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Victoria, Friday, March 29.

FREE TRADE AND THE SAGES.

We tender to the esteemed ¢olonist
the assurance of our distinguisted con-
sideration. ~We desire fo convev to our
justly indignant contemporary svch apol-
ogies as may be its due for that we did
not at once and without any hesitation
whatever give it full credit for introdue-
ing to the western world the Sage of
Macclesfield. We hasten to ackrowledge
its share in the discovery of the modern
BEatanswill Gazette. We trust that by
at ‘once admitting our error and making
such ample reparation as is involved 1u
giving the Colonist’s conneetion with the
affair the benefit of the wide circulation
of the Times, we shall have earned its
forgivenness. 4

We may be 1)ardon\o,d if in passing we
confess failure to appreciate the convin-
c¢ing nature of the argument with which
the Colonist accompanies its pleasant
and humorous refereaces to the l'imes.
I“rom a variety of sources our indefati-
gable contemporary has secured evidence
that hard times exist in England—which
we do not hesitate to say have convinced
us that such is the fact. = We ar: assur-
ed further that England has had fifty
vears of free trade, a statement for
which the Colonist has also exc:llent au-
thority. We suppose, however, it is due
to the innate.depravity or the s‘upidity
or some other objectionable characteris-
tic of the Times that ' we cannot see the
rvonnection which with the sage of Mac-
clesfield the Colonist believes tc have
been established between the hard times
and British free trade.

The reductio ad absurdum is a method
of proof with which our learned contem-
porary is doubtless familiar, and in our
clumsy and foolish way we will try tc
make such an application of it as seems
to suit this case. So we say: Destitu-
tion prevails in the -great agricultural
state of Nebraska; in South Dakota the
settlers are suffering extreme hardships
and in a very large section of the state
it is impossible for the people to pay
their bills; in Kansas there is a mort-
gage debt of $500 for ever man woman
and child in the state; in Pennsylvania
strikes and lockouts prevail to an alarm-
ing extent; half the factories and mills in
New Ingland are shut down and the

. other half are running on short time; la-

bor riots prevail in New Orleans: in Chi-
cago last year United States troops were
called out to preserve property nd life
against strikers. All over the United
States there is a cry of hard times. The
United Stateés has for thirty years had a
protective tariff. = Therefore protection
causes hard times. But the Colonist has
proved that free trade causes hard times.
Therefore protection and free trade both
cause hard times, which we appeal to
the Colenist to admit is absurd.

We trust the Colonist will pardon us
for attempting in our own poor fashior
to reach by reasoning a conclusion which
we regret is at variance with its own.

ELK LLAKE GATHERING GROUND.

Under the heading of ‘“The Engineers’
Report,” the Colonist calls the attention
of the council to that part of the report
of the two experts to whom the filter
bed plans were referred bearing on the
available quantity to be obtain.d from
our present source of supply, snd ex-
presses regret that the city covncil did
not last year engage the services of a
first class engineer to 100k into and report
upon the whole matter of the wiier sup-
ply. Messrs. Haskins and Keating say
in this connection:

We notice in the oﬂi(ml instructions

the area of the watershed: is- ziven -as’

2177 acres, exclusive of the lakes, and
that the annual report for 1893 piaces the
average rainfall for the past 20 years at
29.66 inches, and the minimum rainfall
at 18 inches. While it is irnipossible
from this information alone, and without
some knowledge of the nature of the
gathering grounds, to estimate twith any
degree of aecuracy the amount of water
which can be depended upon f:om this
sonrce, yet in our judgment it seems un-
likely that the .city can obtain more than
about two million gallons per“day in any
year when the precipitation' may be below
the average, and in seasons of minimum
rainfall it appears doubtful if s¢ large
a quantity would be available, * * *

While we have not been called upon to
consider the question of the capacity of
the works, we deem it our duty to sug-
gest that before incurring any large ex-
penditure, which appears now to be con-
templated, it would seem advisable to
investigate the possibilities either of add-
ing to the watershed or of.raising the
lakes so as to impound all the water that
the drainage area will yield, or as much
of it as practicable.

