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Jate reign \h fccuriug the elcdtioiis, to fpilrn ihti

counfc), and to declare, that as his fole ambition

was to render the nation fioiirilhing and happy,

he would truft entirely to the loyalty of his peo-

ple, not doubting but that their aftedion would
fufficiently ftrengfheh the handsof his government.

It has been by adhering to fuch principles^ by

cheriihing and prote^iing the rights of his people^

as much as the mod v. liable prerogativcH of the

crown, that our gratious^ fovereign has been

«ble to cherifh that fpirit of liberty whieh flour-

ifhes in the Bfitifli e.npire, when furrounding na-

tions have fallen under the moft intolerable flaVery.

Thid has been a moft wonderful age of innova-

tion—men have miftaken licentioufnefs for'liber^

ty. They have fought for freedom in being re-

moved from aH reftraint, although it be a felf-ev-

ident maxim, that it is only by the due reftraint

of other that I can become truly free, A princi-

ple has been adopted by many Writers^ and hejd

up as indifputable, that in fociety we iurrcnder

part of our natural liberty to fecure the reft. This

principle is falfe—we make no fuch furrender—*»

we gain every thing, we lofe nothing. The law&

proted, warn and enlighten lis ; they are contin-

ually deftroying or removing whatever isoffenli ve.

In the courts if juftice they diftribute their blef-

fmgs like the dews of heaven ; they impart re-

freftiment and vigour to all the political body^

and preferve the peace and happinefs of the cot-

tage as well as the palace. We no more reftrain

our liberty by entering into fociety, than we do
in building a houfe to protcd us from the cold—


