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" Why it has been fo generally received, as a

maxim, in this country, that taxation and reprc-

fcntation are infeparable, requires to be further

e:(plained. Men little acquainted with the Con-

ftitution, derive the opinion from their finding,

that it is the indifputable right of the Com-

mons* that ail grants of fubfidies and Parliament

tary aids, (hould originate in their Houfe. But

though they firft beftow thefe fubfidies and aids«

their grants, as has been already obferved, have

no effeft, without the alTent of the other two

branches of the Legiflature. The common rea-

fon given for this exclufive privilege is, that as

the fupplies are raifed upon the body of the

people, the people only ought to have the right

of taxing themfelves. This argument would

have been conciuflve, if the Commons taxed

none but thofe by whofe fuffrages they obtain their

feats in Parliament. But it has appeared, that

more than feven millions of people, befides the

Peers, who are in poircfilon of fo large a Ihare

the Province, are general over the Whole Province, and not

impofed folely on any particalar diftriA. Thereprefentatives

of the other diftrids, are therefore virtual reprefentatives of

thofe corporations which fend none, becaafe they and their

condiments are equally concerned in intereft with the onic-

prefented parts of the Province, to keep the taxes low ; ud
this is found fo effeAual a check againft abufe, that one third

of the corporations do not find it worth their while to fend

deputies. The fame was the cafe anciently in England ; for

it is well known, that many boroughs declined fending Mem-
bers to Parliament, in oraer to fave the expence of paying

their deputies.
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