Our contemporary seems tolaber under

the belief that the capacity of- the ‘Elk
lake watershed is an unknown quantity.
and that the present and past councils
were “going it blind” when they proposed
to improve the water works by securing
the land around Elk lake and Ly con-
structing filter beds. = The eastern ex-
perts have simply corroborated the opin-
ion of City Engineer Wilmot and . of ‘a
former water commissioner, Mr. Sum-
merfield, who in reports to the city coun-
cil pointed out that the average capacity
of Elk Lake was about two million gal-

fons per day and that lt would be prudeut
or tue cuuucu to- consider additional
‘sources of supply to meet the require-
meints of a larger"population. Ia March,
1804, Mr. Wilmot said in, his report to
the council: !

By referring to-the record of vainfall
(published in the annual report of the
corporation for 1893) which extends over
a period of twenty years, it will be seen
that the average per year is nearly 30
inches. Assuming tne rainfall at Elk
lake to be about the same as at Victoria,
that amount each year applied to the area
of the watershed, and allowing for evap-
oration and,absorption by the soil, would
approximately afford a sufficient (,t.antxt.v
of water for the annual supply of the
city, estimating the consumption —and
waste at a daily average of tw.) million
gallons. Consequentiy, if the rainfall
next year should equal the average, viz.,
30 inches, and the whole gquantity desir-
able from the watershed stored, tue sup-
ply and demand would be about equal,
but as will be seen by a glanc: at the
accompanying diagram, plotted from he
official meteorological-records, the rain-
fall is very irregular. If there should
follow in succession several years with a
rainfall in each less than the average,
the supply would be insufficient. By
raising the dam four and a half teet the
increased storage capacity of vhe lake so
obtained would be available during e
season of ‘excessive rainfall for co'lecting

this increased storage would be appreci-
able when a year of excessive rainfall
shou'd immediately precede a succession
of low cxele years.

The aldermen who have given this sub-
ject attention, as well as the engineers,
know quite well thhit there is a 1imit to
the supply from Elk Lake, and they also
know that the present limit may be in-
creased by raising the dam and stopping
the waste now going on. = The present

day greater than the consumption wvhen
the water of Elk Lake has bee}) improved
by filtration, and the capacity of the
lake has been increased to an extent to
retain the maximum rainfall, as recom-
mended by Mr. Wilmot, it will oe in or-
der for the city to consider the question
of additional supply for the increased
population of the future. For “he pres-
ent, however, the '‘duty of the counc’l is
clear—the perfection and convers:i‘on of
the Elk lake supply. The proposed work
has those objects in view, and when com-
pleted—say a year hence—it will he the
duty of our city rulers to consider the
probable demands of the future and to
provide for them. For the present, hcw-
ever, the city must atilize’ what it has
got.

The frank admissions of Mr. C'xﬂ:sidey,\
secretary of the Manufacturers’ .ssocia-
tion, have been rather embarracsing to
the government, and particularly 1o Min-
ister Foster. Some years ago the idea
of revising the tariff as directed by the
Red Parlor might not have apneared to
the people as altogether wrong, but at
the present day they are'decidedly oppos-
ed to it. Therefore it is that these sen-
tences in Mr. Cassidey’s report cause the
government many discomforting
thoughts:

It is but an act of justice to the com*

.| mittee (of the. association) te direct at-

tention to the large number of changes
that have been made in the tariff along
the lines suggested in the recommenda-
tions, and that in many instances the
language used in both is substuntially
identical. This is particularly notice-
able as regards the iron schedule, the du-
ties upon textiles, the duties upou drugs,
chemicals, aleoholic preparations. etc., as
well as upon an exteaded list of miscel-
laneous articles, and large and most im-
portant additions to the list of non-duti-
able articles.

In many instances, where the recom-
mendations suggested that no change be
made in the duties upon articles therein
enumerated, no changes were made.

It aequired the-best'generalship on: the
part of Mr. Foster and his protectionist:
‘colleages: and supperters - to -withstand
the onsets of the free trade enemy. Quite’
a number pf amendments were made ‘to
the turiff bill, and before its passage it
became modified to aa extent that gives
much satisfaction to the country—cer=
tainly to the friends of the goverament.

