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in the high country through which it [Judith's river] passes,

and a great number of beaver in its waters.

Just above the entrance of it we saw the fires of 126

lodges, which appeared to have been deserted about 12

or 15 days ; and on the other side of the Missouri, a large

camp, apparently made by the same nation. On examin-

ing some moccasins which we found here, our Indian

woman said that they did not belong to her own nation,

the Snake Indians, but she thought that they indicated

a tribe on this side of the Rocky mountains, and to tlie

north of the Missouri ; indeed it is probable that these are

the Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie. At the distance of

6yi miles the hills again approach the brink of the river,

and the stones and rocks washed down from them form

a very bad rapid, with rocks and ripples more numerous

and difficult than those we passed on the 27th and 28th.

Here the same scene was renewed, and we had again to

struggle and labor to preserve our small craft from being

lost. Near this spot are a few trees of the ash, the first we

have seen for a great distance, and from which we named

the place Ash Rapids." On these hills there is but little

timber, but the salts, coal, and other mineral appearances

continue.

On the north we {p. 2jj) passed a precipice about 120

feet high, under which lay scattered the fragments of at

least 100 carcasses of buffaloes, although the water which

had washed away the lower part of the hill must have car-

ried off many of the dead. These buffaloes had been

chased down the precipice in a way very common on tl.c

Missouri, by which vast herds are destroyed in a moment.

The mode of hunting is to select one of the most active and

fleet young men, who is disguised by a buffalo-skin round

his body ; the skin of the head with the ears and horns

" This is a bad place at any state of the river. It is now known as Drowned

Man's rapids, from an accident which the name expresses. It is marked on

Clark's map, just above a nameless creek, from the north, noticed neither in ihe

text nor the codex. This creek has since been called Norris.


