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Petrograd Soviet Elections

The full returns of the elections to
the Petrograd Soviet are not yet to
hand, but the Bolsheviks have’'won
an overwhelming victory. The results
to June 2lst show the return of 212
Bolsheviks, 21 Socialist Revolution-
aries of the Left (who work with the
Bolsheviks),, 3 Socialist Revolution-
aries of the Right, and. 1 Menshevik,

This is in Petrograd, where star-
vation is rampant. And we are told
by our Press that the Bolsheviks are
ruling at the point of the bayonet !
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Manifesto of the German Minority.

\

The following is the manifesto is-
sued M‘ay 27th by the German Mino-
rity.. We take it from the French
Socialist Press : —

“On the threshold of the fifth year
of war the Parliaments are about to
reassemble. The hopes placed in
them by large circles of the popula-
tion have, been radically deceived.
War, misery, and the absence of freg:
dom still continue. Every day new
victims disappear in their tombs. In
the East the sword of the conqueror
has imposed a peace which has pro-
voked immense ill-féeling and created
new germs of conflict. In-the strug-
gle of the Russian people for liberty
against Tsardom, German and Aus-
trian “bayoneéts have intervened in
favour of counter-revolution.

“The armed alliance established a
short time ago in Central Europe will
also in the future divide the States
into two enemy camps armed to the
teeth. The coalition of one side with
a view to developing the mainte-
nance of military power is bound to
have as a consequence a similar coa-
litition on the other side. We are
seriously ménaced by the danger of
a renewed struggle by all the Impc-
rialist forces, after a short rest, for
world-supremacy. So long as the in-
ternational proletariat _does not make
a stand against thie representatives of
anch a policy of. violence and thirst
for conquest we cannot dream of a
general durable peace of the people‘s"

The manifesto then poirnts out the
reactionary regime at home, and pro-
ceeds : —“The proletariat must de-
fend its interests as a class against
the avowed reactionary interests
of the capitalist and landowning
classes. The struggle against reaction
at home is at the same time a struggle
for a durable peace of the peoples.
For the internal enemies of the peo-
ple are also the prophets of a foreign
policy based on force.”

After describing the sufferings of
the German ~people, the manifesto
thus exhorts the workers: “Condemn
the reactionary policy\of the Govern-
ment and of the bourgeou parties 1
Protest wherevcr und whmver you
_'can,,at all publlc meetmgs, against
tpe deéprivation of your political

rights ! Urge on the indifferent and -
apathctxc,.mﬂueac& the pnb&c poli- -

_tical conscience to “become: more a

imrehenswe, and strqngthgn our -

f'omﬁntlou 1 ‘Make a stand mnut ;
& % 2

- bread ration and of the true causes

of the misery of the people during
the war at all meetings and in inti-
mate circles |° Support with all your
force the struggle for peace, liberty,
and bread carried on in Parliament
by the Independent Socialf(Democra-
tic Party |

“Workers, comrades, and citizens !
hence with all despondency, all co-
wardice, all disaffection! ‘Let a1s arm
the proletariat for the inevitable

struggle for @ brighter future ! Let J

us remain faitful to the principles of
International Socialism' |”
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Italian Socialists and the Offensive.

We have received the following re-
solution voted by the Italian Parlia-
mentary Socialist Group meeting on
June 17th, 1918 :— “In view of the ma-
noeuvres of certain political groups,
desiring to preserve themselves and
their misrepresentation of Turati's
speech on Sunday, June 16th, in the
Italian Chamber, specially by.those
factions who are described by Turati
as the “internal enemies” of the pro-
letariat ‘and the country observing
how they ignore the unchanged po-
litical attitude of the party against
the war, the repeated refusal to ac-
cept any responsibility for its conti-
nuation, and the reiterated lack of
confidence in the Gowvernment; whilst
in agreement with the sentiments ex-
pressed so eloguently by comrade
Turati, which inspire the cenduct of
the Socialists, altough this is not re
cognised by malicious opponents

“THe Italian Parliamentary Social-’
ist Group therefore unanimously
declares that Turati’s pronounce-
ment does not modify the ideals or
the reasons derived from the struggle
of classes, which animates the Social-
ist Party, causing it to. remain firmly
united; further, that Turati’s senti-
mients are not in opposition to, but in
perfect agreement with, the Party’s
irreducible oppositio"' "to the war,
which explains- the repudiation of
any “sacred union” having the aim
of extracting from this war a new
incentive to war an addition to the
oppression of peoples, and the con-
solidation of the capitalistic system,
against which -there will rise to-
morrow—owing to the terrible lesson
of facts—the true Revolutionary In-
ternational of the Workers.

“The Italian Parliamentary Social-
ist Group expresses once again its
profound sense of solidarity with all
the victims of all countries and its
indissoluble fratermty with all who

suffer from the internal reaction that
is born of war.”
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The Nor\'voghn Socialist Party.

For some time there has been a
keen struggle between the left and
right wings of the Norwegian - So-

ci#list Party, and at the last confe-"

“rence the Left won a decided yictory.
 The Right presented 2 motion dec-
laring that since the erumuuon of
.,wciety,n,mst d@end on the will of

the ma:oﬁt; in | the conlmy they can-

tionary action of the masses-in their
struggle against the high cost of li-

ving or as a means of helping a min-

tary strike for the abolition of mili-
tarism. Finally, the motion called on
the workers to join their trade
unions and to perfect their organisa-
tions for the purpose of winning a
majority at the Storthing (Parlia-
ment) at the next elections.

