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1759. an Attempt was made to diflodge them by our Iroops, aod which

brought on a brifk and obftinate Attack > but all our Efforts were to no

Purpofe, as it was abfolutcly ncceflary to bring up Cannon to drive

them out.

' The two Armies did not long remain in View of each other, with-

out coming to Ad:ion j our Troops {hewed ** great Eagernefs to en-

gage, and Intrepidity, but kept it up a very little Time only j it was

judged proper to take immediate Advantage of this Spirit ; however, it

had been more prudent to have waited the Arrival of Monfi.euri)^£o/)r-

gainville^ who was advancing with the Flower of the Army j but our

Generals thought they could do the Bufinefs without him, and fo

marched up * to the Enemy. Our Troops gave the firft Fire, and

thofe

"* It is moft certain that the Army (French) formed in good Order, and that their At-

tack was very brifk and animated. T'ownjhend.

• It was feemingly but ill judged of the Frtnch Generals to rufli on to an Attack, with-

out waiting for the Arrival of NloniV. de Bougainville^ could they have prevented coming
to Adlion, efggcially if what is here advanced be true, that he had the Picked Men or

Flower oi th&f^roopf with him; add to this, his Situation was fuch, that, according to

Mr. TowHJhtnd., the Englijh Army muil of Ncceifity have been put between two Fires.

(" Scarce was this efFedted, when M..de Bougainville with his Corps from Cape Rouge, of
*' 2000 Men, appeared in our Rear." Town/bend.

)

By General Wolfe's Letter of the 5th of September^ when this Landing was only

in Agitation, and feemed to be intendfd as the Finifhing Stroke of the Campaign, the

Engltjh Army amounted to no more than 4 or 5000 effedtive Men ;
(" after the Points of

Levi and Orleans were left in a proper State of Defence.") z vary ujwqual Match for the

French in Point of Numbers, even in any Sicuation, and much lefs fo in the prefcnt one,

and of which Brigadier Tcwnjh nd feemed fo very fenfible, that when the Command de-

volved upon him by the much lamented Fall of General Wolfe, his firll Employ-
ment, even after the Vidtory obtained, and the Rout of the Enemy, was to fccurc his

Camp. ^
'* I have been employed, from the Day of Adlion to that of the Capitulation,

in redoubting our Camp beyond Injult" Townjbend.)

'Tis probable, a Contempt of our Numbers, and a fancied Security of Succcfs on that

Account, might betray the Marquis De Montcalm imo tbis ra(h Engagement, and which
was very little confident with his ufual Coolnefs ami.Wifdom ; for he fecms in Mr.
Wolfe's own Opinion, fwho certainly wu3 no mean Judge) to have been an able and
experienced Officer : ( " 'J'he Obftacles we have met with, in the Operations of the
" Campaign, arc much greater than we had Rcafon to e;«p€(Sl, or could forelee ; not fo

" from the Number of the Enemy, (though fuperior to us) as from the niUurul Strength
' of the Country, which the Marquis De Montcalm fcems tuifety to depend upon."
Wolfe.) He never could have been led into this Attack by any extraordinary Confi-

dence