Montreal, October -4, 187/(.
Messers. DICK & (0., City.

Dear Sirs:—I used a box of your pur-
ifier and found it an excellent article.
My horse improved so much’ in appear-
ance, that I have since sold him to Am-
erican buyers, making a first clas sale.
I also had a horse that got badly sprain-
ed in the knce. A Veterinary surgeon
told me to try Dick’'s Blister, which 1
did; and the result was that, in less than
ten days, I was driving him as well as
ever.

Yours truly, THOS. McLEAY.

TRIED TO BURN CHURCHES.
Two ‘Washington Cxty—Cathohc Churches
Discovered on Fire.

Washington City, March 22—Attempts
were made yesterday to set fire to two
of the largest Catholic churches in the
city—St. Patrick’s and St. Doninick’s.
In both cases the fire was discovered
and extinguished before material dam-
age had been done. Before the fires
were discovered in both cases a tall wo-
man dressed in black was seen walking
down the aisle and out of the church in
a nervous manner. Police and detectives
are searching the city for the guilty ‘par-
ty. All the Oatholic churches in the city
are being guarded. The incendiary is
supposed to be some fanaite whose brain
has been affected by constant attention
to religion.

water which would otherwise go to |
waste, The benefit to be derived from !

supply, however, is 500,000 gal'ons per !

LIBERALS MEET AT NANAIMO

Addresses by Residents of Nanahno
and Other Portions of
the District.

Comox is Ready to Work for
the Candidate Chosen by
the Liberals.

Nanaimo, Mareh 25.—The Liberal
weeting in the Co-operative Hall on Sat-
urday night was not as large as was ex-
pected, due to the inclemency of the
weather. Mr. R. Smith occupied the
chair and briefly alluded to the fact that
the meeting was intended for the pur-
pose of accepting the nomination of the

Liberal party for Vancouver Island dis-
trict. He regretted that the nomination
had not yet taken place, which was due
to the unexpeected pressure from -various
parts of the district. = Speaking of the
Liberal chances in the constituency, the
chairman claimed they were 50 per cent
better now than four weeks ago. He
was glad to state there was a general
move in favor of Liberalism throughout
the province. This increase was due to
the fallacy of the present policy of the
government which could only be looked
upon as a fraud. He dwelt upon the
necessity of guarding jealously the right
of the provinces to deal with all ques-
tions relative to the provinces.

Mr. Harvey, of .Comox, gave the Lib-
erals a great deal of encouragement,
stating that a majority of the farmers of
his district would support the Liberal
candidate. Many of the young . men
coming from the East are Liberals and
were doing much to-change the opinions
of the older residents regarding the tar-
iff. The Liberals of Comox would do
their share when the campaign com-
menced.

T. R. E. McInnes said it was to be
hoped the Liberals would take advantage
of the additional time allowed by -he
clections heing put off. He regretted
that a candidate had not been selected
at the convention last night, but 2 suit-
able candidate would no doubt be forth-
coming within the next few weeks. He
alluded to the National Policy, anid .rit-

| icized it severely, showing where the

emigration ~was turning towards 1kLe
United States. He had been engaged in
the legal profession in:Ontario and had
become acquainted with the castiron a-
greement which was crippling the farm-
ers of the Dominion and placing a nort-
gage on nearly every farm. [le Jealt
with the financial position »f the coun-
try and produced figures o show that
vear after year there was .a big .leficit
in the revenue.  The policy that wovld
retain our population was not the jres-
ent one.

