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. BE'liL ON THE VALUE OF

I>ap8 also to silpe extent in that of the old world, is to bo expect-

mainly frojAVerrao.it, it may not be uni.,tercst.ng hero to

Prefer to^.t^ slat^r'esources of thatstato. Threo belts of slate rock
ed

reler lo.l^oslRfce^couul^.v^ v^. V

occur i«*'the srietrunning southward down its eastern middle and

westcrft-h^i-tions. In the first, which keci.. near the bounda.y ot

New if^mpshlre, the slate is of a dark color, and the cleavage gen-

erally tbrrespAnds with the pla,.es of stra-ificatio... Although the

belt has a great thickness, but little of it is available for work.ng

owing Oi^Wntprtj^^ns, the presence of foreign ingredients, imperfect

cleavage'a^d cro^s joints. An occasional band, however is found

to be siiilkble .1i.v roofing slates and upon one of them the Giul-

fordq'n«.ies:are situated. The slates of this locality are sufhci-

ently (y>l^blfe;"l)iitowi..s to their thickness, require a heavily

timberWvWt;). support them. They are also liable to become

rusty ft6hlt)i«:pr:eseace of oxide of iron. The situation of these

quarri^B^iilsivclliis to prevent their produce competing successtully

,vith thV&lat^fc' Imported from Wales. The slate bands in the eas-

tern bihra'ip it iiigh angles to the horizon, and thus have an ad-

vanta^-Kr V^Kj'rlnng, over those of the western belt.

The* 'iniddle Estate belt extends from the Canada line at Lake

Mempfetnagogi about halfway down the middle of the state.

In places it is'^'ound to split into thin sheets, and is of a uniform olor

—nearly blabf-^diftering in these respects from the slate bands of

the eastern BelU- Northfield, near the centre of the state, is the

only place ai'.wDnch it has been worked. Here the price ot slate

delivered on the car.) is $3.75 a square, or 60 csnts more than Mr.

Walton's price, on the Grand Trunk cars at Richmond. It may

not be generally known that a square of slates is a hundred

square feet, and that the greater the number required to make

this area, the smaller the price per square.

The workable seams of the westerly belt are largely quarried for

roofing and other purposes in the southwestern part of the state,

where" slate manufacturing forms a leadmg branch of industry.

The slate is of a more uniform charact t than that of the eastern

or the middle belt, and more exempt from foreign matter, which

renders it capable of beimr sawn, as slab slate, and used for a

great variety of purposes. The color of most of the western

Vermont slates, like that of the Welsh, is dark purple, sometimes

mottled wiih green spots. Bands of green, and sometimes of red

elate are likewise found in this part of the state. Whatever may