The Minority resolution, on the
other hand, refused .to recognise the
right of the possessing classes to the
economic exploitation of the work-
ers, even though this exploitation is
supported by a majority in Parlia-
ment. The Labour Party of Norway.
must therefore retain for itself the
right of employing-any mass or revo-
lutionary action in its struggle for the
emancipation of the working class.

The motion also greets with joy the

rmztion of  the Work..ew - a1
So'diers’ Council,

On the direct question of ‘anti-mjli-
tary strikes the Right called on the
worker§ to rally round the Norwe-
gian Party in its demand for the
legal abolition of armaments, and
strongly disapproved of military
strikes for ‘the attainment of this
end. The Left called on the vﬁtk—
ers to extend their nrgannatlonq
throughout the country for strikes
against militarism and against com-
pulsory military service.

After four hours!
Left (hitherto Minority) resolution

discussion the

was adopted by 158 votes against 127.
A further resolution declaring strikes
within the army as being in accord
with the principles of Socialism was
adopted by 167 votes against 119. As
a first result of this change of policy
within the party the old Executive
(Majority) has been replaced by an
entirely Left Executive, with Tran-
moel, Grepp,-and Stang at its head.

It is interesting to note that side
by side with the growth of the Left
(Minerity) wing the party as a whole
has grown considerably. Last year
the party membership increased by
over 10,000, so that now such a small
‘country as Norway counts 80,000 re-
gular paying members.
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The Recent Swiss Referendum.

C. Naine, writing in “Le Populaire,”
claims the recent vote on the ques-
tion of a direct Federal income tax
as really a great victory for the Swiss
Socialist Party.

The figures were 310,000 against the
Socialist motion and 270,000 for it -;
it was thus defeated by only 40,000,
which. he considers will swing round
to the Socialist in another couple of
years. At any rate, the. formidable
minority has already had one good
result, that the bourgeois majority
of the Swiss Parliament itself is re-
legating indirect taxation to a back
place, whilst themselves proposing
to institute a temporary Federal tax.

A second résult of the referendum
has been to show.how far capital is
concentrated in few hands. Thus the
national capital of Switzerland is es-
timated to he 35-38 milliards. Of this,
those (comprising the majority of the
nation) 'possessing less than 20,000

-

francs (about £750) only possess bet- .
_ween them little more than 4 mil-

liards, leaving 31-33 milliards for the
small minority. ¢
There have been demonstrations in

: various parts of Switzerland demanck
 ing the more eqmtable r\/iguing ‘of
food. : :

: rentmg hcts. In w

Socialist Party had lﬂM
Now, however, the membersh
fallen to 23,000 members. Thi
not due merely to mobilisations. Ne.
62,000 members in six electoral dis-
tricts have left the old party to will
or form the minority—the Indepen-
dent Socialist Party of Germany, .
In addition, of course, in those dil;
tricts which as a whole have Te-
mained faithful to the old party, ma«
ny thousands of members have ;oined,
‘t‘he Independents individually.

The “Leipziger Volkszeitung” (mi-
nority) shares with “The Call” the
honour of having its national front- o
iers closed against it. g

The Call En.l-ud

BRITISH LABOR PARTY BREAKS
WITH GOVERNMENT.

The British Labor Party has at
last decided to sever its connection:
with the government. The resolution
to break the truce was introduced
by Mr. Henderson and which reads
as follows :—

“That this Conference of the Labor
Party accepts the recommendation
of the Party Executive that the exis-
tence of the political truce should no
longer be recognised.”

Then the vote was taken after a
little demur. A Card Vote: 1,704,000 -
for the resolution and 951,000 against.
It was a beginning of the breakaway.
Let those who have resisted it look
out for the land-slide.

BOLSHEVIK MAJORITY.

Shanghai, July 31.—The Bolshevik
faction has secured a majority in
the municipal .elections at Vladivos-
tok, a despatch from that city re-
ports. This gives them the right to
nominate the mayeor,

Herr Maximilian Harden is a plain
spoken, brilliant and clear sighted,
but somewhat erratic German® jour-
nalist. Both he and his paper, Die
Zukunft, have had varied careers.
Harden exposed before the war some
of the inner, vicious life of the high
military and political circles, During
the war he has been generally crifi-
cal of the government and his activi-
ties have been, on occassion, tempo-
varily curtailed. Nevertheless he
continues to say true and unpleasant
things about the Kaiser and the Pan-
Germans with an impunity wh:ch is
somewhat astonishing.

(\_Nmmpcg Free Press.)

When any one in this country’ cri-
ticizes the war policy of the govern=
ment and says some unpleasant
things about them. Somebody is
pretty sure to reply “If you said that
in Germany you'd be stood against &
brick wall'and shot”. Harden is on r:
one of many Germans whose conti-
nued existence and immunity goes to
show that there is more freedom of
speech in Germany than in Canadh ‘
the United States. :

Isn't it the irony of fate that Dr,
-Cody, high priest of Moloch*
vocate of war to the bitter end,
be opposed by a retym&d