Mr. W. Marchant. of Vlcfol i, Wwas re-
ceived with applause. He. reviewed the
work being done by the Liberals through
the province which augmented well for
the cause. - He then went on to allude
of the misdoings of the Conservarives
government in’the“expenditure »f public
monies. Sir Adolphe Caron was scored
by the speaker for his attempt to rob
the postmen of Victoria and his connce:
tion with the boodlers. *He alluded to
the heavy tax contributed by the people
of British Columbia which he character-
ized as robbery, and the sooner a Libaral
government was -elected the sooner jus-
tice would be done them. It was absurd
in the speaker’s .opinion, for the mani-
facturers to claim that free trade was a
detriment to them. He said the govern-
ment had done one generous thing for
the capitalist. #nd that was placing the
small tax of $50 per head on Chinamen
coming into the country. He asked:
“What is a Chinaman’s life worth?”’
That is the way to look at it: It s
worth twenty years at $250 a year «-
gainst your . life. The speaker said it
had been urged 'that a higher proteciive
tariff was necessary for the salvatinn
of the farmers, but he proved the fallacy
of this statement and showed how they
would be benefited by a good free trade
poliey. He referred to the visit of
Messrs. Foster and Angers, and explain-
ed the object of their tour. They 1ad

;met the mamufacturers and promised
'great things to:the people, and they :ec-
icordingly had,_made a reduction in the

turiff from 32.7 to 32.4. or a relief of
three ope-hundredths of a cent. (Laugh-
ter.) Col. Prior censured the govern-
ment for reducing the duty on agricul-
tural implements from 35’ to 20 per cent.
Mr. Marchant closed his remarks by an
eloguent appeal to hig audience to work
strenuously in the Liberal cause and
they- wolud have the pleasure of seeing
a Liberal being elected for this constitu-
ency. {Applause.)

A vote of thanks to the chairman ter-
minated the meeating.

THE DEBS APPEAL.
Argument on Behalf of the Petitioners
Opened.

Washington, March 25.—The petition
of Debs and others for release on hab-

eas corpus was called in the Supreme
Court of the United States this mora-
ing and argument begun. The court
was filled, among those present being
ex-Senator Boalwell, Senator Vilas,
and ~ an unusually large number of
ladies., Counsel for the petitioners at-
tracted considerable attention, the senior
being c¢x-Senator ‘Trumbell. of Illinois.
He asked that the court permit three
counsels to be heard and that the time
be extended in order to give all suffiaent
opportunity to express their views. At
torney-General Olney interposed no- ob-
jection and the request was granted.
Argument was begun by S. S. Gregory
for the petitioners.  He will be followed
by Trumbell and the case closed by C. S.
Darrow, who has been connected with
the case from the beginning for the gov-
ernment, Assistant Attorney-General E
F. Whitney, Special Assistant District
Attorney: Edwin Walker and Attorney-
General Olney will speak.
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WOUNDED BY AN INSANE JAP

Li Hung Chang Shot in the Face
While Walking in -the
Streets of Tokio.

Physicians Unable to Extract the
BuHet — Serious Results
Not Expected.

Londen, March 25.—The Central News
correspondent in Tokfo says that an at-
tempt ‘was made to assassinate ‘T.i Hung
Chang in a street of Simonseki yesterday
afternoon. Li was returning from the
peace comnference, in which he .onducts
negotiations on behalf of the Chinese
mission, ‘and was accompanied b:" several
of his suite. When he was a short dis-
tance from his apartments, a young Jap-
anese ran up to him and fired a pistol in
his face. The young man was seized and
disarmed by the police. At the station
house he gave his name as Koyama and
his age as 21. The wound received is
more serious than at first reported. The
bullet entered the cheek below the eye
and the physician has not yet beer able
to extract it. 'The condition of the Cii-
nese .envoy is critical.

Immediately he heard of the shooting
the Emperor sent two of his principal
surgeons to attend the Chinese envoy
and also sent his principal aide-de-camp
with messages from himself and the em-
press. The Japanese parliament passed
a resolution deploring the attempt to as-
sassinate Chang.

The surgeon attending Chang has tele-
graphed the Emperor that the wound- is
in goed condition and there is no cause
for anxiety regarding the results. The
assailant of Chang is believed to be in-
sane:

The Emperor of Ja an and Imperml_

mitnister “have publicly deplored. the act
of the would-be assassin of Chang and
he must be punished.

SERIES OF FATALITILS.

Five Children out-of a Family of Six
Killed Within a Few Minutes.

