.
fow, we beltove, who feel keenly on
this subjest, besadse they have not

.—.ﬁ-uqnm.ud-uubuup

—

verts at their foreign stations by
84,519,-than all these five denomina-
tions put together, although they.
give but asbont one sixth of the
money.

ditioos daring the year and the am-
ount which each convert cost each-of

given by Ameriean Baptists is as
mauch blessed to the salvation of the
lost ag lix given by ‘these elber de-

for the suoocess he has given teo our
foreign mission work ?
to stimulate us to the largest giving ?

sending & donation to our Foreign

can endure the loss of a printing|*ponse t& your touching appeal, 1
press and two or three compositors ? | enclose & “special” which is all the
whole dollars I can jast now put my

stead, it would go just-as cheerfally.”
He also adds the following, which
was published ia one province rathe er | speaks for itself :

startling, snd every christian reader

Is ita nuﬁcl special oontribution of at least one

joy.”
in the mail bags? Can any be justi | doné.

in soeking to lessen Its influence for | thiusand Maritime Baptists but oould
respond 1o this call at once.
who read these lines carry this mis-
other side of the ocean, and think |sion matter to the Lord in prayer,
then help the same Lord. answer the
they can hear the rumble of the press. | prayer,
sending to the treasarer a large or

misions are responding to the’ ocall.
Praise the Lord for putting sueh

Note the following, which, although

that Imtollwmh:
work it longs to do, give it a helping {‘ ur romarks io the MESSENGER AAD

comply with your
by this one dollar, as thl ia all 1caa give
ot thig time. 1 only wish [ could make
it firey,

in wri i put ig ink she bearts of many mie of
Bus in writing all this, we ‘foel we | P 1t L RO N s e
owe an apology to our true-hearted, | grcat suooess. Yours,

Ouatside of & very (staiomentthat I aade last week in
I.h ‘Hunlan and Visiror. Five

given it the thoughs needed 10 see ite | months

,\- r.u saimadversious, as do our d
e | T ™R -.am ‘ and practiee in respect of the Lord’s
inn W  svmis|supper, Ia this matter there is
Presbyterian 15801 30830 goaroely one of our brethren of other
uvmt‘mm g !l.mm: oburches who does not look upon us as

narrow-minded,exclusive,and bigoted,
not to say, unchristian. This attitade
finds-expression in private life as
well as in the religiows press ; and it
is worth while seriously to consider
whether they have any grounds for
cherishing this epinion. To do so

quires & carefal of the
oonoessions demanded of us, before
we reach the ‘‘breadth of view,” and
freedom of action, they themselves

American Baptists have more coo-

The following table shows the ad-

he denominations named :
Addedduring  Average-cost

Dener uul-.. the Por convert., : A
Shall wé say a word more oa the | cony - :1' ':m.u profess toenjoy, and to which they
question of the location of the Mzs- | foieon Mw"m o w303 | exultingly call us.
SEXGKR AND VisiTon? ‘We may be| Prasiorian st mis| With fow exceptions they all,
wrong, bat we see mo reasom to| ° o 707 average costass.on | #9Ually with ourselves, lnsles wpon
herald jeremiads abroad over this|®*Pt* nas o« * - 3108| baptism as the first step in the life

Itthus sppears that ome dollar|of the young disciple, and therefore
of necessity, a’pre-requisite to ad-
mission to the Lord’s table. What
they really demand is, therefore, that
we give the most solemn of sanctions
to the acts which they designate
christian baptism. But something
more is involved than a sanction of
the validity of the acts performed.
—— These, in themselves, apart from the
—Bro. W.J. Gates, of Truro, n|principles which underlie them snd
the dootrines they represent, are
mere empty forms. The principles
ihen, in which the rite of infant bap
ism is based, -are the things for
which oar sanction is demanded i
What is this mess of potiage for
which we are asked to surrender our
birthright, the priceless heritage of &
pure church, Christ's body made up

omiaations. s
Have we not rearon to thank God

Ouaght it not

fission tréasury, writes: “In re.

andson. I wish it was $100 in-

“ The anvounoe-
nent of an empty treasury is indeed |of professing believer's only, of dis
eiples who have denied themselves,
taken up their oross, and followed
Him?

