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Bat I must not be led into speakinE of thp Srotfi.i,

Ztulri'"'' P*-^ my tributfto theId that tthem b,rth Th.s-the Land o' cakes-is really the suWeotthe toast o which I have been asked to respond WeT,gentlemen. I am sure you will agree with me in the v^ewhat there ,s no finer land under the sun-though, as I havlsa,d already, the sun often neglects to shine onlt ScotLnds simply one of the best made countries in the universe and

epitome o the world's geography. Where will you find insuch smal compass grander mountain ranges, deeper glensmore fertile straths, more lovely rivers and r ppl ng bu nsmore romantic lochs, or such a charming coEtion oismiling cornfields and unfruitful, but by no means unattractive, moorland ? What of the islands of the west setikejewels in a diadem of s.mmer seas? men my minaakes me back to the perfection of loveliness I have ^enfrom the top of some Scottish hill, I begin to regret thatd^tance makes it increasingly difficult "^to emX texample of good old Professor Blackie, who so emnlvregistered a vow. in the earlier days of his ong lif. thaT hewould never allow a year to pass without makng theacquaintance of some new part of the land he loved so well
Wo Mnn. breri. the bond, that God decrees to bind
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'""'° "«""" -O ">» wind :Far away from home, oh, ife »till for you and meThat the broom IB blowing bomiie in the North Comilrie
And surely the Scottish national character has ta'ren its

w ~n and'b'T 't.
""•' '° "''"='' °- Scottish fathwere born and bred. There are those who think that praise

hol1:ll?'^'r^
''''''''>''' ''"--'"^-rt-formulShould be employed to avert the evil eye. But what is sometimes complained of as excessive self-laudation on h pr:f
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'
^ ""^"'^ ' '^"^ f'om Capetown toEdinburgh that on the occasion of such a festiv^T as thisthere was once flashed along the wires " Here's tae ye : wWl>ke hiz

: damned few ". The hostile critic says that Scotch-