London, March 25.—Press advices per
steamer from South Africa contain a
story of an extraordinary series .f fatali-
ties that occurred near Johannesburg,
and whereby a prominent resident lost
his entire family in.the space of a few
minutes. Three of his children, aged re-
spectively, 8, 10 and 12 years, left the
family farm house to go to their father
wlio was in a field about half a mile dis-
tant. On the way each of the three put
their right hand in a crevice of a rock
for the purpose of searching for birds’
eggs. The crevices, however, uappened
to have been taken possession of by a
deadly snake, and each of the children
was bitten before it could withdraw its
hand. Two died almost immsdiately,
while the third managed to crawl back. to
the house and raise an alarm. The moth-
er, frantic with grief, mounted a horse
with a view of going for help. She placed
the child in front of her, but forgot to
securely fasten it, and she had hardly
gotter out of the yard when it fell over
to th» ground, sustaining a fracture on
the skull, which caused instant death.
The mother re-entered the house with the
body, only to find that in a few moments
her fourth and youngest son was drown-
ed by falling into a cistern. Th:: moth-
er is now down with brain fever. and of
the original family of six there is only
the father to tell the remarkable story.

“I suppose.’’ observed the tramp, bitter-
1y, ‘“you would like to have me get off the
earth., But I cannot.””

‘““Have. you tried sofc soap?’ asked the
woman in the blue gingham dress, dispas-
sionately.

ARGENTINE WHEAL.

Conditions That Surround Its Culture
and Shipment.

A letter to Beerbonm from Mr. W.
Goedwin of Buenos Ayres, contains the
following: *“Wheat export in tne Argen-
tine Republic has increased fast, but the
trade is still in a transition stage, and [
venture again to submit a few remarks
about the ditficulties of shippers t} at may
be interesting to those who have only re-
cent experience of River Plate cargoes,
and may not knew that, in spite of cona-
siderable improvements in the past few
years, the system of grain handling leav-
es much to be desired, and is not regulat-
ed by an association.

“The great difficulty of shippers comes
from want of proper storage accommeo-
dation to hold stocks and seléct quality
at the ports, and also from want of rail-
way facilities sufficieut to carry and em-
bark all the crop in a few months of
the busy season. These difficult’'es will
disappear in time, but meanwhile are
sufficient to worry a shipper who has te
bring down wheat of various qualities
from any of about 3400 railway stations

in time to arrange cargoes for vessels.

as they arrive. It may be that several
shippers want to load on the same rail-
way line on account of special quality,
and there comes a block at the wharves;
and sometimes ships arrive unexpectedly,
or a spell of bad weather may stop ship-
ments for several days and cause delays
all round.

“Only a small part of the crop can be
handled through elevators, and tue great
proportion has to be shipped dircct and
sampled by testing the original bags dur-
ing shipment, which is not altogether: a
satisfactory method, though average re-
sults are obtained if the work is always
done carefully. Selection is difficult un-
der these conditions, and weigaing still
lfnore difficult when steamers are loading
ast.

“It is not possible to ‘grade’ wheat with
the accuracy of the United States, be-
cause the differences are mnot sufficiently
distinct to be classified, and practically
each shipper has to act on his individual
judgment.

“Wheat of the provinces of Santa Fe,

and Cordoba’ is” sufficiently frell’ known

either as ‘Rosario’ or "Santa Fe,. and is
more or less of similar quality wunatever
seed may originally have been used. This
wheat is considered to be ‘Barleta,” as
distinguished from ‘Frances’ (soft wheat
grown from French seed) or ‘v.andeal’
(hard wheat used for macaroni), but ow-
ing to varieties of weather there are al-
ways local differences of quality, and

shippers cannot always get what they

want.

“Wheat of the province of Buenos Ay-
res is less uniform, owing to greater var-
ieties of climate and soil, but whatever
seed is used there is a strong tendency of
the soil to produce what is kncwn as
‘Barletta’ type, -although the name may
not convey an aceurate meaning in Eur-
ope. Some parcels when- they come from
the fields are so mixed that it is difficult
to. say whether they should be called
‘Barletta’ or ‘Frances,” and there is fre-

guently the same difficulty in r‘ra“mg

the line between Barletta and t aiaome
or Tusela.”

