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the merit of the people of that day ought not to be forgot-
ten." Most of the military preparations and operations
of the colonists, whether of offence or defence, originated
with themselves, but, in the following instance, it appears
that they were equally ready to respond to any call made
by England for foreign service. Having, in 1740, pre-
pared to send to the West Indies the largest fleet and
army that had ever appeared in theGulf of Mexico, Eng-
land summoned the colonies north of Carolina to contri-
bute four battalions to the armament. "No colony
refused its quota ; even Pennsylvania, the Quaker pro-
vince, voted a contribution of money, and thus enabled
its governor to enlist troops for the occasion." The com-
bined forces, thus composed of imperial and colonial
troops, proceeded to attack Carthegena, the strongest
place in Spanish America,where, although not successful,
they gallantly assaulted and did much damage to the
principal works ; but, after reducing and destroying sev-
eral other places, and forts throughout the country, and
suffering immense losses, they retreated to their ships.
The expedition had been intended to prepare the way for
conquering Mexico and Peru : a far more formidable pro-
feet than the conquest of Russian America would be in
the present day. From that period, until 1742, South
Carolina, under its governor, the estimable and gallant
Oglethorpe, repeatedly attacked the Spanish settlements,
and also defeated the Spaniards in an invasion of Geor-
gia. In 1744, Massachusetts sent to, and maintained, at
her own cost, two hundred men at Annapolis, for the
defence of Nova Scotia, who were the means of prevent-
ing that province from falling once more into the hands
of the French. For the memorable siege of Louisbourg,
a few of the colonies provided between them, one hun-
dred vessels, and raised an army of 5,100 men, at an


