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building, and (lands at a fmall dillance horn the city,

which leads to a fpacious ftrcet, terminated by a beauti-

ful church. Goa contains a great number ot hundfomc
churches, convents, and cloillers, with a Aatciy lar^
hofpital, all well endowed, and kept in good repair.

The market-place takes up an acre of ground ; and in

the fhops about it may be had the produce of Europe,
Bengal, China, and other countries of lefs note. Every
church has a fet of bells, fome of -which are continu*

ally ringing. Their religion is Roman Cathofic, and
they have a moft horrid cruel inquifition. There arc

a great number of Indian converts, who generally

retain fome of their old cuiloms, particularly, they
cannot be brought to eat beef. However, there arc

many Gentoos in the city, who are tolerated, becaufe

they are more induftrious than theChriftians, and better

artifls. The clergy are very numerous, and illiterate;

but the churches are Hnely embelliihed, and have
numbers of images. Their houfes, which are of ftone,

are fpacious and handfome, and make a fine (hew ; but
they are poorly finiihed within. The inhabitants arc

contented with greens, roots, and fruit, which, with a
little bread, rice, and fifli, is their only diet, though they
have hogs and fowls in plenty. They are much ad-
didled. to women, and are generally weak, lean, and
feeble. Captain Hamilton, when he was in this tdand,

ftood on a hill near the city, and counted above 80
churches, convents, and monaderies, and he was told,

that there were about 50,000 priefts and monks. The
body of St. Francis Xavier is buried in St. Paul's

Church, and, as they pretend, performs a great many
miracles. None of the churches, except one, have
glafs windows, for they make ure of oyiter-lhells inftead

of glafs. The town itfelf has few manufadures, or
produdions, their beft trade being in arrack, which
they diftil from toddy, the fap of the cocoa-nut tree»

The river's mouth is defended by feveral forts and bat-

teries, well planted on both fides with large cannon ;

?ind there are feveral other forts in different places*.

This fettlement is 250 miles N. by W. of Cochin,

t^o, 38. 7K (7.) The