Law Intelligence.

In chambers this’ merning a application
in *the case of McGraw vs. Davis & Co.,
was made before Mr. ‘Justice Drake. The
application was made by the defendants
to add Mr. W. H. Langley of this ecity
as party defendant. The applicat'on was
refused, but an order was made ror pay-
ment into eourt of the amount due by
the plaintiff to the defendant. t‘he case
arises out of the tronble Miss McGraw
(Mrs. McGovern) had with reference te
her trunks, which were shipped to the
Orient by mistake instead of going to the
Sound. Mr. Langley claims a lien on
them for solicitor’s fees in rescuing the
property. . Mr. S. P. Mills appeared for
the defendant, Mr A. L. Belyea for the
plaintiff.

The full court are still hearing the ap-
peal in ‘Goughlan & Mayo, vs. Wilmot
and the corporation.
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Chilblains, Burions.
Cracks between the Toes,
Scalds, Piles,
Swellings, Uicers,
S¥{ Joints,  Old Sores,
Inflammation of all kinds,
Lame Back, . Pimples,
Rheumatism, Pustules,
Caked Breasts, Eruptiong
Diseased Tendons,

Contractcd Ruscles,
And all Lameness and

and Beast! iy

Langley & Co Wholesale Agents tor B. C.

Tug Velos Wrecked La
Trial Island and
Men Drowne

Mr. Adams, Contractor
ment Buildings,
the Numbe

survivors rof the Dis
a Night of Ter
Trial Island

From Saturday’'s [

The tug Velos was wre
tsland in a gale last night
including Frederick Adan
ernment buildings, were

The dead are.

FREDERICK ADA)
married.

ARTHUR BLOWERS
eer, aged 28, single.

WILLIAM LA\, assig
aged 30, married.

ROBERT SMITH, c
single.

FRANK DUNCAN, de
21, single.

Of the crew of the Velo
Anderson and First Mate
tiansen escaped. The forr
hours on a reef, and in
would very likely have die
cued by those who lande
ysland. -

The twenty-four men w
.barge Pilot, in tow of
rowly escaped the fate (
fortunate men. The Pilo]
shore on Trial islagd as
on the only piece of sand
rocky menace to navigatiq
on board of her
a landing. Some of
pelieve that one of the
on the Pilot was drowned
is not known, and the id
erally credited. Only ong
William Law, who perishi
nre, perched high up abo
the water on the towing b
was recovered, The 1
time the Velos became
out beyond 'Trial Island,
came with relief from thg
memorable one for all th

The first news that any
usual nature had happen
cily through George M|
Bay. Early this morni
walking about Trial Isla
seemed unusual he made
survey. On the extremi
at the point closest to O
see a mast sticking out of
farther over the bow of
parently a tug. He cor
was a sunken sloop. H
¢ity and reported to th
lice, who notified the ¢
ties and Capt. Jobhn Irvi
er Maude of the latter’s
wharf with steam up, a
go at once to the wreck.
11 o’clock with Captian
cial Constable McKeny
and a Times man aboar
for Trial- Island. As
that dangerous rock, W
jagged reefs, it was evi
thing unusual had happ
«ould be seen high
beach and thén the sub
made out. All hopes ti
the stranded vessel‘ ha
their lives was dissipatg
from the Maude reacl'led
tride of the towing bits
ward till the head met §
body of a man, whicp 4
ed to be that of Willian
«limbed up there fro
deck only to perish fror
ure in the seas that swd
hours. It was a scene
zazed upon with awe.
on to the shore, where
waited her, and the sto|
was quickly learned.

The Velos with the i
out of the harbor last
o’clock bound for Haddy
secn islands. Capt. Ang
how stormy it was outs
to leave, but his wishe
which were not particu
were overruled. His oy
leave at 6 o’clock to ¢
land upon which the veq
he did not get the cro
9:30 o’clock. :

Those aboard the P
lows:

Thomas Huson.

Wm. Edwards.

Wm. Clarke.

John Conery,

John Nibleck,

Geo. Bingham,

Robert McClure,

J. Clark,