.
Let us imagioe, for instance,

f the tast should at -omee remit o
If so, how soon would the four
earts of these noble workers abroad
ud the Board at home, “sing for
Sarely this can sad should be
There are not many tras lov
rs of the Master among the forty

ollar,
prolessing christians, a Presbyterian,
s Methodjst, an Episcopalian, and «
Roman (“uhuho, a8 presenting them
solves for admiwsion to the Lord's
table, at & communion season in nay
Baptist ohurch. The churches they
represent are brand together by the
common bond of infunt baptism,
they recoguise each other's baptism
as valid, and they are united in op-
position to our basis principle,—thke
spiritaality of the ohurch; but the
mall sum #s may be in their hearts | pringiples on which they are built are
r pockess or bavks. as wille ssunder as the polls,

S The Presbylerian rests his bap-
Our Miscionarv Appoal- tism on the theory that Divine grace
flows in the line of hereditary des-
cent. “We have Abrahmn to our
father,” say they, and in the ocove.
nsnt of circumcition- we find the
perpetaal charter of our ochurch,
Because the child of a Jew is of
necessity & Jew, and a member of
the Jewish church from the mom-
enfof his birth, therefore the child
of a christian is of necessity s ohris-
tian, and a member of the christian’
ohurch from the moment of his birth,
In other words, because a person is
a Jew if his parents are Jews, there-
fore & person is a ohml(n it his
parents are .christisns, br even if
only one parent is 8 christian. The
heveditary quality of ohristianity is
tharefore doubly as strong as that of

“Let all

“hy kingdom oome” by

Dzas Epiror.—The friends of

ood resolves in so many hearts,
rivate, it did my heart sa mueh good
Rev, l..m-uur Dear 8ir,~Seeing
o, I thouglit it would be well to

request. I send you

1 trust that he who bas power
> multiply the loaves and fishes may

BrusskLs 7.
remember the

Dear  btethren,

@Mhn wanted within three

nifies their “eng g into Christ,”
and their “reception into the visible
church,”—but also, we are asked to
sanction the following ritnal, taken
from the Encyclopedia Britannics,
Oth Ed. vol. 111, p. 351,

“When s child is to be baptized,
the persons who bring it wait at the
door of the church fer the priest,
who comes thither iu his surplice
and his parple stole, surrounded by
his clerks, He begins by question-
ing the godfathers, whether they
promise in the child’s name to live
and die in the true Oatholie and
Apostolio faith; and what name
they would give to the child. Then
follows sa exhortation to the spon-
sors, after whioh the priess, oalling
the child by its name, asks, ‘What
dost thou command of the churoh ¢
The godfather answers, ‘Eteraal life.’
The priest proceeds, ‘If thou art
desirous of obul‘hg oternal  life,
keep God's ~*Thou | b

Alss, b , she d mot with
bim to adorn our family sirdle, to add
to our family attrastions —if this were
only the case we would in 'ﬂfd
ocontent reguicsoat in pace—but he
romains with her, Alas! Alas! How
shall we be oonsoled? Whas de in
this hour of sore calamity ?

friendly voiee.

“No.”™

“Is his bealth dmoy-d?’

“NE” i

% Are his prospeots blighted, that
you thus weep and lasment so lond ™

“We will be oandid,” the parents
reply, “ and say that on the conteary
new vigor seems to have come to eur
boy ; more resolution and bigher am-
bitions seem to have seised tim; o
broader, richer, better promi loll
for atisinment seems to stretol
immediately before him.”

