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The position hero ndvanccd is altogctlier incorrect ami

groundlosp, and may even bo charged witli im})ioty. No
part of the Divine ocononiy was so arranged as to einjdoy, or

make, the poetical gods, and other idolatrous ohjects lie has

mentioned, the means of educating those lieathen, for tlic

purpose ho has mentioned. The Ilehrow people were divine-

ly and s])eeially elioseu for the worship and service of the

true God, and to preserve the knowledge and practice of the

true religion, fin* the benefit of all other nations, thn)ugh all

suceoediiig time. For these purposes a divinely revealed

system of reli2;ion was <n\cn to them. Of all the rest of

mankind, who possessed no sucli written revelation, it is de-

clared in Scrij)ture. " tliat which maybe known of (lod is

manifest in them, for (Jdd hath shewed it unto tliem ;" and

that " wlien they knew (lod," from his visible works, " tliey

glorified liini not as (Jod, neither were they tl)ankful. but be-

came vain in their imaginations;" and "changed the glory of

the incorruptible (Jod, into an imago made like to corruptible

man, and to birds, and four-fontcd beasts, and oreeping

tilings, and clianged the truth of < rod into a lie, and worsliip-

ped and served the creature m(»ro tlian the Creator." And
"for this cause God gave them up unto vilo affections," and
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" a reprobate mind." All this, with flie detailed descrip-

tions of their profanity, and tlu.'ir del)ased wickedness, and

abominatifius of every Icind, are given i)i llomans, chap. 1,

and in other ]);n'ts of Saeri'd Scripture. How, tlien, was it

jiossibie that siich systems of debased and <lel»a>ing idolatry,

and .such corresponding wickedness and abominations in ]ira(-

tiee. could be the means of educating tlio nations who were

so involved in them, to the same purpose ns that to which

t\i' Hebrew.'i werj destined, namely,— to preserve in thy

earth tlu> knowledge and worship, and HM'viee of (he true

GodV Such false and abominable systems had the manifest

tendency and effect of carrying' them with a rapid iirogres*^iou
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