
Force rcftrain'd to England^ JValts^ and the Town of Berwick on the

Tweedy no Law in the Plantations can properly be faid to repugn it i

becaufe whatever Divcrfity there may be between them, yet one ha-

ving no Manner of Relation to the other, they are not repugnant.

I believe I am right in my Logic k, hut am fare I am as to the legal

Acceptation of the Phrafe, becaufe what I advance is founded on

the Words of an Aft of Parliament. It is the 7th and 8th of King

William, which ( Cap. 22. Seft. 9th ) Enafb, 7hat all Laws

^

By-Laws, Ufagesy or Cujloms at this Time, tr which hereafterJhall be in

PraSiice, or endeavoured or pretended to be in Force or PraSiice in any of

the Plantations, which are in any wife repugnant to the before- mentioned

Laws or any of them, so FAR as they do relate to the

SAID Plantations, or any of them, or which are any w^ys

repugnant to this prefent A£i, or any other Law hereafter to be made in

this Kingdom, so faf. as such Law shall relate to and
mention the 5 aid Plant ATions, are illegal, null, andvoid, to

all Intents and Pwpofes ivhatfoever. If then we'll take the Scnfe of

the Phrafe from an A£t of Parliament, (
' id where can we have a

better Expofitor ? ) no Man will pretend that there ever was a L»aw

made in the Plantations repugnant to the Laws of Great-Britain.

And yet I am apt to think that if an Aflembly (hould do a Thing fo

illegal, they ought to be punifh'd for it themfelves, and not their

Conftituents. They were chofen and delegated by the People to

frame Laws according to the Powers given them by their refpe^live

Charters, which if they exceed, why ihould a whole Country fufFer

• for tneir Offence ? This would be to punifti the Innocent for the

Guilty, and is not agreable to the Law in other Cafes, where if the

Truftee does any A61 that is illegal and beyond his Trufl, the cejluy q

Trufi is not obliged by it, nor to be hurt for it.

If the Words will receive any other Conftru£tion than what the

hOt of Parliament has put upon them, I think it muft be fuppos'd to

be this ; that the Patentees fhould not under Colour of their parti-

cular Charters, prefume to make any Laws inconftftent with the great

Charter and other Laws of England, by which the Lives, Liberties,

and Properties of Englijhmen are fecur'd. It feems reafonable eno*

to think that the Crown might intend by this Injundlion to provide

E 2 for


