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the improved farms in tlic Province, arc now held under these Anglo-Americav ti-

tles, and must stand or fall toL'ellier,

At every succeeding election of Parliamentary Ueprescntativos, freeholders of

this description personally, and upon surh frcehokl (lualillcations. have enjoyed and

exercised the right of sullVage : and I li ic-ve every snccecdiiig Honse of A.sscuiMy

has contained rnemhers of this description, ami elniost every rncuiber, has been

elected by the votes of such electors.

The militia laws have considered them to be SM])jocts, and as ?uch, have recpiired

them, under penalties, to serve in the rnilitin, and they did, in fact, durii:g tlie late

war, serve in defence of the Provinco a'^ainst tlic United states.

If, after all this, they should now, by a retrospective and re\ersing interpretation

of the laws, be condemned as hdrvdcrs, nxurprrs, and an'tms, it wonltl 1 e the gross-

est breach of public faith, that ever di.>'_:raced a civilized nation, it would, at the

same time, amount to a declaration, that the whole pioceedii'gs ef the i.riti.-h and

Provincial Governments, relative to them, have been founded in ignorance and ill-

faith. It would ini[)ly a censure upon the illustrious I'itt, and the other great men,

who were the authors and advisers of those measurcB. it would particuiady cast

reproach upon General .Simcoe, the sincere and zealous promoter of the settlement

of the Province, whose name instead of being reproached, ought to be held in grate-

ful remembrance.

Why should the proposed Act in one clause, declare th's, " very considerable por-

tion of the population of the Province," to be aliens, and, in the end, confer on

them the rights of subjects 1 That would be passing sentence of condemnation on

them, in order to have the satisfaction of pardoning them. It would, indeed, be

kilhng them wantonly, for the sake of bringing them to hfe again.

If the existing Acts of recognition or naturalization of these inhabitants be not

sufliciently explicit, let one be framed, in more definite an<; explicit termn, declar-

ing them to be subjects, entitled to the civil rights and capacities, which they have

long possessed and now enjoy, under the quahlications already imposed by law.

—

Sufh a legislative declaration or acknow ledguiont may set at rest any just apprehen-

sions or doubts entertained on the subject ; and it is fairly w ithin the Lieutenant

Governor's recommendation and authorized oli'erof the Royal Ir'anction. His Ex-

cellency has candidly expressed his persuasion that these inhaltitanls may be safely

*' acknoxvhdged as snljects, Tcith no other qmiUflcaiidnn than those Xi-hivh the Legisla-

ture of the Province hasfrom time to time thought it expedient to impose. Whatever

difference of opinion there may be as to the premises leading tosu 'i a conclusion,

I trust every loyal and patriotic mind will concur with His Kxcellency in the con-

clusion itself, that it is safe to acknowledge them as subjects, entitled to civil rights

and capacities, su!)ject only to the qualii'ications now required by law. These

qualifications are a residence of seven years to be capable of voting as electors or

eligible as inemb(;rs of Assembly, and tlie perpetual ineligibility of those of them,

who have held official situations in the United States. Although 1 feel no doubt

that they are now subjects, entitled to all civil rights thus qualified
;
yet, to set at

rest forever all apprehensions and doubts existing in auy quarter on this delicate

subject, I hope such a Bill of acknowledgment may pass both Iloiises, and receive

from His Excellency the proffered Royal Assent.

AXGLO-AMERICAMUS.

The Speeches of Messrs. Rolph, Eidwell, Pcardsley, «Si^c. in favour of the de-

claratory bill, were clear, argumentative, and convincing: but as this sketch is only

intended to fill one sheet, no extracts can he given IVotnthem. All, however, was

unavailing with the ministeriahsts—the amendment did not forward their favou-

rite and long desired object, and it could never meet with their ajtprobation.

The ministerial party, enraged by disappointment and desi^air, and finding

a large majority of the House inllexiblc in their determination to support tlic rights