“Are his affections alienated? Is
bis ‘intorest less in the home of his
nativity; and in those whe sustained
and direoted his early steps P

“We see little change in this regard.
Not a wook passes without his letter
coming fall of assarances, full of
strong words that reveal to us his
sterling Christian manliness and un-
swerging straightfor wardness snd in-
tegrity. Aad, do you konow, it is
but jupt that we shonld confess it,

shalt lové the Lord thy God, &o.;
after which he bresthes three times
in_the child’s face, saying, ‘Come out
of this child, thou evil spiris, and
makeroom for the Holy Ghost.'
Then he makes the sign of the oross
in the child's forehead aud breast,
saying, ‘Keoeive the sign of the oross
on thy forehead nod in. thy heart;’
upos whioh, taking off his ocap, he

| repeats & short prayer, ahd, laying
his hond gently on the ohild's head,
repenta & second prayer; then he

blesses some salt, and putting » little
of it ig the child’s mouth, he says,
‘Receive the salt of wisdom,' All
this is performed at the ohuroh door
Afterwards the priest, with the god.
fathors and godmothers, come (sic.)
into the churoh, and advansing to-
words the fout, repeat the Aposties
oreed and the Lord's Prayer. Ar
rived at the font, the priest again
exorolses the evil spirlt, and taking a
lile of his owa spite,. with the
thumb of his right hand, rabs it in
the ohild's ears and nostrils, repeat.
ing as be tonches the right ear, the
ssme “word EphphatAa, ‘be thou
opened,’ which our Baviour made
use of to the man born ‘deafl and
damb, Lastly they pull off its
swadlling olethes, or dirip il below
the shoulders, during which the
priest prepares the oil. The spon-
so1s then hold thé ohild directly over
the font, observing to turn it" due
east and west ; wherempon the priest
asks the ohild whether he renounces
the devil and all his works, and the
godfsther having answered in the
affirmitive, the priest anoints the
child between the shoalders in the
form of a cross; then taking some of
the consecrated water, he pours part

each perfusion calling on oue of the
Haly Trinity. The priest concludes
the oeremony of baptism with an ex-
horustion, It may be added that the
Roman church sllows midwives in
casen of danger, to baptize a child
before the birth is bompleted. A
wtill-born ohild thus baptized may be
buried in oonsecrated ground.”

This piece of pagan mummery is

Fobrasty lat, o meet [Judaism.

resoguized as ehristina Baplism by

of it thrice upon the: child’s head; at |.

our tears we are constrained
fo acknowledge that by resson of the
vew life our ohild has aequired of the
inoreased strength that seems to have
oome to him through the union; of
the very faet it may he of bis absence,

| be, by his words, quickens us, rejoioes

us, helps us in & manner and to an ex-
tent hitherto unknown.”

“ And permit me,” the friend oov-
tinues, ‘to ask you one question more:
Dropping self catof the account, and
Tooking at your son's situstion from
the point of view of greatest useful-
ness 4o himself and more especially,
ia the Christian sense, to others, what
are his prospects now compared with
what they would have been had he
remained single at'howme, or, if you
make no exoeption to his marriage,
bad he brought his affanced back to
his native province 1"

1

neighboring 1a0d; among’ thess near |

“Is your boy dead? laguiress .
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“In regard to the
nsy more, desirability, of the anion,
wo never have hsd a donbt. It seom-
od to be the ane thing to be looked
forward to for many years. Oar
families, both influential,” and having
previously joined hands injforwarding
many good enterprises, seemed to
need but this one tie more o become
thoroughly fused into one—'to be no
more twain but one flesh.’ 0

*ln regard 1 the latter question we
soknowledge that either our family
or theirs had w0 by losers for the
cdommon weal. In some respeots per-
haps we are the stromger and moré
able to submit, and we remember
that Paul sxid, ‘We, then, that are
strong ought to bear the infirmities
of the wesk, and not to please oar-
selves.’” ' Every opportunity presents
itself in St. Jobn that Halifax has to
offer, and wome sdditional ones, it
‘may be, could readily be discovered.”
Yes, alittle consideration has done
us good. We will not endeavor now
Lo conceal what we plainly showed at
first, namely, that our grief was bit-
ter, the weparation keenly felf, but
the more we meditate the more do
we recognize in this, 48 ultimately, we
recognized in many another affliotion
-—as in that we 80 named-—sorely la-
mented over ut the time, the direct-
ing buud of vur Divine Father—alto-

gether insoruible at i firet appear-
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