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FOR less tlinn three years slrciiiiisof li\i-

nitiiiity hiive been poiirin^r into the

interior of Aliiskti. Tlie soil of thtit eotiii-

try. with tiial of the iidjaceiit northern

portions of British ('oliin)i)iu iin<l the North-

west Territory, is now eonsiih'reil as anioni;

the most precious of tlie eartii, and its sec-

tions are in eaifer ih'niantl on the exehanffes

of New Vori\. I^ondon and Paris, hou;rht

and sold with greater facility than has ever

been the case with the mines of South

Africa and Australia. Up to the time

that ffold was discovered in tlie now
famous Klondike valley, little was known
of Alaska, even by the ^fovernment author-

ities at \V,ishin;ftoii. Official information

.was obtainiMl throutrh the revenue culler

service, and with iiuidc(|uate means at its

disposal, its reports were known to be

inaccurate, and the ^'overnmi-nt maps to

show an incorrect coast -line.

When it came to the interior, it may be

said that the tojioi^riphy was lar^^ely a

matter of the mai)-inaker"s imajjination,

but there was no (uie to challeiiire it.

Several men penetrated the territory in the

early years of our occupation, but their

reports told little tliat could be used as a

basis of accurate stalement. In later years

a few adventurous individuals asc<'nded

the Viikon from St. Michaels, others crossed

Chilkool pass and descended the river by

the chain of lakes. Most of these pioneers

soujrht the .solitude of the n.irth as a result

of failure and disappointment, or were

dri'.cn from civilization because they were

no lonj;er uscfid nieinbers of society.

What white men they f«mnd in .Maska were

descendants of the hanly Hudson Hay

trappiTs and hunters, who had formed a

chain of settlcmenis throuuhout the country

at the tife of Ru.ssian occupation or im-

mediately after the purchase by ilic rnlted

Stales. Hut these men cared lillle for anil

contributed iiolhinjf to a kiiowlcdifc of our

jrfcat possession in the north. We did

not learn to know .Maska until it became

worth while, until its secret \\a> wrested

from the soil, ami it became Ihe ^rreal inaj,'-

nei for the worlil's unstabli' population.

There are larjfe sections of .Maska, on the

mainland, in the inlerior and on iis many
islamls, suilable for ;'.iiricullur;d pursuil.s

—

an eciiiiomic fact \ipon whose appreciation


