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THE PRESENT DISCONTENTS, m
of the State. As this power Is attached to certain

fituations, it is their duty to contc nd For ihcfc

fituations. Without a prolcription cf others, they

are bound to give to their own party the picfei-

ence in all things ; and by no means, lor private

confiderations, to accept any offers of power in

which the whole body is not included ; nor to

fuffer themfclves to be led, or to be controulcil,

or to be over-balanced, in olHcc or in council,

by thofe who contradi6l the very iundamental

principles on which their p.irty is fornn^d, and
even thofe upon which every fair cjnncxion

muft ftand. Such a generous coiteniion for

power, on fuch manly and honourable maxims,
will eafily be diftinguiflied from the mean and

interefted ftruggle for place and emolument.
The very ftile of fuch pcrfuns will fcrvc to dil-

criminate them from thofe numberlefs iinpof-

tors, who have deluded the ignoraiU with pro-

fefTions incompatible with human practice, and

have afterwards incenfed them by pradiccs be-

low the level of vulgar reditudc.

It is an advantage to all narrow wifdorn and

narrow morals, that their maxims have a plaufible

air; and, on a curfory view, appear equal to fir(t

principles. They are light an \ portable. They
are as current as copper coin; and about as valu-

able. They ferve equally the firft capacities and

the lowefl: ; and they are, at leaft, as ufeful to

the word men ifs the beO:, 01" this {lamp is the

cant of Not meriy but meafures ; a fort of charm,

by which many people get loofe from every ho^

nourablc engagement. When I fee a man adting

v;'. .i;-:.v ' this


