FSHNG IN THE
NORTHERN RIVERS

NEW COMMISSIONER b
SPEAKS OF HIS TRIP

A Big Salmon Run in the Skeena—Can-
neries Prepared for a Large
Business This Year.

J. B. Babcock, commissioner of fish-
eries for the province, returned from his
trip to the north on the Bees on Sunday.
Interviewed by a-Times reporter this
morning Mr. Babcock was kind enough
to give some particulars of his experi-
cnces on the northern rivers.

“The object of my journey,| he said,
“was to become familiar “witl] the na-
tural conditions obtaining on tlfe Skeena,
Naas and  at Rivers ‘Inlet. went up
the Skeena as far as Lake lake,
where as the name infers thdre are.a
very large number of mussels) - I.,had
heped to get over a-larger portion of
the Watershgd, but owing to the pxtreme-
ly ‘high water in the Skeena, the 'river
steamer was unable to pass the jcanyon,
80 that I saw only a very limited! portion
of the spawning ground of the ri er. The
sockeye salmon run up the Lakelse and

other tributaries of the Skeent , and '

thereabouts is said to be one the
greatest spawning grounds on th coast,

'REDUQTION IN FARBS,

% -~ “p £ %
Big Cut in Round-Trip Fickéts to Alaska
: on' All Lines.

An Important movement is about to be
‘initiate@ by the different transportation
companies running steamers to the North,
with & view to promoting the tourist busi-
ness on this Coast. All have-agreed, it 4s
understoed, on a common working basis,
and have declded on a: gemeral reduction
in the price of round trip tickets to the
North. The rate pow charged on the Spo-
kane for first-class passage s $100, and on
other steamers $60. Now it is proposed to
charge only $40 on the'latter ships, and by
so reducing the price it is' hoped to build
up the tourist travel of the North. So far
as the business of the Spokane is con-
cerned,- no change will be made, as her
agents find that they have no difficulty in
filling her at the rate now charged, but
there is a local patronage sought which this
figure prohibits, and which the companies
desire te cultivate.
| The Spokane visits points of interest
{ which the other steamers on the. route are
unable to frequent. Muir glfxcier is per-
‘Imps the most notable instance, but Taku
glacler, an almost equally marvellous field
of ice, can be seen on the other trips, and
,one can travel by one steamer almost as
comfortably as by another, and with about
the same advantages.

The Alaska Steamship Company have al-
ready made two announcements under the
new schedule of rates, the Dolphin on the
2nd and the Humbeoldt on the 20th of
August. These steamers will, it is under-
stood, call here if sufficlent inducements
can be offered, and will continue to con-
nect here if business warrants. They oc-
cupy ten days on the round trip, which
‘makes travel aboard at $40 a fare exceed-
ingly cheap. The amount is about half
\ generally charged for transportation, as it
;includes both meals and berths.

COMING EXHIBITION

SECORD CHARGE

L. P. DUFF ARGUES THE
CASE FOR ACCUSED

Police Mégistrate HalP’s Decision—The
Order of Committal Will Be Made
on Monday Next.

When the hearing of the second charge
brought against Col. G. H. Hayes by
John Irving of having proeured from
him $24,000 on August 30th, 1900, by
false pretences was resumed yesterday
afternoon, Mr. Duff, counsel for the ac-
cused, ‘ecommenced the cross-examination
of the complainant, the only witness in
the case.

In the course of this examination,
Capt. Irving said that he first met Col.
Hayes in the fall of 1898, and it was in
July, 1900, that the subject of investing
in the Nahmint (Hayes) Mining Com-
pany was broached. Witness went up
to Alberni with accused to see the mine,
and accused told him there were 70,000
tons of ore in the property, and showed
kim a report by Mr. Lee, a mining en-
gineer, which bere out that statement.
Accused told him there was a pending
sale of the mine. Several figures were
mentioned in regard to the proposed sale
price, $500,000 among others. Accused
mentioned the names of Messrs. Clark
and Osborne in connection with the pur-
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Mr. Duff—Did ‘you fot pffer it for §3.

‘a share? %

The Witness—No,' . -

Mro Duff—Did_you net authorize Mr.
Baxter: to sell it for:$3? :

The Witness—No, I think mot.

l\gr. Duff—~Would you have sold it for

The Witness—Yes, I would,

Mr. Duff—Then, if you had. .sold it we”
should not have heard of this action?

The* Witness—I * should’ never have
found out the truth about the deal. Con-
tinuing, witness said that later on a
third agreement “was entered into be-
tween himself and clayes, and when he
foynd out hé had made a bad specula-
tion he began to have suspicions against
Hayes. D

Mr. Taylor then commenced to re-ex-
amine the witness, and a long fight be-
gan between learned counsel in regard
to the proper nature of re-examination,
the right to bring out new evidence, and
so forth. The argument lasted about
half an hour, after which the court ad-
journed until 2.30 this afternoon, when
counsel will address the bench on behalf
of their clients.

There was qnite an array of learned
counsel in the police court this morning
to argue .the .pros and cons of the evi-
dence in the second charge against Col.
G. H. Hayes, of having procured $24,000
c¢n false pretences from Capt. John Irv-
ing. W. J. Taylor, with H. B. Robert-
son, appeared for the complainant, and
L. P. Duff, with ¥red Peters, K.C., and
C. A. Bury, for the accused.

In addressing the bench on behalf of
the accused, Mr. Duff said: The offence
charged is that Colonel Hayes did false-
1y, and falsely to his own knowledge, and
with intention to defraud, obtain a cer-
tain sum of money from Capt. Irving.
It is therefore necessary to sbow-that,
assuming there were pretences at'the
time, those pretences operated on the
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other court, and accordingly departed.
Mr. Taylor said that he did not wish

friend's absence.

that I should like to hear you om, but:if
you-think it - unnecessary.

Mr. Taylor—I would rather leave the
matter. in your hands. >

Mr. Hall then gave Mis decision. He
said: I must say in the first place that
the evidence in regard to this case men-
tioned by Mr. Duff in the last part of his
address differs somewhat from what it
was in the first case before me, and I
wish to state that I do not propose to
consider any of the .evidence now that
was given in. the former case. It is
against the primciple of law to begin &
second case against the accused before
the first is decided—tne object of that

should have no effect upon the mind of
the court in considering another case. 3o
I shall expunge from my mind all the
evidence in the former case. Bat, irres-
pective of that, I cannot deny to myself
that there was something more in the
evidence to which Mr. Duff referred than
was read from the notes, and, of course,
the first part of the evidence has not
been read. 'The evidence in this ease is
weaker on that point than it was in the
former case, but there was one part of
the evidence on which Mr. Duff laid
stress that I cannot get out of my mind,
and that was that Col. Hayes attempted
to get the Portland stock and failed. Mr,
Duff has obained evidence on ‘that point
and commented on it, drawing it out in
the course of the cross-examination of
Capt. Irving by reading some of Col.
Hayes's evidence before the registrar.
So we have evidence that Hayes tried to
get the stock in Portland and failed.
Now, what does that mean? To my
mind it has only one meaning, that Col.
Hayes acknowledged, in saying that, he
did not have the Portland steck secured
as he had told Capt. Irving. If he had

to address the court, espeeially in his|

Mr. Hall—There are one or two points

being that the evidence in - one case |
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